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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE—JANDAEKOT
ROAD BOARD.

Eztension of Time.

On moticn by Hon. G. Potter, the time tfor
bringing up ihe report was exteuded for one
week.

SELECT COMMITTEE—PEEL AND
BATEMAN ESTATES.

Extension of Time,

On motion by Hon. J. J. Holmes, the time
for bringing up the report was extended for
one week,

BILL—-~LAND ACT AMEXDMENT.
Third Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [2.34]: 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a third time.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [2.35]: A
question has been raised whether the amend-
ment agrecd to by the House last night tight-
ens vp the Bill sufficiently. I have becn once
more to the Crown Law Departinent, and have
again gone into the matter fully with the
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Solicitor Genera)., That officer is absolutel;
confident that the amendment will accomplis.
what the House has in view,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to th
Assembly with an ameadment.

BILL—LAKE GRACE.NEWDEGATE
RAILWAY.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous sitting

Hon. G. W. MILES (XNorth) [2.86]:
support the Bill, The settlers converned were
1 understand, promised the railway. The dis
triet itself 1 helieve to be one of the bes
tracts of wheat land in the State. Anothe
reason why 1 welcome the Bill is that th
ling gets us out of the South-West Provine
inte the South Province. I hope the line wil
cventuzlly conneet with Ravensthorpe. Th
arguments of the Minister and Mr, Stewar
will, § think, convinee the House of the neces
sity for the Bill, By the’ construction of th
proposcd line the Newdegate people will b
bronght 30 miles nearer to their natura
port than by the other route.

Hon. A, BURVILL (South-East) {2.37]
This Bill is of great interest to the provine
1 represent. 1 desire to remove what I con
sider to be 4 wrong impression. For Newde
yate the nearest port of ghipment—apart from
Hopetoun, where cousiderable expenditur
would be needrd to make a harbour—is Al
bany. From Ncwiegate to Albany would b
187 miles. The next nearest port iy Bunbury
227 miles, Then comes Fremantle. I an
bound to support this railway, although th
proposal has features with which I de no
agree, Fveryone knows that the Railway De
partment favour loop lines as against spu
lines. The trouble, however, is to find th
money for loop lines. A loop line from New
degate to Albany, and thence back te Eon
dinin, would serve all these settlers. Th
northern portion of the loop line would serw
Jilakin, Kalgarin and Eondinin, and woul
eventually go across to Brookton and Arma
dale. The southern portion of the loep wouh
go past the Newdegate country and link uy
with the Pingrup extensiom, go to Ongerup
and eventually extend to Albany. Both line
would be connected np with the main railwa;
system. That is the proper course to take
in my opinion. T quite agree with the Rail
way Advisory Board's report on the tw
lines. From the point of view of the presen
settlers, if there is no money to build a lao
lire, we might buvild a spur line on to Wagin
The length of the line to be constructed i
36 miles. To carry the line northwards so a
to serve the Kalgarin and Kondinin countr;
would require 63 miles. The Newdegat
scttlers, under these conditions, will hav
far more freight to pay in order t
reach the nearest port, than they would haw
to pay via Wagin, T a loop line were built—
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and there is good land almest the whole way
—the neurest port would be Albany, and the
Newdegute settlers would save 40 miles of
railway freight, Mr, Stewart spoke elabor-
ately on the capabilities of the country, and
its extraordinarily good prospects, and also on
the undoubted suecess of the settlers now
there. If the line were to go to Albhany instead
of Wagin, I have no doubt Mr. Stewart woull
have supported that propusal, even though the
line would not pass tbrough the part of the
province with which he is most closely con-
neeted. From the aspeet of economieal work-
ing, wc should have a loop line. Moreover,
the loop line should be built first. The eon-
nection hetween Lake Grace and Newdegate
thould be, not the first step, but the last. Be-
fore that connection is made, the line should
be linked wp with Hopetoun. The trouble,
however, is that for some years to come the
Government will not have the funds necessary
to carry out the scheme that must he carried
out if the whole distriet is to be served. Thns,

by voting against the Bill [ might
help to ereate a delay of several years.
The building of the short spur line

here proposed will not interfere in any way
with the complete scheme eventually required
in order that cvery distriet may have acvess
to its nearest port. I should like an assur-
ance from the Minister that this Bill will
contain the same clause as the Bill for the
line from Denmark to the Frankland River,
a clause providing for construction by con-
tract and not by day labour.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) (245): I
oppose the Bill for several reasons. We are
battling day and night to complete the buai-
ness of this session. I do not think it will
be ¢laimed for one moment that there is any
urgeney regarding the construction of this
railway. The Premier has atated publiely
that 100 miles of railway conutruction per
annum is as much as Western Australia ean
embark upon at the present time. I have
looked up the lict of authorised railways that
have not yet been constructed, and T find
that some 200 miles of lines remain to be
built. On the Premier’s own showing, that
constitutes a railway eonstruction programine
eovering a period of two years. There is an
honourable understanding that railways are
to bhe built in the order of their authorisation.
That being s0, once the eonstruction of a line
is authorised it holds up any other railway
that may be authorised subsequently, pending
ita completion. The Margaret River railway
is mow in course of conatruetion. We know
that deviations have heen made from the
route as originally agreed upon, It is on record
—1T Ao uot think it is disputed—that between
the time the line was authorised and the date
when the construction was commenced, an
agricultural hall was built on a site, which
wags to be in the vivinity of the rail-
way station. T ounderstand that that
large hall has had to be pulled down and
shifted because the railway did not go
through that loeality at all. Then again we
had a special session to deal with the Jarna-
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dup-Depmark railway, which was to conmect
those two centres, a distance of 120 miles as
the ¢row flies. The trounle ) was confronted
with then is that which faces me now, On
that oceasion I was suceessful in bhaving the
ceutral portion of the line cot out. It was
not that I did not think the complete line
would have to be built in dve course, vut as
we had ports at Bupbury ant Albuany it was
patent that we could commence the railway
from either cnd without committing the eoun-
try to the cxpense of the whole line. For
that reason we agreed te 30 miles of railway
being constrocted from each terminal point,
We were then told that it was a matter of
urgency, and cables from England were pro-
duced showing that people at Home were
anxjous to send out migrants. We were in-
formed that it was necessary that the Govern-
ment should have the authority to conatruct
the railway. The cost of the complete line
would have been, approximately, £500,000,
whereas the cost of the seetions that Parlia-
ment authorised will represent about £250,000.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: The whole line
will cost nearer 2 million.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If that be so, it
merely adds strength to my argument. What
is the position? Although it was a matter of
extreme urgency 12 months ago, not one sod has
been turned yet. A start has not been made with
the line. Whea we turn to the loan schednle
we find that cut of a total of £3,730,000, only
£50,000 has been provided for this railway,
£25,000 being for the line from the Jarnadup
end, and £25,000 for the line from DNemmark.
That is all that is to be spent within the next
12 months. On that bagis it will take nine
years to ecomplete the railway.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: That is ao argument
in favour of the (Government making an early
start.

Hon. J, J, HOLMES: That may be one
way of locking ut it. As to the railway to
Newdegate, it has been made elear to me
from several quarters that a promise was
originally made to comstruct the line via Kal-
garin, Bast Jilakin, and thence to Newdegate.
The line would thus serve the three townships.
In addition to that definite promise, there is
the report from the Railway Advisory Board.
In view of the econflicting reports we have
heard regarding the promises made und the
fact that two of the towns [ mention are to
be ent out nnder the propoesal before us, the
Bill could well he left over till next session,
particularly seeing that there is already a
two years' railway programnte before the Gov-
ernment. With that position before us, I fail
to sece how this matter can be regarded as
urgent.

Hon. E. H. Harriu:
of political urgency.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: We have to deal
with another railway Bill, and perhaps that
line is alse¢ a matter of political urgency. If
that sort of thing is crceping imto politics,
and railways are authorised on the eve of
elections—I do not say that that is the posi-
tion—the soomer the House takes the bit be-
tween its teeth and says it will bave no more

Perhaps the line is
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of such political railways, the Dbetter it will
be. This matter could be left over until the
new Parliament is elected. [ am at a Joss to
understand the attitude of Mr. MMiles, whe
has rightly advocafed the necessity for ex-
penditure of public funds in the North. A
perusal of the Estimates shows that, althongh
the North constitutes quite half the State,
only £70,000 is provided for the completion
of a jetty that should have been built 25
vears ago. It nould have heen built by Sir
John Forrest in those days had it not been
that there were two factions, one desiring the
jetty to be censtructed at the onme spot, and
the other urging its construction elsewhere. Sir
John did not desire to make an enemy of
either faction and so the work wns not done.
That small amount is all the North pets out
of these Estimates! 8o long as we have re-
presentatives froem the North and members in
another Chamber whn are willing to spend
money in the South, so long will the North
Le left high and dry,

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: You have the Wynil-
ham Meat Works in the North.

Hon. J. J. HOLAMES: Yes, and we got
them in the neck, Anyone living in the North
knows what is the position regarding those
works.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
2.55]1: Mr. Holmes has furnished cogent
reasons why the Government should not rush
the Bill throngh thizs session. In answer to
an interjection by one hon, member, the
Leader of the House stated that the railway
would be completed as soon as necessary.

The Minister for Education: As soon as
possible,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Xo doubt the Min-
ister thought he said that, but on two oc-
casions he repeated that the line would be
built as soon as necessary.

Hon. J. Cornell: The railway is necessary
now.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: There is another
place to which a railway ought to have been
conatructed. The time has long since passed
when the line should have beenm built to serve
the settlers towards EKalgarin and East Jila-
kin. If the line from Lake Grace to Newde-
gate is to be completed as soom as necessary,
clearly ordinary justice should dictate that
the settlers at Kalgarin and East Jilakin
should alse have their line, Mr. Stewart said
that the settlers at the tweo last-mentioned
centres had taken up their holdings without
any promise of a railway by the Government.
I am sure the settlers would not have taken
up their holdings if some such promise had
not been made to them.

Hon. H, Stewart: Tt is ecasy to ascertain
from the Lands Department the conditions
under which the land was taker up. The
statement made regarding the promise was
contradicted by the Premier.

Hon. J. NICHCLSOX: The hon. member
must be under a misapprehension. Ordinary
common sense would suggest that people
would not go into remote areas like Kalgarin,
nearly 40 miles from Koadinin, without some
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assurance from Uovernment representative
that the line would be comstructed. The sel
tlers have established tkeir holdings in th
distrivt and are producing large quantities o
wheat, If they had known they were to be left i
that remote and isolated part without rajlwa
facilities, would they have developed thei
holdings and produced such large gquanmtitie
of wheat? [t will cost nearly £5,000 to ear
to Kondinin the wheat grown in the Kalgari
distriet.

Hon. H. Stewart: [s that a reason fo
throwing out a Bill for a railway to serve .
bigger areal

Hon. 1. NICHOLSON: Xo, but I pre
pose tu show that both areas can he serve
hy a vommen railway,

Hon, T, Stewart:
tore,

Hon. J. NICHOLROXN: 1t will not deubl
the expenditure, The line from Lake Grae
to Newdegnte is 35 miles long. A line fron
Kondinin te Newdepate vin Kalgarin on .
ronte to serve Hast Jilgkin will be 63 miles
I{ the proposed line he built, another spu
line, if pot two, will he required to serve th
settlors at BEust JJilnkin and at Kalgarin. Ad
the extra mileage of those two spurs to th
spur line proposed in the Bill, and we get ;
longer mileage than that proposed by the ad
visory hoard in lien of the line from Lak
Gruee to Newdegate, Apart from that, i
woulil he eheaper to have a line from Kon
dinin to Newdegate, and serving Bast Fitaki:
ard Kalgorin, both requiring railway facili
ties. Newdegate is not vet in the productiv
stage, whereas the other distriets are. Th
people at East Jilakin and Kalgarin hav
been wanting a rvailway for years. At pre
sent they are carting over distances of fron
20 to 40 miles,

Hon, H, Stewart: Whore does the hon
menther get his information??

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: Fron the resi
dents in the distriet. There is no need to ge
authority to coustruet this line at the presen
time. It would be bhetter to defer the Bil
vatil next session. It this were a proposa
to consruet a line from Kondinin to Newde
gate via East Jilakin and Kalgarin, T woul
support it; bont to authorise a line not im
ntedintely required, when the alternative rail
way is urgently aeeded, would be altogethe
unwise, T will oppose the secend reading.

Hon. E. ROSE (South-West) [3.5]: I wil
sapport the second reading. The proposet
line will be shorter and more serviceable t
the Newdegate people than would be a Hm
from Kondinin, via East Jilakin. Moreover
much more wheat will be produced along the
proposed railway than is likely to be grow
along the alternative line. If the Govern
ment are to construct railways to follow uj
settlement, irrespective of whether or not !
railway has been promised, we shall be put
no end of unnecessary railway construction
The Newdegate people prefer that the limt
should go from Lake Grace, the shorter and
better route. As for the Bill heing an slec
tioneering expedient, I do not think thai

At donble the expendi
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contention should have been raised at all,
for the railway will affect but one member,
.and his seat i3 pretty safe, The Govern-
ment are perfectly justified in bringing for-
ward the Bill, and I hope it will be carried.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [3.8]:
I have not hitherto opposed the comstruction
of an agricultural railway, but in view of
the promise of a railway given by the
Premier to the settlers in the vicinity of
Kondinin, I should like to hear from the
Minister why that promise was not fulfilled.
On the 18tk January, 1923, the Premier was
asked in another place whether it was the
intention of the Government during the then
session to introduce a Bill for the construe-
tion of a railway from Eondinin to Newde-
gate via East Jilakin in accordance with the
recommendation of the Railway Advisory
Board dated the 13th November, 1922, Teo
that question the Premier replied that a Bill
would be introdvced next session. ‘‘Next
session’’ meant, of course, this session. That
Bill has not been introduced, but we have
before us a Bill for a railway that will not
help the gettlers of East Jilakin. On inquiry
I find that the Agricultural Bank has ad-
vaneed £80,000 to the settlers of East Jila-
kin who, this seasom, have cropped 5,000
acres, whereas in the disirict the proposed
railway will serve, the se*tlers have cropperl
only 2,000 acres of wheat. T was aatonished
to learn, too, that the proposed railway had
not been surveyed.

The Minister for Education: A preliminary
survey has been made, but not the permanent
survey. That is being made now.

Hon. E. Rose: You have not had any
money voted for it.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: It is a well recog-
niged prineciple that when a railway is to be
construeted the survey is firat made.

Tke Minister for Education: Only a pre-
liminary survey.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: 1 was intereated in
Mr. Holmes’ remarks as to railways author
ised. On the 4th of this month, in angwer
to a question asked by Mr. Kirwan ag to
what railways had been authorised, and the
mileage laid and to be laid, we were told
thai seven lines covering 289 miles had been
authorised but not completed. Some 109
miles bhad been constructed, leaving 180
nviles yet to be built. On three of the
authorised railways, namely, the Piawaning
Northward, the Dwarda-Narrogin and the
Albany-Denmark extension, not a tap has
been done. Mr., Holmes said that roughly
sufficient railway mileage had been author-
ised to keep the comstruction going for the
next two years. We see that on the Notice
Paper there are railway proposals aggrega-
ting roughly another hundred miles, Apart
from that, if the railways are to be con-
structed in their order of authorisation, it
will be some yesars before the one before us
ean be started; for nothing has yet been
done in respeet of the Atbany-Denmark ex-
tension, although 163% miles have been eon-
structed at the Bridgetown end. As we
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know, there is a long gap between the two
ends of that big railway, and that gap must
be bridged before the service cam be
effective. In view of the promise given by
the Premier and the work dome by the
settlers in the KEast Jilakin distriet, unless
strong reasons are given by the Minister in
his reply, I shall vote against the second read-
ing.

Hon. J. CORNELL (South) [3.16]: I[f
docility in voting for the authorisation of
railways is any attribute, I can claim to be a
paragon of perfection. Last year I opposed
the Mount Marshall railway extension by way
of entering a protest against the tardy
construetion of the Esperance line, but with
that exception I have supported cvery agri-
cnltural railway Bill since I have been in tne
House, Western Australia lends itself to
cheap railway comstruetion. Railways should
precede and not follow settlement. [If this
policy had been followed in the past, the man
on the land would have been spared many trials
and tribulations. Extraordinary reasons have
becn advanced as to why this line should not
be aunthorigsed. One is that u promise was
made by the Premier to introduce a Bill for
a railway from Kondinin to Newdegate, .

Hon. E. H. Harris: As the advisory hoard
reported.

Hon, J, CORNELL: It has also been urged
that the Premier promised a line from Lake
Grace to Newdegate. A Bill has been intro-
duced for the fulfilment of one promise, but
not the other.

Hon. B, H. Harris: Did he make (he other
promise in the Homse or in the street?

Hon. J, CORNELL: 1 have becn promised
mapy things. I am promised something next
May, bot I hope it does not come off. When
& promise is given by a reputable authority,
it does not matter where it is made. Are
we going to vote this Bill out because a meas-
ure has not been introduced to authorise a
line from EKondinin to Newdegate? To do so
would be 8o extremely illogical. I do not
think the scttlers on the Kondinin-Newdegate
route, irate though they may be at the non-
fulfilment of their promise, would ask that
another group of farmers should be denmied
railway facilities. 1 do mnot wish to enter
upon the merits of the different routes, but
4 line from Kondinin to Newdegate iz neces-
sary and should be constructed as early as
possible. The settlers that weunt out there
were warned by the Agrieultural Bank that
they did so at their own risk.

Hon. H. Btewart: You kunow something
ubout that.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The fact remainsg they
went out scd demonstrated the possibilities
and permanency of the district. When men
are willing to go out and do things as these
scttlers have done, we should recogrise their
claims for eonsideration. We should not jetti-
son the other people and deay them a rail-
way, simply because the second promise has
not yet been fulflled. A glance at the map
will show that, if the Kondinin-Newdegate }ine
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were constructed, it would be npecessary to
have a line trom Newdegate to Lake Grace,
not only to give producers aceess to the near-
est port but to give the State a reasonable
and workable railway system.

Hon., A. Burvill: The nearest port is Al-
hany.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Hopetoun is almost as
near. I have sufficient faith in the possibili-
ties of that corner of the State to belicve that
in the near future the country between New-
degate and Ravensthorpe will justify a rail-
way. If a railway is not built in the near
future, the only thing left for the Govern-
ment to do will be to close down the Hope-
toun-Ravenathorpe line. This line has a dead-
end that strangles industry, despite the efforts
of the residents to foster it. I hope the Bill
will be passed, and I hope that whatever
Government be in office next year, it will give
recognition to the claims of the Kondinin-
Newdegate settlers. Onee it is demonstrated
by settlers that a distriet is good, a line
should be constructed as speedily as poesible.
When peopie have to eart their produce so
many miles, it is a4 heart-breaking job and an
cconomic loss to them and to the State. The
soomer our dilly-dallying methods are reeti-
fied, the better it will be for all eoncerned.
Provide the facilities and the prodneers have
a chanee fo make good.

Hon. J, A, GREIG (South-East) [3.25]: T
protest against such a contraversinl measure
being introduced so late in the session.

Hom, .I. Cornell: It has ever been so. Rail-
way Bills are always brought down late.

Hon, .J. A. GREIG: It is a fault of Gov-
ermwents that they bring in Bills during the
last session ¢f Parliament, and endeavour to
push them through without giving the Houge
much information concerning the land to be
servedt. The policy of sending out the Rail-
way Advisory Board to report on short
lengths of railway to serve particular areas
or settiements has been wrong. Mr. Cornell
advoeated the construction of railways in ad-
vanee of settlement. T agree with him, We
in Weatern Australia, however, are always
bard up for money. We cannot always find
gufficient to build railways where settlement
has taken place, Therefore, the least we
ghould do ia to classify all the agricultural
lands in the south-west division held by the
Crown, ond instruct the advisory board to
make a comprehensive report on a system of
ratlways to serve the country. Had tbis been
done years ago, many of the routes selected
would never have bheen adopted. Of course
it is casy to be wise after the event. A few
years ago we (did not reazlise the possibilities
of the State, or the extent of the wheat grow-
ing areas it contains. Many of the leading
men in Western Australia to-day do not thor-
oughly appreeciate the position. They do not
realise that we have milliona of acres of agri-
cultural land unsurveyed and almost unex-
plored.

Hon, J. Cornell: Over three millions in
the Esperance distriet alone,
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Hon. J. A. GREIG: 1In the Esperance dis-
trict we do not know what area will be profit-
able for wheat growing, but thousands of
acres that may not be profitable for wheat
growing will be profitable for mixed farming,
and theretore must have railway faeilitics.
The Bill drals with a short line from Lake
Grace to Newdegate, That is ¢contrary to the
recomniendation of the advieory board, SBome
members have said they will stick hard
aud fast to the recommendation of the
board. [ agree with that policy. Barlier
in the session 1 opposed the report
of the advisery boord on one route because
it wus 13 years old. The report on the Lake
Grace-Newdegate railway is up to date and
1ecommends i line from Kondinin to Newde-
gate, which would serve three settlements,
while the Lake Grace-Newdegate line would
serve only one scttienient.

Hon. J. Corpell:

Hon. J. A, GREIG: In fact three lines will
be necessary. It is necessary to have a line
running east from about Kuolin or Dudinin to
serve the Jilakin area. Another line is re-
quired east from Kondinin to serve the Kal-
garin area. Settlers there last year eropped
5,000 aeres, though prior te that not a grain
of wheat had been sown there. This year
they have an average of about 15 bushels,
which means about 25,000 bags of wheat pro-
duced in that district. At Newdegate 1,200
acres are under crop, but this will be required
there for sced next year., A line for the
Kalgarin settlera is necessary at present, but
a line to the Newdegate settlers is not neees-
sary at present, though it will probably he
required next year. I am in somewbat of a
quandary to know what to do for the best.
if I oppose the Newdegate railway, that will
not give a railway to the Kalgarin people.
We must consider the Bill hefore us and I
have therefore decided to support it. T hope
that next session the Government will bring in
a measure for a railway from Kondinin east-
ward to serve the people at Kalgarin. The
vettlers went out there without having been
promised a railway, but they knew the land
was good, The Government said defnitely to
them, ‘‘If you go outside the 122 mile limit,
you go at your own risk; we will not finanee
you or assist you.'' These men, many of
them returned soldiers, knew the country was
good and took a risk. Some of them are out
45 miles east of Kondinin, Thirty miles out
I have seen a G00-acre crop, and in my judg-
ment the settler was nquite justified in going
out that far. No Govermmnent can keep that
country withont a railway for any length of
time, The Government should build railways
faster thau they are doing. I hope they will
construet these railways by contract. The line
from Lake Grace to Newdegate runs through
about 20 miles of level country. One man
said to me, ‘‘The sand plain hetween Lake
Grace and Newdegate will do me. If I were
a young man and could grow oats, such as
were grown last year, I would he quite satis-
fled to go there with a- tractor, feeling

Both lines are necessary.
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sure I eould make a fortune on that country.’’
I hope all this Jand will be iaken up in the
near future. There are no engineering difficul-
ties in the way of constructing this line, but
it ought to be built by contract. We should be
able to get the line constructed to-day for
half the cost the Government are incurring
in building lines elsewhere under the day-
labour system.

Hon, E. H, Gray: The experience of the
past has not proved that,

Hon. J. H. GREIG: It has. It has proved
that other jobe can be done cheaper under the
contract system.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is not the exper-
ience of the State.

The MINISTER F'OR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [3.37]:
The policy of the Government is to invite
tenders for the eonstruction of these railways,
and no doubt that will be followed in this
instance. Many members have expressed the
opinion that a line should be constructed from
EKondinin to Ealgarin on to Newdegate, in-
stead of this one, I wunderstood Mr, Harris
to say that the Premier had stated he would
introduce a Bill this session for the counstrue-
tion of the lenger line. He did make a
promize as to the Lake Grace-Newdegate
line. He has fulfilled one promise,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: And broken the other.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: And
has an earnest desire to fulfil the other. Tt is
certainly wise to authorise those lines which
ean be constructed at an early date. The
railway under review 1is very mnecessary
and will be about 35 miles in length. It will
be constructed as a spur line due east from
Kondinin.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitice, ele.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—BROOKTON-DALE RIVER
RATLWAY,

Second RBeading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-Wast) [3.37] in moving
the second reading said: We have discussed
the principle of introdacing Railway Bills,
in the opinion of some members rather late
in the session, and I hope this Bill will, there-
fore, not be delayed in its passage through
the Chamber. One member said insufficient
information had been made available to the
House. All the information that counld be
supplied on these gquestions has been sup-
plied, and has been available for gome
time. The reports of the advisory beard, the
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pPlans showing the contours of the railway lines
and the deviations, and everything that could
convey the requisitc information to members
has been presented to this House. The Brook-
ton-Dale River line is a section of the pro-
posed Brookton-Armadale line, that was sur-
veyed some years ago. This particular like
will be 26 miles in length. It has been re-
commended by the Railway Advisory Board
as a straight out proposition. There is no
guestion of going from one peint or another.
The estimated cost is £106,000 if 60-1b. rails
arg used. It is not the intention of the Gov-
erament, however, to use 60-1. rails for this
line. In the line as previously surveyed the
ruling grade was one in eighty, as shown in
red on the plan. The route has now been
located a few miles to the south, and the
grade will'be not so goed, namely one in sixty.
The reason for going south is to give facili-
ties to pecple who are seftled in a better class
of country. The deviation is, therefore, fully
justified. The line has not been surveyed.
To this fact members seem to take exception,
but it is not a point they need take. In most
instances the lines are not surveyed before
the authorising EBill is introduced. A contour
survey is made as well as a preliminary sur-
vey, which shows as nearly as possible what
the location of the line will be. In some cases
the deviation is a big one, in other cases it is
small. Everything depends on the comtour
of the country, and the possibility of the
deviation required being great or small, In
this case the deviation i3 a wide one. It is
nearly five miles to the worth and two
miles to the south. A permanent survey is
now heing carried out and will he completed
at an early date. 1 regret the grade of the
line will not be as good as it was when it
was first surveyed, but the railway will pass
through better country. Approximately the
area of first-class land suitable for wheat
and oats growing, ingide the 1214 mile
radius of the Great Southern railway is
31,700 acres, and outside that radius 40,450.
The approximate area of grazing land inside
the 121%.mile radins is 20,216, and outside
41,727 acres, making a toal area of first-class
and grazing land of 134,083 acres. The num-
ber of acres cleared is 47,738, In 1922-23,
2,200 tons of hay were taken off the area in
proximity to the route of the line, 21,280
bags of wheat, 20,822 bags of oats, and
42 470 sheep were shorn during last seasonm.
The preposition is a satisfactory ome.
Fventually the line will go through to Arma-
dale, and this shonld meet with the wishes of
many members. Members appear to be kindly
disposed towards these new railway lines.
They realise that people in the country must
have railway communication to enable them
to develop their properties and transport
their produce to market. That is the policy
of the Government. The Premier desires to
increase the production of wheat within a
short time to 30 million bushels. It is alse
desired that all the produce should he taken
to its geographical port. Mr. Burvill talks
about Albany being closer to Lake Graee
than Bupbury. If that is so0, in the years
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to come, when rajlway communication right
through is completed, all the produce from
Newdegate will eventunlly go to Albany. Lt
wilt certainly go where the lowest freight is
offering. The policy of the Government is to
give both old and new settlers every possible
ehance of succeeding. The building of rail-
ways iz one means of serving the settlers and
developing the lands of Western Australia,
thus making the country prosperouvs.

Hon. J. A, GREIG (Scuth-East) [3.46]:
I support the Bill beranse the line hag been
promised to some of the settlers for nearly
20) years, to my own knowledge. There are
settlers on the ronte of the proposed line
who have been there for 80 years. They live
within 50 miles of Perth, and they cart their
produce hack 30 miles to Brookton or Bev-
erley, and then have to send it over 100
miles to Perth. This heing the first section
of an eventual trunk line from Brogkton to
Armadale, I have no hesitation in supporting
its construction. T feel very isappointed,
however, that the line will be on a one in
sixty grade, whereas the old blue line shows
a grade of one in eighty from Brookton to
Armadale. I hope the Minister will use his
best efforts to induce the Government to
put in cuttings which will give a better
grade. Looking at the prelimirary survey
on the map, and observing the numerous
bends of the line, one feela disgusted. A
much atraighter line than that can certain]y
be obtained by a proper survey. It is in
the interests of the safe and economieal
working of our railway system that the State
should spend a little more money on con-
struction of lines, thus obtaining devent
grades which will enable a good load to be
pulled, rather than the small loads to which
a one in sixty grade limits the department.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [3.51]: I
oppose the anthorisation of this railway, for
the reagons I indicsted when speaking on
the previous Bill, I shall not repeat what
I said a few minntes ago, Moreover, it has
always been understood that this railway
would be a part of the Transcontinental line
coming to Armadale and along the mouth
pide of the river.

The Minister for Education: That is so.

Hon. [T. .J. HOLMES: From the best of
aunthority | understand this line can never
bhe part of that Transcontinental line. This
is a braneh line going out south and coming
back to eouple up with the blue line shown
on the map as part of the Transcontinental
survey from that point to Armadale. Cer-
tainly the Transcontinental line will never
come along the red route. Another railway
will be needed to connect with the blue line
where the red line is now shown. In faet,
this proposed line is really only a spur line,
with n grade of one in mixty, whereas if the
route of the blue line were adopted the
grade would be one in eighty, and the line
would ultimately become pari and parcel of
the Transcontinental railway., We geem
to be bent or urgent business this afternoon,
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and that business is the authorising of rail-
way after railway. On the Notice Paper I
see a Bill for the construction of a line to
Yarramony, a plate of which I never heard
before. That proposal involves 75 miles of
construction. This afterncon we are com-
mitting the country to heaven kmows what
expeuditure in the way of railway construe-
tion. According to the Premier’s fizures we
have two years’ railway construction already
authorised, and I am certain that this after-
noon we are being asked to authorise
another two or three ycars’ construction. So
we are tying up the next Parliament for
practieally the whole of its life. The next
Parliament will have no opportunity to
authorise any railways, because, on the Pre-
mier's own showing, we are how committing
the country to a five-years programme of
vonstruction, 1 would have divided the
House on the Lake Grace-Newdegate Rail-
way Bill but that T happened to be outside
the Chamber, If T get any support, T ahall
divide the House on thix measure.

Hon. W. CARROLL {East} [3.54]: I sup-
port the Bill, It is absolutely necessary that
the line should be constructed. Many of the
people concerned have been living in the
distriet for 30 or 60 years, and ever since
responsible government they have been
hoping for a railway. Tt has been promised
to them over and over again. 1 express mo
opinion regarding the extraordinary red line
on the map., I believe that if the line were
built on the original survey, it would be the
hest ultimately. I must admit, however,
that from my knowledge of the country
there 19 more settlement further south,
where the new line goes, than along the old
route. However, the Bill provides for =
deviation of five miles from the flying sur-
vey. With that proviso the people of the
district are, ac¢cording to the information I
have, quite satisfied with the Bill.

Hon, G. W. MILES (Xorth) [8.55]:
There is a good deal in what Mr. Holmes said
ahout this line. Personally, T think the rail-
way should be constructed on the blue route,
which offers a one in eighty grade. I under-
stand it is the policy of the Commonwealth
Government to standardise the Transcon-
tinental railway. Takiog the blue route, we
shall get a decent grade, instead of the ome
in sixty grade which the red route imvolves.
Our mountain grade is one of the curses of
our railway policy. Here we have an oppor-
tunity of obtaining a one in eighty grade, and
we are not going to teke advantage of it, TIf
unifieation of railways is to comc off, it will
come off within the nest few years, W,
should hesitate to authorize the construction
of this line. A point which T missed in speak-
ing on the Lake Grace-Newdegate Bill is, that
I want the Minister’s asstrance that these
lines will be constructed by contract and not
by day labour,

The Minister for Education:
tenders would be called.

I said that
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Hon. G. W. MILES: I am glad to hear it.
I hope that the Government will call tenders
for all the lines they are comstructing, as
was promised during last session. I do not
know exaetly how to vote on this Bill, but 1
consider we should hesitate to autherise a line
on a one in sizxty grade.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
4. Bwing—8outh-West—in reply) [3.57]: The
Government recognise the fact that the safe
and ecfficient working of the railway system
depends upon grades and curves and the
weight of rails. I shall bring before the Pre-
mier and the Minister for Works what has
been said here thiz afteruoen, with a view to
obtaining a ruling grade of one in eighty, if
possible.

Hon. J. A. Greig: I am sure it can be got.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
The hon. member knows the country, and L
do not. So far as [ can, T shall insist npon
the grade heing one in eighty,

Question put and a division taken, with the
foltowing result:—

Ayes - . )
Noes . .. .. 5
Majority for .. ..o 12
AYES,
Hon. H. Boan Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon, A. Burvill "Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, W. Carroll Hoen, G. Potter
Hoa, J. Cornell Hon. E. Rose
Hon, J. Duftell Hon. A, J. H. S8aw
Hon. J. Ewlng Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. V. Hemersley Hon, H. Stewart
Hon. E, H. Harris Hon. J. A. Greig
Hon, J. W. Hickey (Teller.)
Noes.
Hoo. J. J. Holmes Hon, G. W. Mlles
Hon, J. W. Kirwan Hon. R. J. Lynp
Hon. A. Lovekin (Teller.)

Question thus passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, atc.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.

Sehedule—agreed to.

Title:

flon. J. J. HOLMES: Would I be in order
in moving to add to the Title the words ‘'in
the year 1930."" It wouid them read: <A
Bilt for an Aet to authorise the comstruetion
of a railway from Brookton te Dale River in
the year 1930."" I am certain that the rail-
way will not be built during the next six or
seven years.

The CHAIRMAXN: The Title is not the
place where an amendment of that deserip-
tion can be moved. The amendment, there-
fore, is out of order.

Title put and passed.
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Bill reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE No. 2,
Second Reading

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.6] in moving the
second reading said: Some of the residents
of Collie wish to establish a eroguet lawn at
the corner of Wittenoom and Patterson
streets, The proposed eroquet lawn adjoins
the bowling green and the teanis courts, The
land on which it is propused to establish the
eroquet lawn is, however, reserved for a
trades hall site. The Collie branch of the Aus-
tralian Labour Tederation is prepared to
relinquish the site, provided a piece of land
on the opposite side of Pabterson-strest, with
froutuges te Throssell, Patterson, and Wit-
tenoom-streeis, is made available in return.
The site suggested for the trades hall is
nont adequate for the purpose, and the pro-
posal is te increase it by reducing the width
of Pattersou-strect from 150 links to one
chain, The 50 links taken from Patterson-
street will be added to the trades hall site.
The Collie Municipal Council has no objection
to the exchemge, and the Surveyor General,
after personally inspecting the site, has re-
ported favourably upon the transfer pro-
pesed. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question pubt and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etc.

RBill pussed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—YARRAMOXNY EASTWARD
RATLWAY.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West) [4.10] in moving the
secaond reading said: This is the last railway
Bill that will be placed before hon. membera
this session. Tt is not the least important of
those which have been submitted to Parlia-
ment,

Hon, J. Nicholson: What is the length of
the line?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
length is about 85 miles, with a ruling grade
of 1 in 80, and the sharpest eurve has a
radins of 20 chains. Tt iz proposed fo uge
45]b. rails, substituting later 60lb. rails. If
the Government carry out their policy of con-
structing railways with 60lb. rails, a certain
number of 45lb. rails will be available and
we can economise in the construction of this
line for the time being by uwsing them. The
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line was recommended by the Advisory Board
as far north as North Baandee. The board
did not report upon the country bheyond that
point.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw:
Baandee along the )inet

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
cannot say, but T should imagine it was about
half way.

Hon. W. Carroll: Tt is nearer three parts
of the way.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tn
that ease the Advisory Board have reported
upon the major portion of the line. The
House is nut asked to agree to the construc-
tion of the line throuph to its proper ter-
minus, because there has been a controversy
as to where the line should junction, There
is a divergence of opinion u~ to whether it
should join up with the existing system at
Merredin or at Newearnie. No decision has
been arrived at on that point, but it is pro-
posed, on the recommendation of the Engineer-
in-Chief, to stop at the 85-mile post. The
question will then be investigated and a de-
cigion arrived at as to the best point for
the junction. Next session hon. membera will
be given ihe opportunity to consider that mat-
ter. The line is situated about midway be-
tween the Fastern Geldfields railway and the
Dowerin loop line, and is from 12 to 15 miles
from those lines. The railway will serve well
settled land, and on this point the Railway
Advisory Board reperted—

Within lines drawn ten miles from and
parallel to existing railways, a stretch of
country is contained about 67 miles long,
with an average width of nine miles. Tts
area ia approximately 448,500 acres, of
which 289,900 acres is alienated or in
process of alienation, and 158,600 acres is
still Crown land.

T have not any information to indieatc
whether that jis all good country, but the
fact that we have so mueh Crown land avail-
able should be sufficient justification for the
line. The report continues:—

From returns received, it is estimated that
within the area to be served there are about
226 settlers, who have 126,529 acres of
forest land cleared, 96,584 aeres of forest
land unclesred, or a total of 223,113 aeres,
cleated and uncleared. This appears to he
a liheral estimate,

I should =ay it was n eonservative estimate.

Hon. .7, Nicholson: What is the cost per
mile?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: The
estimated cost of the line is £316,000, and
the length of the line is 85 miles. The hoard's
report shaws that the production for 1919-
20 was, wheat 185,588 hags, oats 6,914 baps,
or a total of 102,503 bags, approximately
16,000 tons, With railway facilities this ton-
nage may hLe reasonably expected to increase
te 20,000 or 22,000 tons. The main centres
to be served are Uearty, Hindmarsh, Yorkra-
kire, and Kodj Kodjin. The beat of land
surrounds these cenires, which, however, are
geparated one from another by lower grade

How far iz North
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ecountry at present not vsed to any great
extent. The same thing obtains along the
Lake Grace-Newdegate live, as I know from
my own observation. The settlers in the
eentres mentioned have to cart from 12 to 18
miles to cxisting railways, and that over
roads very lieavy amd sandy.

Hon. J. XNicholson: The same may be said
of the Kalgarin district.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN: The
hon. member may be satisfiedl that in the
near future the Government will take into
eunsideration the serving of that distriet by
a spur live. The estimated cost of this Yar-
ramony taillway is £316,000 if 451, rails be
upeil, or £169,000 if GO0Ib. rails be uged. Of
conrse the leavicr rails give greater efficiency
in working, and 1 hepe that before tle line
ia completed the Government may be able to
lay down GMb. ruils instead of 45lb, rails. If
s0, it will help both the settler and the Rail-
way Department. Just as it is good to have
easy grades and wide curves, so is it good to
have heavy rails, [t i3 the poliey of the
Covernment to lay down 60lb, rails, but in
this instance they propose te depart from
that principle, Possihly they will reconsider
the question and lay down the line with 60lb.
rails, T hope it may be so. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. W, CARROLL (East) [4.20|: T sup-
pert the second reading. For many years
past the wsettlers in this distriet have been
promised a railway. There is no better wheat
growing area iu the State. The Minister said
the settlers were carting wheat from 12 to 18
milea, Of my own knowledge I can say that
many of them are eart ng from 20 to 22 miles,
I know of cwe wha has let a eontract for the
carting of 5,000 bags of wheat, for which he
will have to pay 28, per bag. That sort of
thing has been going on for a number of
veurd. One has to live under the conditions
exjsting in that distriet to realise the extent
te which development has been retarded for
want of a railway, C(arting over long dis-
tances represents a loss, not only to the settler
bat to the State, hecause the time apent on
the road could he more profitably creupied
in developing the holdings. No doubt when
the railway is built the quantity of wheat
produced in the distriet will be very largely
increased,  The Bill, as first introduced in
the Assembly, provided that the line should
run from Yarramony to Newcarnie, It has
now heen deeided that the line shaill run from
Yarramony R5 miles castward, ending at a
point 13 or 14 miles from Merredin, So all
the people of the distriet will he served, and
the only disadvantage will be, from a railwiry
point of view, is that the line will have s
dead end.

The Minister for Edueation: Not for long

Hon. W. CARROLL: T am glad of thal
agaurance. The qunestion, I understand, it
interwoven with the wider question of futur
railway projects. Tn my view we have nevel
hefore had a railway Bill bhetter juatified

than is this one. .
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Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE (Metropoli-
tan) [4.24]: This - afternoon I voted
for the construction of two railways about
which I have very little knowledge. I was
persuaded to do so beeause I believe those
railways will be helpful to the settlers already
in the district and encouraging to imtending
settlers. But ju respect to the railway now
before us, | muy say I know the country very
well, I have travelled along both the exist-
ing lines many times, and have frequently
crossed from one to the other per motor ear.
1 honestly believe the construction of this line
to ke fully justifircd. The Yarramony distriet,
affording in spring time one of the finest
sights to be scen in the State, is elosely
settled and produees very fine crops. The
line will just about equally divide the area
Iving between the existing railways. T have
within that area clients who sometimes eom-
sign from Korrelocking on the one line and,
perhaps, semd their next consignment from
Fammin, on the oiher line, presumably aec-
cording tu the condition of the roads, their
holdings lying about midway between the two
existing lines. Tn 1911 or 1912, when the
State was suffering from a depression; the
Premicy, then Mimster for Lands, placed a
lot of ex-public servants in the Yorkrakine
district. Those settlers are still there await-
ing a railway. So 1 think we can justifiably
authorige this proposed line. The area to be
served is splendid wheat growing country and
also rrood cattle country, It gives point to
the statements [ have frequently made here,
that hiad the (lovermment paid some attention
to that country in respect of the settlement
of m.grants, they would have been able to
attain their objeet morve guickly and at a less
cost. One man in the Toodyay distriet, with
a holding of 200 acres, eropped last year 120
aeveg.  He owns 23 head of cattle and nine
lorses.  During the vear just closed he has
profdueet butter fat and pigs valeed at £208;
150 tons of hay valoed at £300; 700 hags of
oats valued at £300; 35 tons of ensilage
valued at £1 per ton: 16 bhags of household
peas valued at £32, aud wheat valued at £16;
or a total of £891. Al this was done by him,
his wife, and his children under 15 years of age.
That farm is not yet two years old. Tt shows
whut ean be done, rot only in that particular
area, but along the whole length of the pro-
posed line. e has snpplied me with the fol-
lowing figures in respect of an aere of en-
siluge :—plonghing rvoat 8s, =sced 3s, super
4s., cutting Gs,, and carting 1s., or a total
cost of 245 per acre, trom which he produeed
7 tons of ensilage. Tf one man ecan do that
close to Yarramony, where the country is
typical of that through which the line will
Jrasd, we ean expect decent advancement right
along the line. The Crown lands still avail-
able conld be brought under a scheme of closer
settlement and wounld quickly produce results,
the enuivalent of which wounld not be obtained
in the South-West for many years.

Hon. J. NTICHOLSOXN (Metropolitan)
[4.31]: XNo one can dispute the wisdom of
building railways in keeping with the settle-
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ment, progress, and developmeut of our agri-
eultural arcas. We wish to see all our areas
settled, bui the question is whether we are
pursuing a wise policy in authorising the con-
struction of 85 miles of railway. We have
already authorised two other lines, one of 37
and the other of 2614 miles.

ifon. G. W. Miles: You will not oppose
this one after ugreeing to the others?

Hen, J. NICHOLSON: 1 spoke against
one and supported the other on the ground
that it was a short line that had heen pro-
mised many years agoe. The Yarramony line
will cost £316,000, equal to £3,720 per mile,

The Minister for Education: That is with
431, rails, With 601b. rails it will cost more.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON: Then we can put
down the cost at about £4,000 per mile. There
are only 226 settlers at present along the
route, and the cost of the railway will be
equal to £1,400 per settler.

The Minister for Edueation: What about
the other vountry that will be taken up®

Hon, J, NICHOLSON: Are we justified
in authoriring the construction of 85 miles
of line when we do not know that the whole
of the country will he taken up! It will he
impossible to coustruet this roilway for many
years, and I suggest it would be sufficient to
authorise the building of the first section of
31 miles. By =0 doing we ghall give the
scttlers hope that if the land is suitable, ex-
tensions will he made in due time., No one
ean seriously argue that it is necessary to
tuild 85 miles of railway to serve 226 settlers.
1f 60lh, rnils are vsed the cost will be close
on half a million, and we shall thas be com-
mitting the State te o very serious obligation.
[f T were not assured that the istrict is a
goot one, T would feel inclined to ask mem-
hers to rejeet the Bill. [In view of the in-
formation given us, however, T think it woull
Le wise to authorise the first section only.

Hon. A, Burvill: What is wrong with
railways preceding settlement?

Hon, J. XTC'HOLSON: I have no objee-
tion to that, but T have a strorg objection to
misteading settlers into u belicf that they
are going to get railways in the ncar future,
when we know it will be impossible for the
Government to construet them for many years.
There may be a proapeet of huilding a short
line in a few years, The shorter section will
be hetter for the (iovernment and for the
Railway Department, because it will be con-
dueive to closer rettlement. TIf we authorise
the full length, people will seleet land far
heyond points to whieb the line ean he carried
within reasonable time,

Hon, G, W. MILES (North) [4.38]: Tour
reors ago a Parliamentary party visited this
listrict. T was surprised at the quality of
the land and the erops. At North Baandee
the Premier and seme members of the party
went north and another section, ineluding
Mr. Duffell and I, went south between the
two lines. A deputation waited wpon us and
we promiged to do what we could to assist
the setilers to get this railway, Northern



2086

members were partieularly impressed with the
quant:ity of feed going to waste. If the Gov-
ernment would go further and provide wire
netting to assist the settlers to fence their
holdings, they would Le doing a good thing
for the settlers and for the whole State. I
hope the Government will take advantage of
the British Government's offer to advance
three-fourths of the interest for five yeats
and that petting will be supplied on 20 years
termg. This is one of the hest distriets I
Wove seen in the State.

Question put and passed.
Bill read n second time.

Ia Committce,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Bducation in churge of the Bill

Clavges 1 to B—agreed to.
Schedule:

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Following apon my
remarks on the secondd reading, | move an
mmendment—

That all the words
miles’’ be séruck out.

It would be misleading to anthorise 55 miles
when there i3 no possible hope of building
the line for many years. The (overnment
might as well ask tor authority te huild a
line to some place 500 miles away.

Hon. G. W, Miles: 'The next (jovernment
will speed up and get on with the work.

Hon. JJ. NICHOLSON: There is no poussi-
Lility.

Hon. J. M. MACFARTANE: I oppose the
amendment. My only objection to the line is
that it will have a dead end.

The Minister for Education: XNot for long,

Hon. J. M, MACFARLANE: It should
Junction with Merredin ur Newcarnie. T take
it Newcarnie is the more suitable place. I
was surprised to hear that there are only 226
settlers along the route, but there are many
miles of erop unfenced and without habita-
tions in the vieinity. My explanation i3 that
while farming is going on actively in that
area, the people reside closer fo the lines al-
ready comstructed. This line should be linked
up with Newecarnie straight away.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: T hope the ameud-
ment will not be carried.  Undoubtedly a
great deal of the magnificent land tnken up
by early gettlers would not be reached by an
extension of A0 miles. The whole of the set-
tlers shounld he served. The land represents
the pick of the State, anid the authorisation
of the whole line will encourage development
there. At the time the Railway Advisory
Board’s report was made, some vears ago,
there were 226 settlers in the distriet; but
a great deal of settlement has taken place
sinre then, Many soldiers have gone on that
country meantime.

Hen, G. POTTER: I bope the Comunittee
will not carry the amendment. Mr. Burvill
asked, by way of interjection, why the mover
of the nmendment should not believe in rail-

after ' thirty-on
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way coustruction preceding settlememt. The
amendnent stultifies the Bill. The present
number of settlers afford no indication of
what will ensue upon the coustruction of the
line, having regard to the class of country.

Hon. W. CARROLL: ! must add my pro-
test against the amendment. If the Cham-
ber is not prepared to authorise the con-
struction of the line as proposed in the Bill,
the Government will not Le justified in ex-
pendiug any money on the proposition. Money
spent ot 31 miles would, until the eomplete
line hud been hbuilt, be absolutely thrown
away. The best land to be served by the
construrtion of the line will be left unserved
if the amendment is carried, In faet, carry-
ing the amendment weans killing the Bill.
Sinee the Raitway Advisory Board’s report
was mude, scttlement bas practically doubled.

Amendment put and negatived.

Hehedule put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the
repurt wdopted.

Read a third time, and passed.

BILIL—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT,
Agsembly’s Message.
Megsaye from the Assembly notifying that

it had made the amendment requested by the
Couneil now considered.

In Commiitee, ete.
Hon, J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Edueation in charge of the Bill.
Title—agreed to.
" Bl reported without amtendment, and the
report adapted.

Read 4 third time, and passed.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX,
Assembly's Message.

Message from the Assembly notifying that
it declined to inake the amendments requested
by the Council, now considered.

In Commitiee,

Hon, J, W, Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
jster for Education in charge of the Bill.

‘"he CHATRMAN: The first amendment
reyuested by the Couneil but declined by the
Assembly was that Suliclanse (1) of Clause 6
be deleted.

The MIXNISTER
Hove—

That the Conacil’s requested amendment
be neot preased.

There is no neell for me to say anything at
this stage. I hope hon. members will see the
wisdom in my maotion.

FOR EDUCATION: 1
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I propose {0 move as
n amendment ‘“That the requested amend-
1went be pressed,!’

The CHATRMAXN: That would be a direct
egative to the motion.

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: But if we decide to
wress the request we shall have to send a
1essage to another Chamber showing that the
equest was pressed.

The ("HAIRMAN: AN that is necessary
3 for the hon, member to vote against the
1ction,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: | do not intend to say
nything on the merits of this question just
wow, beciuse 1 have reason to believe that
he Minister will not strenuously eppose the
ressing of the amendmment. If we press the
mendment [ think we shall find that another
lace will invite us to a conference, which
8 the end we set out to accomplish. All T want
ust now is that the Bill shall go back to an-
ther place where, [ understand, a confcrence
Al be asked for.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
3 the time for me to appeal to hon. members
o earry my motion. If there is to be a con-
crence later, well and good, but T have no
nowledge of it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: There cannot be a con-
erence if we agree to your motion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If

conference he held, it will then be
or me to fight for the Government
nd the interests of the State. A big

onstitutional question is invelved in
his, and T ask hon, membere to realise the
eriousness of the position. 1 hope my
notion will be carried.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am disposed to
uppoert Mr. Lovekin in opposing the motion,
f we press our amendment there will be a
‘onference between the two Houses.

The Minister for Education: You earnot
e sure of that.

Hon, J. Cornell: I shounld like to be as
ure of winning Tattersall’s.

Hon. J. J. HOLME&: I think we can
{¥ord to take the chance. If the conference
loes mothing else, it will bring together
hree members of this Honse and thres from
mmother place, and so will help to throw
wre light on the subject.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I hope the request
vill be pressed, The House has made a
rotest, and now we are at the parting of
ke ways. It has baen said the Honse will
e accepting a grave rusponsibility if it
raes farther than it has gone. In that ex-
.ellent apologist for the Government, the
{West Australian,’’ this morning, certain
nembers of this House were taken to task.
jome were held up as fountains of common
ense, and otbers as having every sense but
ommon sense. Under the Constitution we
:an request amendments in Bills imposing
axation, so long as we do not thereby in-
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crease the burden on the people. As a
matter of fact in this instance we propose to
reduce that burden. The Minister has
appealed to us not to press our amendment,
but I say it ought to be pressed. Not that
it matters to me individually whether or not
the super tax be imposed, but that there is
a prinejple invelved. I will support the
preseing of our requeat, in order that the
question may go to a conference, If the
conference cannot agree that the guper tax
be abolished—I utter this warning to our
managers, whoever they may be, that if the
tax is to be continued

Hon. G. POTTER: On a point of order:
Is the hon. member entitled to utter a warn-
ing to mansgers yet to be appointed? Last
session we had a heated discussion as to the
divulgence of information relating to a econ-
ference. T do not think it right that any
member should utter warnings to our man-
agers, for in another place it may be taken
as a direct threat.

The CHATRMAN: It is distinctly out of
order for any member to issue a note of
warning to any manager.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Well, T will use the
word ‘‘advice.’’ I say, that if there is to
be any compromise, the compromise ought
to be in the direction of a gradual elimina-
tion of the super tax. Up to this stage I
say ‘‘no surrender’’; and if at any subse-
quent stage ammunition and provisiong ran
out, then let us do the best we can,

Question put and negatived; the Council's
requested amendment pressed.

The CHAIRMAN : The second request
made by the Council was for the deletion of
Clause 7.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This
is the eclause disallowing the payment of
taxation in two moieties. It is the desire
of anotber place that it should be paid in
onc moiety. Seeing how far the financial
year hag gone, I think we might well refrain
from pressing our request. I move—

That the Council’s requested amendmens
be not pressed.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The reason given for
the introduetion of this clause into the Act
of last year was the lateness of the session
when it was brought down. If that was a
valid reason for its inclagiom, the remedy
for the position is in the bands of the Gov-
ernment. But they have perpetrated the
same gin thig year, and for the same reason
they ask that we should humble ourselves
now. The payment of income tax in two
instalments is of great benefit to the peopls,
and the payment in one ingtalment is a
benefit to the department,

Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendment pressed.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message accordingly fransmitted to the
Asgembly,
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BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Second  Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hoa.
J. Ewing—3South-West) [5.18] in moving the
secottd reading said: This Bill is the result
of numerous reynests put forward by settlers
auvd vermin bourds at various conferences.
The dingo iz 2 serious menace to stock, Tt
is desired that there should be a aniform
honus thronghout the State, so that the pest
may be effectively coped with, It is grati-
tyving to find when travelling through the
wheat areas and castern distriets that the
ralbits ure not s plentitul as they were.
In that dircetion the position has improvel.
The dingoes, however, have become more
numerons, and the pastoral industry 4s being
considerably hampered by them. Tt is de-
sired, therefore, 10 make the Aect more
effective so that the position mav be better
handled. Tbe State iy divided into two
purts, coch being under a separate  Act,
The 1918 Act covers the South-West divi-
sion, and the 1809 Act deals with everv por-
tion of the State outside that division. The
difficulties of administraticn have been in-
creased by the present legislation, and this
Bill is bronght iu so0 that economies
may he effected. Road boards in the South-
West are compelled to rconstitute them-
gelves as vermin boards, but that is not
so with road boards outside that division,
The dividing line between the two parts
of the State isx the rablbit-proof fenae.
The administration of the Aet outside the
Sonth-Weat is wot satisfactory. This is the
enst in such districts as FEsperance, where

there have bheen great developments in
agriculture recently. A large area of
land in that locality, which was wnot

thouuzht to e cereal prolueing, is now com-
ing under ecnltivation. This distriet is
covered by the 1908 Aet, which contains no
provision for rating on the unimproved capi-
tal value. The reward for dingoes vnder the
1909 Aet was 53, a sealp—this is the ares
administered by road boards—and under the
1M8 Aect, 10s. Tn Yalpgoo, Cue, Day Dawn,
and Nannine some dogs are paid for at 5s.
a head and some at 10s, for some portions
of those districts come under hoth Acts,
There is, therefore, confusion. Tn 19%z-
23, 6,692 dogs were caupht. The bonuses paid
by the Government amounted to £2,560. The
vermin boards paid £5286 over the same
reriod. The Bill proposes to apply the 1918
Act to the whole State, and make special
provigion for that portion of the State ont-
gide the South-West. A pood deal has been
said iz another place about this Bill. T have
had no opportunity of reading the diseus-
gions there, or of seeing the Minister for
Agriculture to-day. I have endeavoured, how-
ever, to arrive at the attitnde he adopted in
another place.

Hon. J. Duffell: He could have supplied
vou with notes on the matter.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
have compiled my own notes.

Hon. J. Duffell: That is not fair to you.

[COUNCIL. |

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
i quite fair, To the Bill has been added a
new clause, 7, whick does away with the road
hourds nnder the 1909 Act. The Minister for
Agriculture will supersede existing boards, ex-
cept in the South-West Division of the State.
It gives him o pesition of sule responsibility,
and be Lecomes merged, so to speak, in each
of these boards, He has a big part to play.

Hon. A. Burvill: T notice that the South-
West is exempt,

The MINISTER FOR BEDUCATION: |
do not know that there is any exemption.

Hon. .1, J. Holmies: The South is not pre-
pared to tax itself, bnt the North is.

The MINISTER FOR  EDUCATION:
Clatise 7 provides for the abwolition of all

boards outside the Sonth-Weat ivision. Tt
vests in the Minister for Agrieulture all the
powers of the boards in each distriet. The
Loards are Leing abolished at the request of
the North-West pastoralists, who are the
people  priscipally  eoneerned.  Under Sub-
clause 4 the amnuwal rate, as may lhe pre-
seribed Ty Parliament, shall be payable in
every year te the Minister for Agriculture by
the owner of every pastoral holding in cach
digtrict. The amount so raised will be de-
voted entirely to the destruction of dingoes
and foxes. Tt is considered that these are the
chief mienace to that portion of the State at
the present time, The pastoralists are going
to help considerably in this direction. They
arc wise in doing this, and in proteeting
their projerties. These holdings are very
valuable in view of the wonderful price of
wool, and the prosperity these parts of the
State are now enjoying. The Minister for
Apricvlture is preparcd to provide for the
appointment of an advisery heoard. That
should he satisfactory to members from the
North. The board will give adviee to the
Giovernment as to how the money raised under
this provision shall be used. The Government
will pay a subaidy in proportion to the
amount raised by the pastoralists in each dis-
trict for the destruetion of foxes nnd dingoes.
T believe there is zome diffieulty in another
place concerning this being a money Bill,
and that the fees to be charged will be em-
bodicd in anotber Bill

Hon, G, W, Miles: Will that Bill be brought
down before we adjournt

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
do not know what will be done otherwise.

Hon. J. Duffell: Can it not be done by regu-
lation?

The MTXISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
will ascertain the position from the Minister
for Agrienltore. The arrangement made with
the pastoralists is satisfaciory and shonld be
in the interests of the State. The Govern-
ment will assist them as far as possible in
exterminating these pests.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Ts the subsidy to be on
a pound for ponnd basis?

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION: 1
will eome to that. No rate will be levied
under Section 59 of the Act other than for
the purpose of defraying the cost of erect-
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ing, maintaining, and removing fencesz, 1
understand there is a fence in the Gascoyne
distriet which cost something like £60,000.
The information I have is that the money that
has been raised has not been used for any
other purpose than to pay interest and sink-
ing fund on the money invested. No repairs
are being effected. T believe Mr. Holmes in-
tends to nove an amendment, T hope he will
not move an amendment that will pre-
sent the DMinister from cffecting such
improvements to the fence as may Dbe
neeessary. From what I understand of
Mr., Holmes' intention, he does propose
to prevent the Minister from expending any
money upon the maintenance of this fence.
It is proposed to cmbody in the Bill a new
clavsy cmpowering boards te charge inter:st
on overdue rates. This is in accordanee with
the express wish of vermin boards. Much ex-
pense attaches to the colleetion of overdue
rates, because of the extra clerical work and
pestage involved in the task. The boards de-
sire something to be done so as to secure the
more rapid payment of the rates. If a pen-
alty is provided in the Bill it should have
that effeet, Another amendment provides that
inspectors will be compelled to submit reports
on holdings visited. ln the past the reports
when received have not been satisfactory.
Some have been of no value at all. The object
is to bring about uniformity in procedure by
all the inspeetors. Some of the boards do not
call for reports at all. It is hoped that this
provision will overcome fhat difficulty. It 1s
proposed to provide, by way of regulation,
a uniform bhonus of 20s. throughout the South-
West and 10s. throughout the rest of the
State. At the present time there is no uoni-
formity about it and some of the vermin
boards pay as much as £5 by way of bonus.
The Bill will do away with that difficulty
and provide bonuses on a uwniform basis. On
account of the larger payments in some dis-
tricts a certain amount of trafficking has been
going on and dogs killed in one vermin board
area have been taken where it was possible to
cclleet a higger bonus.

Member: That is business acumen.

The MINISTER FOR TEDUCATION:
Perhaps so, bnt it is intended to exercise a
greater control so as to prevent that sort of
thing eontinving. The Government honns
throughont the State will be 10s.  These
bonuses will represent double the amount be-
ing paid at present in areas outside the
Sonth-West division, Thore are other pests
that effect the position of pastoralists and
apgrienltorists in other parts of the State.
Many members, doubtless, have received com-
plaints regarding enros which are a menace
in some parts of the North-West., The Gov-
ernment regret that for the moment it ia not
possible to legislate for the extermination of
that pest. -

Hon. G. W, Miles:
done?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN :
Tt has been considered, but the Minister for
Agricultuore has not been able to embody pro-

Why cannot that be
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vigsions in the Bill to deal with euros. It is
necessary, of course, to deal with curos, for
in some parts they are worse than dingoes and
fuxes.

Hon, J, W, Kirwan: Wil! not the rabbita

jnerease if youw wexterminate the .wures and
foxes?
flon. 4. J. Holmes: But the euro is a

kangaroo and will net cat rabbits!

The MINISTER FOE EDUCATION :
The Minister for Agrieutture explained in an-
other place that” eurcs amd kangaroos come
within the seope of the Game Aet and some-
thing might be done to help the pastoralists
imder that Act.

Hou, G. W, Mileg: Wipe out the royalty
and bring them under the Vermin Act!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
| am prepared to aceept any satisfactory
amwendment that the hon. member may move.
Ameng the other pests that might be men-
tioned are white cockatoos in the South-West,
where they have ruined some of the orchards
and where their depredations are notieable
throughont the apple season, the emus in the
North Midlands, where they are extremely
treublesome during the harvest time, and the
vuros in the northern distriets. All these are
serious pests, but at the present time the leg-
islation does not eover them because, as the
Minister for Agriculture has pointed out, it
is not possible for the Government to do all
this work. Perhaps the Government may be
able to reeonsider the position in the future.
T hope some suggestions will be fortheoming
during the debate, particularly regarding the
curos, and perhaps some amendinent may be
fortheoming to improve the position in the
North-West, The Government desire to pro-
tect the pastoralists in the North as well as
the agriculturists in the South-West. ‘The
(Government also realise that the pastoralists
are anxious to help themselves. I believe the
Bill will be a useful measurc and I trust that
representatives of the South, East, and North
Provinces will have suggestions to make that
will materially improve the Bill. T move—

That the Bill be now read a secornd iime.

Hon. .J. J. HOLMES (XNorth) [5.36]: The
Minister has rightly said that the pastoral-
ints nre wp against a serious problem in the
North-West regarding dingoes, euros, emaus,
and, pessibly, fexes. The pastoralists, real-
ising this, have heen negotiating with the
Government for some months past in order
to arrive at a basis satisfactorg to them them
and to the Government for the lestruetion of
these pests. What the pastoralists wanted
and what they are getting in the Bill are
two different propositions. The pastoralisis
sugeested ther were prepared to tax them-
selves to the extent of 1d. in the pound on
the unimproved eapital vaine of pastoral hold-
in-g in the northern portions of the State and
asked in return that the Government should
pay a subsidy, on a £ for £ basis, of 10s. for



2040

a dingo, the pastoralists to put up another
10s., making 8 tota)l of £1 per dog.

The Minister for Edueation: That has
been done,
Hon. J. J, HOLMES: The reason for

asking Govermment assistance under that
beading is that many of these dogs are bred
on ('rown lands and not on land oceupied by
pastoralists. In the interests of the whole
State, including the South-West Diviaion
which does not come nnder these provisions,
it i mecessary to destroy these pests. The
pastoralists asked for a representative ad-
visory board to be elected or neminated hy
the taxpayers. They regarded that as a
reaxonuble request, bat the Government would
not agree to it. They want a board nomi-
nated by themselves, and that bhoard will be
empawered to spend the pastoralists’ money.
We have not a great voting strength in the
North and consenquently we have to take what
is given te us and be thankful. Tt is sug-
gested that the pastoralists will be at the
mercy of the Government. I have figured
that out for mysgelf and I do not think the
Government would attempt to penalise them,
beeauvse if they did so they would also pen-
alise the Treasury. At the rate proposed, T
believe £25,000 would be the result. If the
Government had to subsidise on a pound for
pornd basis they would have to find another
£25,000 in order to assist in exterminating
this pest. It is in the hands of the Treasurer
to fix the amoont of the tax and I think he
will not fix more than £5,000 to be provided
by the pastoralists and a similar amount te
be provided by the State. Perhaps a farthing
will be the first levy imposed by the Govern-
ment, and if that is not found sufficient to
destroy these pests, then a higher rate will
probably be imposed. The Bill will apply
only to the pastoral areas in the North, ani
not to the South-Weat Division. The Gov-
ernment proposg to pay a bonus of 10s.
thronghout the State and the pastoralista are
to be asked to provide & further 10a. The
trouble may be, however, that the pastoralists
will not pay for their own dogs only but for
doga killed in the Sonth-West division be-
cause, with only a dividing fence between the
two areas, it is possible for a man to kill
dogs in the South-West division and take
them across the fence, where he will be able
to collect £1 instead of 10s. for the sacalp.
That practice has been in voguwe throughout
the State and the Bill is introduced to get
over the present syztem of payments for
sealps, which range from 5s. to £2,

The Minister for Education: Some boards
have paid vp to £5,

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Under the existing
system the board paying the highest rate for
dogs gets the most dogs killed in its distriet
and has to provide the greatest amount of
money. We krow that all the dogs are not
killed in that district, but advantage is taken
of this position. As it is, the pastoralists
now carry not only the responeibility of dogs
¥illed in their own district but are
liable to pay for dogs killed in the
South-West, [ do mot know whether

(('OUKCIL. |

the members of the Country Party, if there
is such a party now, know of the pesition.

Hen, W. Carroll: The average amount
paid by beards in the South-West is from
£2 1o £3.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: Tn the atationa I
am interested in we provide 2 man, who gets
station wages, with a complete outfit, pro-
vigions, and equipment, together with a pay
ment of £6 for cach deg. When the man
had cleaned up our stations, he went outside
on to someone else’s property, killed the dogs
there and ¢ame back to us for payment.

Hon. H. Stewart: Tt paid you to do so.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: In the North we
are not in the same position as in the spoon-
fed Routh-West.

Hon. H. Stewart:
aren,

flou. J. J. HOLMES: There is one amend-
ment that the Solicitor Gencral has drawn up
for me. A seetion of the pastorulists in the
Gaseoyne many vears ago conceived what they
thought was a brilliant iden when the firsl
invasion of rabbity was reported, to construet
a fenee from Exmouth Gulf to the Bight and
by that means proteet their holdings within
the feneed off arca. Tn this way they were
to kecp out the rabbits. They borrowed some:
thing like £60,000 from the Government.
When the Bill was before the House, no maxi-
mum rate was fixed. They were thus lefi
to the mercy of anvone and everyome. The
Legislative (ouneil in its wisdom fixed the
maximum rate ot 2s per hundred acres
Somebody suggested there should be a maxi.
mum. The rantal in those days was 10s. per
thousand and the maximum imposed by this
House made the vermin tax twice the amount
of the rental. It beeame necessary to have
bosrd to administer the Aet in that par-
tienlar area and the poastoralists, or some of
them, were 150 or 200 miles from a port
There were no motor cars in those days and
if T may use the term not offensively, I will
say that the administration of the Act drifted
into the hands of publicans and sinners. The
erection of the fence cost an enpormous sun
of money. TFortunately for the pastoralists
there was subsequently found a defeet in the
Act, and whilst the Board were piven the
rate of 2s. per thonsand, mo provision was
made as to whom or where the money should
be paid. Tt became necessary to come back
to Parliament to adjust that, and it wa:
shown that a maximum of 1s. per 100, o1
10s. per 1,000, would he sufficient to mee
interest and sinking fund over the period fm
which the loan was granted, and it was ther
agreed to make good the defects in the Ael
to legalise the collection of the rate, not only
the existing rate but the arrears, and to fla
the maximum at 1s. per 100, Fortunately
there was no invasion of rabbits. It wa:
fornd that the comntry through which the
fence had been built contained watercourses
and that after rains there were floods an¢
the fence in places was washed away. The
pastoralists came to the conelusion that thei
morza! obligation was to pay interest and sink

Or the metropolitan
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ing fund. The fence was theirs aad they de-
vided to abandon it, but to pay interest and
sinking fund in accordance with the Act, so
that in due course their liability to the (rown
might be liquidated. That was quite a de-
vent thing to do. As a matter of faet the
pastoralists have always acted decently, They
are seattered all over the country and they
cannot ardminister the Act. It was agreed

that the -Minister should administer the
Act, colleet the rates, pay them inte a
funl and liquidate the liability, That
would bave been all right if the Min-
ister had done what the Acet compelled
him to do, that i, to alloeate the

meney for one partieular purpose, the pay-
ment of prineipal and interest. But the
Goverument, as is usval, appeinteill a chief
inspector and an army vf men to repair the
fence, a fenee that the squatters said they
would abandon, and there was spent nn it no
less a sum than £17,000 in trying to do to the
fence what the pnstoralists said they did not
want.  Moreover, iustead of paying that
£17000 out of revenue, as they should have
done, the Governmeat confiseated £17,000 of
the rate money that the pastoralists had paid
for the reluction of the principal and the
payment of interest. The pasteralists are
going to the court tn get an order for the
proper adjustment of the accounts. Vor that
reason, the amendment 1 propose to aubmit
hecomes necessary, beciuse the elause, as it
is drawn, gives the Miniater power to take
portion of that money, paid for a specific
purpese, in order to maintain and repair the
feuee. It is not a fair thing to seize the
opportunity to amend the Act so as to prevent
the pastoralists doing what they intend to
do, namely liquidate their liability. Tnstead
of their capital account coming down £17,000,
and the interest being reduced proportion-
ately, the capital account still stands and the
interest will still be debited against these
people on the increased amount instead of
the lesser amount after deducting the £17,000,
us shonld have been done. Subelause 5 of
Clause 7 gives the Minister pewer to erect,
maintain, and renew fences, The Great
Barrier fence was built to proteet, not the
pastoral, but the agrienltural areas, I do
not suppose the Gavernment would come down
on the pastoralists and ask them to maintain,
renew, or pay interest on that fence, but
there is no doubt that if the amendment I
supgest is not made, the Government will
come dovn on the unfortunate Gascoyne peo-
ple and compel them to maintain and repair
the fence and so keep the people there in
debt for ever. The pastoralists have paid for
the fence and they want to abandon it. They
are prepared to pay 10a. per thousand and
ultimately liguidate their liability. In order
to protect these people, I have had an amend-
ment framed by the Solicitor General. I
propose to add it to Subelause 5 and it will
resd—

And as regards the existing fence in the
Gaseoyne distriet, sueh rates shall not he
applied otherwise than to the payment of

7]
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interest on, and sinking fund for, the re-

demption of the foun already raised.
1 am asking the House to let these people do
what they are entitled to do, that is, to aban-
don their tence and pay 10s. per thous-
aml aeres per annum  until the liability
ix  liquidated. The pastoralists in this
particotar area have also to pay a rate
for the extermination of dogs. I wish
to make it clear that these people will still
pay their 10s. a thousaud and in addition will
pay their quota of the £5,000, £10,000,
£15,000 or £23,000, ay the cage may be. T
am sure my ¢ase will appeal to members. The
Bolicitor General argued that the fence
is  the Govermment’s security and must
be maintuined. That (il not appeul to
me, but he did mot pursue it any
further. The fence is mnot the seeurity.
The pastoral leases within the area are the
seeurity. TIf all the pastoralists walked out
and abandoned their leases the Government
woull have no ciaim on anybody, It is only
whilst the pastoralist is in possession of the
fcase that the Government are entited to en-
foree the rate, Tf I borrow £10,000 on a
property in Perth, the man from whom I
horrow will insist on my insuring the property
because that is Lis security, In this case the
fence is not the seeurity; it is the pastoral
leases that i3 the security while it is in the
occupation of the lessees who have to pay the
rate of 10s, per thousand per annum.

The Minister for Education: Tt is a most
extraordinary position.

Hon. J. JJ. HOLMES: The Minister for
Agriculture must admit that the pastoralists
are paying the maximum amonnt of rates.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS (North-East) [6.0]:
1 welrome the intreduction of the Bill. The
whole of the pastoralists are not confined to
the North province; there is a number in the
North-East provinee which I hore will grow,
Iuring the visit of the Premier recently the
pastoralists and representatives of the road
bonrds of Lawlers, Wiluna, Mt, Margaret,
and Lconcra waited on the Premier and re-
fuested that legislation be introduced on the
lines of this measure. They desired the Gov-
ernment to assist them by supplying dog-proof
feneing, but owing to the huge arean that
would huve to be fenced, they found that this
proposal was more or less impracticable. They
sugrested that the Government should give a
higher rate for dingo sealps, and this has been
conceded under the Bill, The country there
unti} recently was used almost exelusively for
cattle raising. Latterly it has been proved
that it will profitably carry sheep, and there
are prospeets that in years to come it will
be an important sheep-growing area,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But you must have
netting.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS: Yes, that means an
expenditure of £75 to £80 a mile.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Government are
going to provide some cheap netting for you.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Those pastoralists
would welcome it. Tbe pastoralists there may
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not be working on such a big seale as are those
in the North-West, but they are egually in-
terested in vermin legislation, The Bill will
asgist them to fight the dingoes which, from
20 miles east of Laverton, are particularly bad
Tight through to the South Australian border.

Hon. G. W. MILES (North) |6.2]: Mr,
Holmes has fully discussed the Bill as it
affects the dingo in the North-West, but he
omitted to mention the euro, though the Min-
ister referred to it. Is it mot possible to
amend this Bill 8o that euroa in the northern
and outer portions of the State may be de-
clared vermin? At pregent they come under
the Game Act and a royalty is charged on
them. The pastoralists in the North-West
have gone to a good deal of trouble to exter-
minate the dingoes, but proportionately to
their diminution euros have increased, and in
some instances there are mbre eures than
gheep in the paddocks.

Hon. J. A, Greig: Are not they of value?

Hon. G. W, MILES: Of very little value,
It does not pay to shoot them and when they
arc shot the Government impose a royalty—
this on an absolute pest! Considering the
value of the wool industry to the State, some-
thing should be done quickly to cope with this
pest.

Hon. H, Stewart: Get the Government to
put a regulation through.

Hon. G. W, MILES: North-West members
have urged the Government to take action
and it is time they did something. That
is how the North i3 treated. Some of us
saw the Colonial Secretary, but he told us
it was useless to go to him. It is time Min-
isters realised their responsibility and did
something.

Hon. H. Stewart: You want to go to the
Premier.

Hon. G. W. MILES: If evros in the north-
ern portions of the State can be declared ver-
min under the Bill, we shall not mind if they
are kept under the Game Act in the southern
parts of the State. I suppert the Bill, and
hope the House will agree to Mr., Holmes’
amendment, The pastoralists are prepared to
pay the tax to cover the interest and sinking
fond on the fence in the Gascoyne distriet,
and T do mot see why it is necessary to com-
pel them to keep the femce in repair when
they confend it is of no use to them.

Hon. J. Duffell: The Government will not
aliow them to remove it.

Hon, G. W. MILES: If the Goverament
allowed them to remove it it would be better,
beeause it would assist to reduce their lia-
bLility. The fenee extends from Exmouth Gulf
to the inmer fence.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clauges 1 to 6—agreed to.

[COUNCIL. |

Clause 7—The Minister to supersede boards
exeept in the sputh-nest division of the State:

Hou. J. J. IOLMES: I move an amend.
titent—

That the following be added to Subclause
Ji—"'"and as regurds the existing fence
the Gascoyne district, such rates shall nol
be applied otherwise than to the payment
of interest on and sinking fund for the re
demption of the loan already raised,”

The amendment proposes that the money
vaived, not under this legislation bui under
the 10s, per 1,000 aeres provision, shall be
applied to interest and sinking fund.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have the greatest sympathy with the Gascoyme
people. They seem to be in the position of
having to pay interest on a large amount of
money in respect of a fenece that is valueless.
I do not know whether the Government regard
the fence as security, The Solicitor General
reports—

I do not think this amendment should be
received taking absolute power away from
the Minister to do what is necessary in the
way of repairs.

If the amendment be carried the Minister
woulik not be able to do anything in the way
of repairs.

Hon, G. W. Miles: We do net want him to,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
do not think the amendment is necessary, but
if it be accepted, the Solicitor General suggests
the addition of the following words: —‘‘and
any repairs found absclutely necessary by the
Minister.”’ I suppose Mr. Holmes would not
accept that.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: No.

Hoen. G. W. Miles: That would mske the
position as before.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Why should the
Minister for Agriculture be able to examine
a fence fur which the people are paying and
say it shall be repaired when, in the opinion
of the people, the fence is no good. It is
washed down by every storm and broken
through by every kangaroo, euro and emu.
Their only hope is to zbandon the fence. I
oppose the amendment.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: In the south-west
divigion the people that have fenced their
areas against vermin are excluded from taxa-
tion under the Vermin Aect. I understand
the squatters in the Gascoyne area arranged
with the Government to fence in this area.
Will the amendment exempt them from rating
under the Act?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: They will pay the 10s.
per thousand and will pay under this clause
too.

Amendment put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: T
move an amendment—

That the following words be added, ** And
any repairs found absolutely necessary by
the Minister.”’

Sitting suepended from 6.15 to 7.50 p.m.



[13 DEcEMBER, 1923.]

Amendment pat and negatived.

Hon. G. W, MILES: Referring to what I
have said as to bringing euros under this
measgure, I now find that the Governmens can
include them by proclamation. There will
be no need for me to move an amendment
in that ¢onnection if the Minister will give
an assurance that be will use his best ea-
deavours to get euros included where that
course is pecessary. I understand also that
the Government will waive the royalty on
euro gking

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Minister for Agriculture bas informed me
that the Government have waived the roy-
alty. There is power to do by regulation
what Mr. Miles desives with regaed to curos,
and I shall make it my business to have it
done as speedily as possible.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time, and returned to the
Aswembly with an amendment.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.
Second Teading.
Debate resumed from the 11th December.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [7.39]: At
ap early stage of this session I offered my
congratulations to the Leader of the Housc
upon his aecession to Cabinet rank, Those
congratulations were tendered in all sin-
eerity. At that astage I also expressed my
hope that the Minister for Education, as
the Couneil’s only representative in the
Cabinet, would assert his personality in con-
nection with Government arrangements. I
am deeply sorry to say that my hopes and
progunostications in that respeect have not
been realised to the extent I would like. I
thought the Minister for Education would
endeavour to put an end to the system of
one-man government. But the Premier now
dominates the Government exactly as he did
prior to the opening of this session. Some
of us hoped that Mr. Ewing, on attaining
Ministerial office, would asgert his individu-
ality and protest against the drift which
then obtained—unfortunately it obtains to-
day. In conmection with the Appropriation
Bill I was greatly struck by the note of
eriticism sounded by Mr. Holmes, Mr.
Baxter, and others who by no stretch of
imagination can be deemed enthusiastic sup-
porters of the Labour policy. The eriticisms
passed by these gentlemen upon the Govera-
ment are backed up by strong arguments.
When introducing the Appropriation Bill the
Minister fortified himself with an aceumu-
lation or confusion of figures., Possibly he
may bhave understood those figures, and hon.
members may or may not have appreciated
their bearing. The Minister may or may
not have proved his case. Mr. Holmes,
taking up lhe Minister’s challenge, replied
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with another accumulation of figures. After
dissecting those figures I am of opinion that
Mr. Holmes put uwp & good case, and one
which requires a dea) of answering. It re-
mains for us to say how much longer we will
sit down and accept the existing state of
affairs. [t is for this House to decide
whether the Government are in the right or
whether Mr, Holmes and those who sup-
ported him are in the right, Finance is gov-
ernment, and government iz finance. We
have to decide how the sum of mnearly
£10,000,000 sterking covered by the Appro-
priation Bill is to be apportioned. Befere
casting our votes on u Bill involving such
gigantic expenditure, we must form an
opinion on the mapner in which the adminis-
tration of public affairs has been carried on.
As proved by Mr. Holmes and others, that
administration has been entirely wrong for
a long time. We now have to anmalyse our
position. 1ff there is justification for the
criticisms, or I may say accnsations, levelled
at the Government by Mr. Holmes in par-
ticular, it is time for the Minister for Educa-
tion, as representative of the Government in
this Chamber, to sit up and take notice. [
have long been ccnnected with the pubiic
life of this State, and particularly as a mem-
ber of this Couneil for eight years; and cer-
tainly I have never read or heard such an
indictment levelled at a Government as that
levelled by Mr. Holmes at the Mitchell Min-
jstry in conpection with the Appropriation
Bill.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: I merely quoted their
figures.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: Quite so. I make
no complaint on that score. Somehody
should aseertain whether Mr. Holmes is right
or is wrong. If he is right, somebody eise
must be wrong., Unfortunately I was not
here when Mr. Holmes moved for a select
committee to inquire into the administration
of the Peel and Bateman estates. I certainly
would have supported him in his request for
a seleet conunittee. A few years ago
the Labour Government piled up a de-
ficit of about a million and a half. Then
a Goverament coumsisting of men of business
acumen and commercial instinets took charge
of affairs with a view to squaring the finan-
ces. The result was that the deficit ae-
enmuiated still more rapidiy until it reached
nearly six millions. No public man is justi-
fied in erying stinking fish. We ought to put
our best goods in the window. Still we must
occasionally have a review of the position.
The other night it waa ironically declared
that we were getting a fine advertisement
from the remarks of Mr, Holmes. I say it is
better for the State that the facts should be
pnt hefore the people than that we should
be at pains to present an unduly attractive
picture. The Minister for Education says
that everything in the State is lovely and that
the deficit is justified by wirtur- of the fact
that we are getling increased population. Bat
all thinking people know exactly the value of
the apparent increase in ounr population, Tt
has been =aid that as fast as people come
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here fromn the Ol Land they go ou to the
Eastern States. I will aot say that, but [
do declure that for every hundred people
eoming into the Htate, 70 are leaving. I do
not think the Minister van successfully com-
but that stutement. Woesteru Auastralia is be-
ing used as a recruiting ground for the East-
ern Ntates, Morcover, in quality, the men and
wotten coming to the State do not represent
25 per cent. of those we are losing; for we
are losing sowme of our best citizens, men who
huve hattled hard here for years and rzised
familivs. They are disgusted with the exist-
ing vonditions, and, having saved a little
money, are getting ont of the State. What
T i saying I know to be correct, Yet the
Minister declares that everytling in the State
is agtisfuctory. In my view we should net al-
low the existing state of affairs to continue.
Fach member of the House has to take his
share of responsibility for the actions of the
Government. [ enter my protest against the
Government s immigration policy. Mr. Baxter
and Mr. Miles the other night by interjection
sail the (fovernment’s immigratior policy had
the Hlesing of the Labour Party and that Mr.
Augwin, the deputy leader of the party, was
strong in support of it. The Labour Party
stonds for a healthy, progressive aystem of
hmnigration; for they realise that Australia
is the beat country in the world and they
want it populated by a white race. But the
party says that provision has to be made at
this end for those who are being brought out
to the State. To-day we are bringing out men
and women under false pretences. We have
paid officials going around the back country
trying to induce our farmers to employ the
new comers. In due conrse the migrants are
shanghaied up country at 25s. a week. They
do not suit the boss, or the boss does not suit
themn, and in about 24 hours they are on their
way back to the city, The Labour Party
stands for any goed, healthy system of mi-
gratinn, but it must be on sound lines, not on
the lines of Sir James Mitehell s system. The
Minister for Education as usual enthusiastie-
ally supported the Premier, punetuating his
remarks with ‘“The Premier wishes this, and
the Premier wishes that.’’

The Minister for Educntion: That was not
s0.

Men. J. W. HICKEY: T listened to what
the Minister said.

The Minister for Education:
hear me say that.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: But I did. I was
disappointed to find that the Minister had dug
himself in as the chief apologist for the Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Edueation:
ought not to be loyal?

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: T bave never ques
tioned the Minister’s loyalty. He is entively
loyal to the Government on the floor of the
Hounse. But there is such a thing as loyalty,
and sueh a thing as lnyalty earried to exeess.
A Minister loval in the true sense ought to
say to the Premier, “T am fifty-fifty with
sou; T have to jnstify vour Cabinet in the

You did not

Do you say 1

[COUNCILL

Legislative Couneil, and so I require an a1
gument to put up.’’ Instead of that, th
Minister comes here with nothing but apolc
yies for the Government.

The Minister for Educaticn: I did no
apeologise for them. [ simply stated facts.

Hon. J, W, HICKEY: Other members ma,
have voustrued the Minister's remarks in g dif
forent way. As I have said, in the early stagre
of the session, 1 was hopeful that the Ministe
would assert himself. However, let that pas:
It was thrown across the Chamber when Mi
Moore was speaking that the Labour Part;
supported the immipration poliey, and wer
on the Premier’s side im that matter. T
this T agree to some extest. There is om
thing we would have insisted upon and tha
was the making of complete arrangements fo
marketing. The (overnment establishe
group settlements, but, ostrich-like, thei
heads are in the sand and they kanow ne
what will happen afterwards. The whols
question depends upon the marketing of th
produce, and this will be the biggest facto.
in the pogition. The Minister has not tol
us what the attitude of the Government is a:
to the marketing of the produce of thes
group settlers, or of that of any other set
tler.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Do you expect the Gov
ernment to do that?

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: The party that keep:
the Government in power expeets them to d¢
everything.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Your pariy is keeping
them in power,

Hon. J. W, HICEEY: The Governmen
should not do everything, but as they estab
lished these group settlements it is thed
responsibility to see that markets are openec
up for the settlers, As things are, a prea
deal of the produee that is grown by the
settlers may prove to be unmarketable, I
may be said that wool will always commanc
a price, but the time may come when that
may not be so, and hon, members represent
ing that interest will be locking to the Gov
ernment.

Hon. G. W, Miles; Nevar.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: The squatters ané
farmers, in common with other people, wil
be looking to the Govermment.

Hon, G. W, Miles: The squatters are look
ing after themselves,

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: No one better. Thes
bave done d0 for a long time, but that war
not always the rase. The Minister should
state the sttitude of the Government as tc
the warketing of produce. Mr. Holmes level
led revere criticism at the Government. 1
conld have understood it eoming from the
Leadcer of the Opposition, hut not from Mr
Holmes. T have visited the Peel estate, ané
from what T saw, with all its disabilities
sandhills and bush, T think there is a gnod
chanee of the estate making good. T do nol
refer to individuals there becavse they dc
not count, knt the proposition appears to me
to be a good one. It is certainly over-capi
talised, and the wrong class of settler has
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been placed upon it. This surprised me very
much. The land seemed to be good, the work
heing done upon the estate was efficient, and
the settlement as a proposition seemed to be
all right. If, however, the Government are
not getting a quid pro guo for what they are
doing we shall have an over-capitalised estate.
I did not know until Mr. Holmes said it that
the better part of this estate, which was being
cultivated when I eaw it, had been swept
away by floods, and that men were being paid
a big price to clear it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I said the other end
was a washaway, and that this end of the
group settlewent was the part under the
Agrienltural Bank.

Hon, J, W. ITICKEY: Someone must be
responsible for this. I know both Mr. An-
ketell, and the foreman of woyks, Mr. Devine,
and 1 believe they are men who lmow their
jobs, If they do not kunow it they shenld not
be allowed to remain,

Hon. A. Burvill: What about the abnormal
rains we had?

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : That will be brought
out at the inquiry. Either these officers are
tight, or they are wrong., If Mr. Holmes’
statement is correct, there must be a reason
for the position. I have been hopeful that
with such land as there is on this estate, we
have a chance of making a success of it, but,
if what Mr. Holmes says is correet, the re-
port of the select commitiee or Royal Com-
mission will prove interesting. Mr, Mills,
Mr. Moore, and others resented the remarks
of the Minister that there was land for all.
I have seen as much of this State as any
member of Parliament, and I know it north,
south, east and west. When men are inquir-
ing for land I endeavour to get it for them,
but one cannot get land for any man.

The Minister for Education: Do you say
that of this big State?
Hon. J. Nicholson:

kind of land.

ton. J. Cornell: You can get it if yon die
and go to Xarrakatta.

Hon. J, W. HICKEY: There are Country
Party representatives in this Chamber whe
know what I mean when I gay that a man
cannot pet land. I do not refer to land be-
yond the Leopold Ranges.

The Minigter for Education: Where do you
want it?

Hon. J. W, HICKEY, Within a rcasonable
distance of the railway.

Hon. V. Hamersley: Alongside a town hall.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: That interjection is
worthy of the hon. member. 1 remember
that Mr. Hamersley did not coms out too well
in the report made by the lands surveyor,
Mr. Lefroy.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Did he get the cane?

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: Mr. Hamersley
holds a lot of country in the Toodyay dis-
trict, bnt it is all tied up. If the Goverament
wanted it for returned soldiers they would
have the cold hard word put upon them by
Mr. Hamersley.

It depends on the
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Hon, G. W, Milesg: He would sell to-mor-
row.

Hon, J, W, HICKEY: At a price.

Hon. J. Cornell: Do you not wish you had
half his complaint?

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: He should not be
given a chance of dictating terms. He and
others sbould be compelled, in the interests of
closer settlement, to go to arbitration, where
the miners had to go.

Hon, G. W. Miles: They would not abide
by its decisions.

Hon, J. W, HICKEY: I am afraid our
friends wonld very guickly declare a lock-out.
During the epurge of the Minister’s speech
I interjected with referenece to a thousand
men on the goldfields who were looking for
land. [ asserted that those people had already
communicated with the Queensland Govern-
ment and informed them that they were pre-
pared to leave Western Australia if land
could be provided for them in Queensland.
The Minister contradicted me, and said that
land was available. Sometimes we exaggerate
and 1 may cut down the figure by one-half.
On that basis, 500 men, with their families,
are prepared to go to Queensland. They are
good citizens nnd nnxious to get holdings for
themselves. The Minister says the Govern-
ment can provide land for them here.

The Minisler for Education: We must do

80.

Hon. J. W, HICREY; Then why de not
the Government provide the land?

The DMMinister for Education: Give us a
conerete case! Put it in writing and let us
sge what there i3 in it.

Hon. J. W, HICEEY: 1 can give the
Government many coucrete cases. In the Ger-
aldton distriet there are a number of young,
able-bodied farmers who wish to get land in
their own district or elsewhere, There are
other men in the Murchison district anxious
to get land in any part of the State, but they
cannot get it.

Ton. G. W. Miles: Do you mean to say
there is no land available?

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: No,

Hon, G. W. Aliles: You mean that you
could find the land if the Labour Party were
in power? You say the land is here?

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: The Minister says
land is available to-day. I say it is not. If
he shows me where the land is to be secured,
T will guarantee to produce to-morrow morn-
ing 20 men, with a few pounds a3 capital,
who are prepared to go before any commit-
tee of investigation and take up the land.
There may be land for immigrants, but there
is no land for good Western Australians!

The Minister for Edueation: That is not
the policy of the Government.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY:; Where is the land
for our own people?

The PRESIDENT: These conversational
arpuments are guite out of order.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: There are huge es-
tates, more particularly in the North, that
¢an be resumed. There is a large area in the
Vietoria distriet, between Mullewa and Min-
genew, and if a board comprising shrewd
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business men were appointed, that land eould
be acquired on advantageous terms. I do mot
stand for configeation but for a sound scheme
of closer settlement, and it is essential that
something should be done to further such a
policy. Reference has ben made to the Gov-
ernment scheme to generate power at Collie.
I trust the Miniater will give an adequate
explanation of what the scheme means. If it
is that the Btate is to be tied for all time to
that scheme, we must remember that the
conl mining industry here is only in its in-
faney. We have no guarantee that large coal
fields will not be developed at Irwin and Eradu
anml in the North-West.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Power conld not he
transmitted from Collie to a radiva of more
than 200 or 300 miles,

Hon. .J. W. HICKEY:
surance on tha point,

Hon. G. W. Miles: They could not trans-
mit enrrent economically over a greater dis-
tance.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: We should have
some assurance that the whole State is not to
be tied up to Collie for all time, for T have
heard grave doubts about this proposition,
The Minister referred to the mining industry
and said that the Governmeni werc doing
everything possible to assist that industry.
Last year Western Australia contributed over
60 per cent, of the gold yleld of the Common-
wealth. Mining has done much for Western
Australia and it should at least get a little
help from whatever Government may be in
power. Every other industry has received
assistanee but the mining indusiry is still at
the same old astage.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The Premier has just
promised to place another £100,000 aside to
assist the industry,

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: The total mining
~ote i3 £100,000, and aa for the Premier’s
attitnde, the assistance referved to is made
up of a reduction of 9a. a week in the wages
of the miners and the halance represents a re-
Auction in the price of water supplied to the
big mines. Never in the history of the State
has the mining industry received a worse
deal than it has had this year! I have been
associated with mining for many years and
T have spent amost every ‘“hob’’ that I had
in the business and got little or nothing out
of it. I speak with authority when 1 say
that the industry has not bad a fair deal
T may be pardoned for referring to recent
cvents on the Golden Mile. We find there
at the present time the men employed in the
industry reduced te a position of serfdom
by the Arbitration Court. Almost simultan-
eously the Govermment go to the assistance of
the mining rompanies to the extent of re-
lieving them of payment for water supply,
the benefit in thig respect derived by the com-
panies being about £40,000. This amount,
together with the reductions affected by the
Arbitration Counrt in the wages of the men
employed on the Golden Mile, has resulted in
a benefit to the companies of something like
£100,600.

1 want some ns-
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AMr. Miles: A judge appointed by your
own party gave the award.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY: Though I am not
an alarmisf, I sound a note of warning. 1
do not talk very much in this House, but
I can say as one who has been in the hurly-
burly of things that we are on the edpe of 2
voleano so far as the industrial world is con-
cerned, | ray this as one who knows some-
thing abont the position. The award that has
lately been given has created a feeling of
hatred similar to that which has existed ut
Broken Hill for many years past. Efforts
have been made to bring the Chamber of
Mines awnd the cemployees together, even
though the Chamlber has turned down every
proposal submitted to it. In spite of that I am
still hopeful that the organisations through-
out the State are prepared to assist the miners
and to take a certain line of action, T wish
to give the Chamber of Mines another chance
to rerlise the unfairmess of the award recently
given. The position that exists can be re-
lieved by the Chamber of Mines, and at least
that bedy should have the courtesy and
deceney to meet the executive of the Miners’
Union, They have not done so yet. I am
hopefui that they will, and for that reason I
shall refrain from saying anything further
regarding the existing condition of things
at Kalgoorlie, The companies operating on
the Golden Mile have paid millions in divid-
ends, and now they tell us that they cannot
carry on unless there is a reduction in the
working ecosts. The Government thereupon
go to their assistance by reducing the charges
for water., This action involves the State in
an amount of £40,000. That sum, together
with what the Arbitration Court award means
to the companies, is sullicient to enable the
companies almost to pay a dividend. 7This
House would be justified in hanging up the
proceedings until such time as the conditions
of the employees on the Golden Mile were
improved. I am as interested in the develop-
ment of mining as any member of this House,

The PRESIDENT: I do not wish to inter-
rupt the lLion. member, but I sugpgest to him
that he should keep a little more to the sub-
ject before the House. He has already spoken
for a little over an hour.

Hor. J. W. HICKEY: T thank you, Mr.
President, for your suggestion. There is one
matter, however, I do wish to touch upon and
it is the latest proposal on the part of the
Government to grant concessions to an indi-
vidual named Stevenson to operate all aban-
doned leases in the State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: But that is only a pro-
position up to now.

The PRESIDENT: 1 hardly think that
]c30mes within the scope of the Appropriation

111

Hon. J. W. HICKEY : 1 think it does, The
mining industry was rteferred to by the
Minister in terms that would give the public
to understand that the department were doing
everything possible to develop it. The pro-
posal which was recently announced was to
give Stevenson the right to operate in thisty
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divisions in the State covering an area of 63
miles by G3 miles each for a period of five
vears,

The Minister for Education: It was only a
suggestion.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: 1 was present at a
meeting the other day at which the whole
matter was gone into, and baving seen cer-
tain things happen in connection with Govern-
ment departments I am half afraid that qur-
ing the recess the concession may be granted
to this individual.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: You
bave nothing to fear.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: We have seen sub-
jects of even greater magnitude than this
happen during recess.  Under such a proposal
500 men could hold the whole of the Btate,
and particularly would the scheme apply to
Kalpoorlie. 1 know something about this
buginess, and perhaps even more than you,
Sir, and the Leader of the House. If the
concession should by any chance be granted
it would be the greatest tragedy experienced
in the history of mining in Western Australia.
Who is this individual? I know, or have heard
of practically all the mining people of any
consequence in this State, but I never heard
of Stevenson. I went to the meeting to hear
first hand what his proposition was. Ile said
that the idea was that the State should give
him the right Lo operatc in 33 divisions com-
prising the area that [ have already quoted.
That practically means operating the whole
of the auriferous areas in the State, excepting
the North-West. I do not know why the
North-West was excluded.

Hon. G. W Miles: The Government would
never agree to that.

The Minister for Edueation interjected.

Hon, J, W, HICKEY: I am taking the full
responsibility for my utterances. I do not
make statements unless I have proof.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister can reply
to you,

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: I hope he will be
able to do so. T was shocked to find that
officers of the Mines Department should have
fallen to this proposal. I dc not know who
is behind Stevenson, but I am forced to the
conclusion that the officers of the depart-
ment are acting under direet imstructions.
TUnless those instruetions were given by the
Minister, I do not know where they cams
from. The Minister is going out of office at
the end of the vear, and I want to see the
Government take no chances. We should
not permit our goldfields to be locked up,
bat they will be locked wp urder this pro-
posal. Members representing the eastern
goldfields can speak for themselves. In the
Murchison we have men that have opened
up the country, have made fortunes and have
put their all back into the industry. To-day
they are operating on miners’ righta, This
proposal will tie up 400 or 500 men and
prevent them from working up there amy
Ionger, Why should any Government enter-
tain such a proposal? Mr. Miles says the
Goverament will not agree to it; so does the
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Minister, but why do they entertain it ¥
Why did not the Government give Steven-
aon the order of the boot and poke him out
of the door as soon as he suggested such an
impudent scheme? Ii seems as though the
Government are prepared to go on with the
propesal and tie up our auriferous areas for
five years, The Minister says the Govern-
ment are doing a lot for the mining industry,
but when we know they are entertaining a
propasal of this kind, we should protest.
Every representative of a miniog comstitu- |
ency should raise his voice in proiest against
the propesal. I shall always raise my voice
againgt any such scheme irrespective of
whom T offend or please. The mining indus-
try has done much for the prosperity of
Western Australia and should not be allowed
to languish, because someone has put a tale
in the ear of the Government with the object
of holding up the best portion of the State
to the detriment of the men that have
blazed the trail.

Hon. G. W. MILES (North) [8.50]: I
coneur in some of Mr. Hickey’s remarks,
particularly those regarding Mr. Holmes’
speech. That spesch should have been made
by the Leader of the Opposition in another
place. I regret we have no active opposi-
tion there, Whatever Government is in
power, it is necessary that the other side of
the case should be presented to the publie.
Mr. Hickey has spcken of the Government
neglecting the mining industry. A confer-
ence of goldficlds members was called last
week and a deputation was arranged to
meet the Premier this morning. In addition
te the £100,000 provided on the Estimates,
of which £44,000 is alocated for goldfields water
supplies, the Premier has promised to
make available £100,000 a ycar for any
sound mining propositions put before him.
It is proposed to form mining boards in the
various mining centres. I mention this in
fairness to the Government. I think they
are prepared to assist the industry, and are
beginning to realise that more should be
done than has been done in the past., I was
glad to hear the Minister say that public
works are being carried out by contract and
not by day labour or that the Government
intend to call tenders for their works. From
what T can hear, T do not think all the
public works are being carried out by con-
tract, and I hope the Minister will look into
this question and see that this portion of
the Government policy is given effect to in
future, There has heen a discussion in
another place on State trading concerns.
I do not wish to labounr that subject. Mem-
bers know my feelings towirds those concerns.
State trading is no funection of government.
When the Government go to the electors
next March, if they are returned, I hope it
will be with a mandate from the people
either to get rid of the trading councerns or
carry them on in & proper way. If the conm-
cerns are to be contimned, thev should be
placed under a board, just as the Commaon-
wealth have done with their ships. If the
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Government iniend to continue the shipping
service to the North-West, they shonld dis-
pose of the present hoats and get up-to-date
ones. It is of no use tinkering with the
matter., We canonot go on fooling with
trading concerns. I hope the Government
will be returned with sufficient members to
get rid of them, Our six Ministers have
quite enough to do to attend to the affairs
of State without trying to manage trading
. concerns, of which they know nothing. The
funetions of the Government are to control
railways, roads, harbours, water supplies,
police and education, and if they attend to
thowe matters properly, it is all they are
asked to do.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Government do not
want to get rid of them.

Hon. G. W, MTLES: If a Labour Govern-
ment be returned, we shall know that the
trading concerns are to he carried on, but
they should then be carried on properly.
Roards should be appointed to control them
and political influence shounld be done away
with. Refere¢nce has been made to the
metropolitan tramway extensions, I con-
sider the Government are building some
tramways to compete with their own rail-
ways, The condition of the city roads along
the tram tracks is an abgolute disgrace to the
Government. If the trams were owned by a
private company, the rcads would be kept
in order. Sooner or later someone will meet
with an accident through the bad condition
of the roads. The Government are supposed
to keep the roads in order for a distance of
1R inches outside the lines. Tn all the
streets earrying tram tracks and particularly
at the Barrack-street corners, the state of
the roads is disgraceful, The Government
should be ashamed for any visitor to see
them. 1 am glad the Government have pro-
vided money for the metropolitan water
supply. I wantl to see the sewerage system
of the city diverted from the river. It was
a mistake from the start to put it there, and
if it would cost a quarter of a million of money
to divert it to sewage farmg, the money
ghould be made available as soon as possible.
T am sorry a larger amount is not provided
for water supples in agrieultural distriets.
In the wheat areas it is necessary to provide
key dams. The Government should provide
dog-proof fencing in the wheat belt so that
farmers may run sheep as well as grow
wheat, Then when the price of wheal comes
down, the farmers will be able to carry on
and meet their liabilities to the Govern-
ment. Weatern Australia is one of the best
wool-prodocing countries in the world, and
the whole world sends to us to buy our wool.
It is not so with wheat or any other produet.
The pastoral areas on the North-East
goldfields and further north are being
developed, and tbhe Government should take
advantage of the offer of the DBritish
Government to guwarantee three-fourths
of the interest for five years on material pur-
chased in the Old Country. There should be
no delay about this; the Government should
take advantage of it immediately, get the
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material here and supply it to the farmers
and pastoralists on 20-year terms. Then they
would he doing something to develop the in-
dustry., We have the whole world for our
market; there would be no question of hav-
ing to seck markets for the produce thus
raised. The Government should also consider
the question of railway freights. A business
man ronning the railways, wher he found
motor traffic competing, would reduce his
freights and fares. The railways are not run
entirely as a business proposition, They are
intended to develop the country, as & result
of whiclh the Government benefit. Between
Perth and Fremantle most of the passenger
traffic is being done by motors on the roads.
Freight also is being earried by motors and
by water. It is time the Government con-
sidered the guestion of reducing railway
freights and fares. In the back eouniry
freights are exceedingly high and are hinder-
ing development.  During the last two or
three years I have on several oecasions
pointed out that the farther distant a centre
is, the higher is the freight per ton per mile,
A man starting a pastoral property out from
Meetkutharra or Leonora has to meei freights
representing 34 per cent. of the working costa
of his proposition. It is of no use saying
the State ¢annot mect ita cbligations, but it
can never expeet to do so if the Government
permit the rates to be raised so greatly as to
kill freights on their raitways. Motor lorries
are competing with the railways as far as
York and Northam. I do not know whetber
the Government, having appointed a Commis-
sioner of Railways, can take action direcily;
but I should say they have sufficient influence
with the Commissioner to make him adoapt
their policy. The enly way the railways can
compete with motor lorries is by reducing
freights and fares, not by running one train
per honr to Fremantle. The sooner the rail-
ways are eleetrified, the hetter it will be for
the country,

The Mlinister for Education: Quite right.

Hon. G, W. MILES: Recently there has
been some’ criticism passed by Mr. Cornell on
Mr. J. Thomson, member for Claremont in
ancther place. Mr. Holmes has referred dis-
paragiugly of the late Agent General, Sir
James Connolly. As regards Mr. J. Thomson,
I can testify that he did good service in the
0ld Country by inoteresting the British La-
bonr Party in our immigration scheme, to
which ¢nd ke arranged meetings at his own
expense. With regard to Sir James Connolly,
no one has a greater respeet than I have for
our late T.eader, Mr, Colebateh, but I say he
will have a hard task to follow in Sir James
Connolly’s footsteps as Agent General. Sir
James Connolly has done magnificent work
for this State in London. An Agent General
ean confine himself to the official and social
sides of his office; but a man with energy
and initiative can make work for himself as
Agent General by keeping this State and Aus-
tralia well before the people at Home. And
that is what Sir James Connolly did.  As
regards the agreement for the sale of the
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products of the Wyndham Meat Works,
although it has since been found that the
agents are connected with the American Meat
Trust, and although Sir James Connolly no
doubt infroduced the agents to the Premier,
still it was the Premier who made the appoint-
ment, At that time no doubt Sir James Con-
nolly thought he would be Agent General for
another three years, and had no idea of ac-
ecpting another position. To show the esteem
in which 8ir James Connolly is held at Iome,
I may relate a conversation I had with cne
important business man, He ssked me what
Sir James Connolly would be doing after he
had retired from the Agent Generalship. T
said, ‘‘He is remaining in London so far as
I know.'' The husiness man said to me, ‘I
want seincoue to run my Hull business in eon-
nection with Australian produce. Would Sir
James Connolly take it, and what kind of
salary is he getting?’’ T said that his salary,
with motor car and house and other allow-
auces, woull ke worth £2,000 or £3,000 a year.
The business man said, ‘I can afford to pay
him that.”’ I replied, ‘T don’t think you
could get him to live in Hull, but you might
get him on your hoard in London.’' T feel
bound to express my appreciation of the
work dore by Bir James Connolly as Agent
General. To connection with an exhibit of
cotton grown in the North, which was re-
cently sent Home from Fremantle, the Alin-
ister was reported in the Press to have paid
me a left-handed compliment. It was printed
that he had referred to some of my work in
the North as ‘‘a visionary scheme.’’ I do
not think the Minister used any such lan-
guage, but I think he should have corrected
the mistake before this.

The Minister for Edueation:
such a word.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I know that.
The Minister for Eduecation: I will make
the correetion with pleasure,

Hon. G. W. MTLES: As regards the North-
West, we had a tour through the Kimberleys
a few years ago in company with our late
leader, Mr. Colebateh, After travelling about
5,000 miles by water, rail and road, we got
hack from Wyndham to Derby, and there Mr.
Caolebatek made a speech, I remember his
saying on that oeccasion, ‘‘Things seen are
mightier than things heard.’’ Mr. Cole-
bateh went on to speak of the development of
the North-West. T then said that if the Min-
ister was sincere in his statements—and I
believed he was—there would in future be no
need for North-West members, as the Min-
ister wonld carry out the schemes which we
had been advocating. Subsequently Mr, Cole-
hatch was appointed Minister for the North-
West, and the North-West Department was
ereated. When a Commissioner for the
North-West was appointed, North-West mem-
bhers here and in another place suggested
that he should reside in the North, We
understood that the Commissioner’s job would
be to frame a policy for the development of
the North and advise the Government on that
snbject. Instead we find that a2 man has

T never used
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been appointed Comunissioner, and another
man as Assistant Commissioner, with a com-
plete staff, but thai the Commissioner has ne
scheme for the development of the North and
functions merely as a buffer between the
people of the North-West and members for
the North-West on the ope band, 2nd the
Government on the other. If any proposition
for the advancement of the North is put up
to the Commissioner, he turns it down at once,
saying that there is nmo money available for
it. I say that the Commissioner’s duty is te
live in the North. As the member for Kim-
berley, Mr. Durack, in another place said,
““The North-West Department, lock, stock
and barrel, should be transferred to Broome.’?
If the Government are not going io give the
Commissioner the necessary power, the North-
West Depurtment should be abolished, 1f it
were competent for me—T believe it is not—
to move the deletion from the Estimates of
the amount of £24,000 for the North-West De-
partment, I would do so. I do nat knew
whom to blame in this connection. Probably
the fault lies with the Government, though
I do not wish to put this at all personally.
Tf T quote fignres comparing the North with
the South, I do not want memhers to think
T am setting one end of the State against
the other. I have equal confidence in all
portions of the State. But T ask, if the
Government are not going to put up a policy
for the North, and put it up at once, will
they be prepared to assist us of the North
to get separation? We are prepared to take
over the North Province, and also to take over
our share of the public debt ¢n a population
basis; or ¢lse we are prepared to take over
Giovernment assets in the North less depre-
ciation, thus repaying to the Government
every penny they have spent on the North. I
say emphatically that the North has not re-
ceived fair treatment from the South. Mr.
Holmes has put the ease by saying that the
North is treated worse hy the South than the
Commouwealth treats Western Australia. If
the North had home rule, the British Gov-
craoment would assist to develop and people
that eountry. Now I wish to mention one or
two matters eoncerning which I have already
spoken to Alinisters The Ministers have told
me that they are preparcd to look into them,
but I regard it as my duty to put those things
on record. Mr. Holmes has referred to the
difference between wharfage rates in the
South and wharfage rates in the North. The
man who grows a bcast in the South is
charged for wharfage 4d. plus 20 per cent.
In the tropical North—where labour is dear,
and where every employee has to be paid a
tropical allowance of 5= per day, though
heard is only 30s. per week, where in fact all
cmployees receive tropical allowances—the
wharfage on a beast is 1z €d. plus 20 per
cent. That compares with 4d. plus 20 per
cent. in the South. Coal, flour, and wheat
are taken over southern wharves free, as prim-
ary products. If pearl ahell were fished in
sonthern waters, it would be considered a

primary product. The pearler of the North



2050

has had a bad time, but for pearl shell he
pays a wharfage rate of 4s. per ton plus 20
per cent. The Minister told vs here recently
that that wlLarfage charge had heen reduced
by ls. per ton. For a ton of chaff landed on
Broome jetty, from which the township is
two miles distant, wharfage and haulage
amount to 183, To land & wagon on the
Port Hedland jetty costs £5. The Port Hed-
land-Marble Bar railway, as I have stated
times without number, has demonstrated that
one can carry stock another 100 or 200 miles
further back, I wish to read a short extract
from what the Commissioner of Railways
stated after visiting the North—

This laving heen my first visit to the
North-West, of whieh, on thie occasion, T
saw only a very small part indeed, T would
ask to be panloned for mentioning the very
favourable impression strongly created in
my mind as to its wonderful possibilities
in all kinds of natural wealth, and the
wonderfn] opportunities which it offers to
healthy young men who are not afraid of
work. 'The papulation, is it true, is go smalt
as to he almost negligible, but the people
are of that kind to whom difficulties exist
only to he overcome. Looking at the rail-
way problem there from the broad point of
view (and not from fthat purely selfish
railway point of view which the holder of
my position is usnally bound to adopt), T
cannot regard the loss on the working of
these 115 mites, from Port Hedland to
Marble Bar, as being of detriment to the
State, however annoying it may be aa part
of the railway finance as a whole. Prior to
the construetion of this railway, I under
stand, land was taken up for pastoral pur-
poses, and mineral shows were worked,
within sbout 100 miles of Port Hedland,
that being the limit of cartage., With the
construction of the railway, it has become
possible to utilise the area within a radius
of 100 miles from Marble Bar—114 miles
away from Port Hedland—thus giving a
very large additional area of rich country
to the State, which formerly was beyond
the reach of profitable exploitation,

Prior to the Commissioner of Railways visit-
ing the North, Mr. Stead was sent there as a
Royal Commission of inquiry into the working
of the Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway.
From what I can gather, he practicaliy
threatened the residemts that he would re-
commend the pulling up of the railway if
they did not agree to higher freights.
I only discovered this on my last trip
North. T wired to the Minister re-
garding the matter, and the Minister
replied that the rates had not been increased
until the road boards there had agreed.
It is a wrong policy. The Government should
treat the North the same as they treat the
South. On that northern railway the freight
on mining machinery has been raised from
633, to 76s. per ton for the run of 114
miles. That is how the Government assist
the mining industry up there. When the line
was builf we had an average rate of 6d. per
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ton per mile. That has been inereased to 8d.
Then consider this: to assist the fruit grower
in the Bridgetowa district, the Governmeat
have arranged a freight of 5s. per case over
the 200 miles of railway to Perth, 1,000 miles
of sea carringe to Port Hedland, and 114
miles of railage to Marble Bar. 'That is the
way the producer of the South is treated—
and should ke treated. DBut consider the pro-
dneers in the North: they ean grow vege-
tables up there. I have sent Jown tomatoes
weighing over Z2lbs. each. When I was last
on the Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway the
freight on a bag of vegetables sent 48 miles
to Lalla Rookh was 8s. 6d.! For a parcel of
10lba. of cabbage 3s. 6d. is the minimum
freight.  Most men at Marble Bar have pri-
vate pardens and send vegetables to their
friends at Hedland, but T have known Hed-
land people write back saying, ¢‘Pleage do
not send us any more, for we cannot afford
to pay the railway freight.’’ T have an as-
aurance from the Premier and from the Min-
ister for FEducation that these things will be
looked into. But they should never have been
created, Again, the freight on a stud bull
carried 64 miles on the northern railway was
£3 143, 8d. The squatter up North has to
ray 1s. per ton per mile on his wool, whereas
the wool grower in the Premier’s distriet is
charged only 43a. 7d. per ton from Northam
to Fremantle, a distance of 66 miles, And
the poor tin miner up North, battling in a
temperature of 112 in the shade, has to pay
4d. per ton per mile, as against 39s. 3d. paid
from Bridgetown to Fremantle, a distance of
155 miles. The charge up North is 38s. for
114 miles. These anomalies have o be ad-
justed. We do act want to wait for another
Government to come in and adjust them. My
matte is "'If anything iz wrong, right it
now.’?! T congratulate the Premier on the
Beadon Point jetty, a reinforced concrete
structure. Tt will be the means of saving
considerable sums of money to the State. I
wired to the Premier from the North saying
that the jetty would stand as a monument to
him for the next eentury, and asking him not
to spoil it by putting any timber into it. I
understand they have now decided to make
the piles of reinforced concrete. However
they are committing one error, for the berth-
ing part of the jetty is to h& decked with
jarrah, Tt should be done in conerete. It
will be mecessary to have jarrah spring piles
to keep the ships from bumping the concrete.
I hope the Government will see to it that the
whole of the actual structure is completed
with reinforced conerete. The work may
cost a little more, but the saving in mainten-
ance will more than counter-balance the extra
cost. T suggest that in future repairs to
other jetties up there reinforced -concrete
piles should be used. We often hear of the
possibilities of the North, I want to mention
Miltstream, on the Fortescue River. The Gov-
ernment should at once send an cngineer there
to take the levels and see whether the water
cannot be conveyed over Mt. Herbert, where
there is a fall of 700ft. in three miles,

that could be done, electricity could be gen-
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erated and we could have seouring works in
that district, the water being subsequently
used for irrigation purposes. Lower down on
the river there iz a pool two miles long and
200 yards wide with a depth of 68ft, Imn it
are natural springs, for it has never been
known to drop a fvot. It is estimated that
25,000,000 gollans of water flow out of that
pool daily. Still further down rthere are two
other pools with springs in them and five
streams running out, each from four to six
feet wide, with a depth of from 18 inches to
2ft. It is estimated that 15,000,000 galloms
of water are tlhiere running to waste daily all
the year round. Nonc of those pools has
ever keen known to go down a foot, not in
the hottest summer. XNatore did not put
that water there to run to waste, It
is a State asset and should Le wsed, If the
Cemmissianer for the North-West had been
doing his dnty he would have had this at-
tended to in his first year. But he has never
lived in the North in summer time, and so
does not understand the requirements., 1t
that man is to remain in the department he
should be put up there and told to frame a
poliey for the North or, alternatively, get out.
In faect, the whole of the department requires
to he wiped out, Tt would savc expense.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I do not think it is the
(lommisgsioner’s fault.

Hon. G, W, MILES: He does not scem ta
have any authority. If a scheme be put up to
him he says, ‘‘I cannot do anything. T have
no money.’”’ The Government have never
miade any moncy available for the North.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You would want all the
railways of the Bouth up there,

Hon. G. W, MILES: I am not one-eyed. 1
say the North and the South alike must be de-
veloped. The North must come into its own.
Tf the South, which has leld on to tha North
for the last 50 or 100 yvears, is not prepared
to give us fair treatment, lel us get out on
our own. We will repav every penny the
South has expended on the North, and will
tlevelop a profitable policy for (he North, It
is true the Government have decided to settle
100 men at Wyndham; bat that is only tinker-
ing with the system. ‘The railway acheme
that the North-West Develupment League has
advocated, has the support of the whole of the
peaple of the Commeonwealth. But we are
asked, ‘‘How can you put a railway there
when there are no people there?’? T reply,
¢‘Were any people settled along the routes
of the Camadian railways before those rail-
ways were construeted?’’  Yet what do we
find to-day? Away out thave in the Canadian
prairies are towns with populations bhicger
than tlat of Western Australia. Why
cannot the same be dore on the table-
lands of Kimberley, where £5,000 or £8,000
spent will return four times as much as it
would if spent down here. That Kimberley
country will earry a sheep to the acre, where-
as down South 15 or 20 acres are required for
the maintenance of one sheep. Moregver, the
possibilties to be derived from the conserva-
tion of water in the Kimberlays are enor-
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mous. But nothing can be done without com-
niunication. With a Jine running down
through Meekatharra, sheep could be sent up
North whea there are hundreds of thousands
of pounds worth of feed going to waste up
there. At another season of the year, sheep
could be sent down from the North to fatten.
By having trangport to keep stock alive in a
drought season sufficient wealth would be
saved to pay the interest on the cost of the
railway. But before a line can be constructed
through pasioral couniry a betterment tax
must be imposed. Every Kimberley lease.
holder is prepared to pay such a tax. Away
back in 183R, Sir George Grey declared that
the Ximberley country was the best watered

and most magnificent he had ever seer
in the world, In 1879 the Ilate XMr,
Alexander Forrest said, *‘‘It iy remark-

nhle that thie magnificent country Shounld
have been left undeveloped for so long.’’ Yet
there it is to-day with only a handful of
people in it, and a few thousand head of
cattle. The Kimberley tableland country will
grow sheep just as well as will the best of
the Murchison district. Tn the Kimberleys
one does not suffer droughts, for the rainfall,
ranging from 20 inches to G0 inches, is per-
foctly regular., And along the coast between
Derby and Wyndham we have some of the
finest harbours in the world. Tn a recent
article on the irom deposit at Yampi, the
writer described the harbour and the scene
ay  being similar to that presented in
Svidney before the buildings were erected.
There are dozens of harbours equa! to that,
We have this magnificent lJand and unlimited
water running to waste. There are three
rivers runming into the Waleott Inlet alone,
Tn Canada every water supply is used for the
generation of electricity. On the Nile thers
i1 a gystem of irrigation which extends for
GO0 miles. All these and other schemes eould
be carried out in the North. The Premier
has proposed to settle 100 men in the North
arownd Wyndham. I see no item on the Esti-
mates to provide for the expenditure,

The Minister for Eduneation: The money
will be made available.

Hon. G. W, MILES&: I hope the scheme will
be gone on with at once. We have the meat
works at Wyndham. If we could get a closer
settlement scheme inangurated there we could
acttle numbers of men. The difference be-
tween the South-West and the area around
Wyndham is that the land requires very little
clearing. Tt is possible to settle men thcre
for half the cost of settling taem in the
South-West. They could go in for pig raie-
ing, cotton raising, maize and peanvts, and
other tropieal produets If the pig raisers up
there could pet £2 a head and could each pro-
duee, as they could casily de, 200 pigs a year,
they would have an income of £400 a year
from that source alone. We have demon-
gtrated what can be done with cotton in the
Kimberley area. The possibilities there are
enocrmous, There would be sufficient men in
the district then to conduet the Wyndham
Meat Works, instead of its being neecssary at
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congiderable cost to send men up every year
from Perth, At the works there could be put
through a few hundred thousand pigs a year,
and this would tura the works into a payable
proposition instead of leaving them the white
elephant they are now. Before I entered Par-
liament Mr, Underwood and Mr. Holmes put up
a seheme for a water supply at Port Hed-
land. That was ten years ago. The Govern-
ment must find a water supply for the dis-
trict; it is n national question. Port Hed-
land is the eeatre for the pearling industry,
the harbours and inlets around it are teem-
ing with fish, and at the baek are the pastoral
and mining industries. It iy no good putting
a few hundred pounds on the Estimates for
boring, because there i8 no artesian basin
there. The Government should send up 2
competent engineer to frame a scheme, Officers
of the service are travelling round the coun-
try killing time and neting as buffers be-
tween members and Ministers,

The Minister for Edueation: That kind of
thing is not going on,

Hon, 1. W, MILES: I do not want td
attack anyone personally at this festive sea-
son. I onderstood the Minister to say there
are £18,000,000 worth of Treasury bills still
out.

The Minister for Edueation: T did net say
that.

Hon. G, W. MILES: I think Mr. Holmes
referred to £14,000,000 worth. That system
of finance should be aliered. I was certainiy
under the impression we were providing sink-
ing fund for all our debts. T was not aware
that we had £14,000,000 worth of floating
Treasury bills for which we were providing
no ginking fund. That system is bad.

The Minister for Education: After a time
they are converted into inscribed stock.

Hon. G. W. MILES: The State hay boasted
of its having a sinking fund that was not
established by the other States. That prin-
eiple shonld be adhered to. Referenve has
been made to the Auditor General’s report,
aud the Minister said, ‘‘That appears in
every Auditor General’s report.’’ He should
not adopt that attitude, As Mr. Holmes has
said, this report is for the use of Parlinment,
and should be taken notice of by the Govern-
nient. There shonld be ne necessity for the
Auditor General to continually make reports
of this natare. It is not a proper way of
ranning the affairs of St{ate. No private firm
would condvet its buginess as the State de-
partments sre conducted. In regard to trust
funds, the Auditor General says:—

The return includes, under the head of
trust fonds, cight aceounts with debit
balances. There should be no such thing
as a trust secount with a debit balance.
Cannot the finances of the country be ar-
ranged without methods like this being
adopted? There ia only one end for private
indilviduals who continue in that way, namely,
gaol.

Hon. A, Lovekin: Do you not see how they
will square that?

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, G. W. MILES; They will sqnare it
somehow. T am not certain whai rate the
Government Savings Bank are paying to their
depositors, 1 understand it is about 4 per
ccat.

The Minister for Education: I think so.

Haon, G. W, MILES: Why not pay our own
people a fair rate of interest, and make use
of their money without flotation charges being
incurred?

The Miuvigter for Education: It has gone
elsewhere.

Hon. G, W. MILES: No wonder. We are
riving our own money jnte the Commonwealth
or inte other investments, because we do not
pay a fair rate of interest

Hon, A, Lovekin: The Treasury are offer-
iug 314 per cent.

Hon, G. W. MILEH: Referring to Govern-
ment stores, the Auditor General says:—

In several instances the stock sheets sub-
mitted were unreliable. Fietitious entries
were made in the head office accounts for
balaneing purposes.

Is there no notice taken of these things?

The Minister for Education: Very consider-
able votive is taken of that.

Houn, G. W, MILES: And yet the Minister
interjected that this was the usual thing,

Hon. A, Lovekin: We bhave the papera
about that or the Table now,

Hon, G. W. MILES: I only want to see
the affairs of the country run on business
lines. Mr. Hickey referred to markets and
group  settlements, We are importing
£2,000,000 worth of products that could be
grown in the South-Weat, If we overtake our
loeal markets, what are we to do? W should
go in for pig-raising. In England £68,000,000
worth of purk and bacon are imported annu-
ally, and enormous fortunes are made out of
these connnodities in the United States. We,
therefore, have an unlimited market for any-
thing we vcan produce of this kind in the
South-Weat. The Government are settling
these people on the land and providing them
with stock, but they should see that the stock
is of the right type. It rosts as much to feed
a mongre! s it does to feed a well-bred ani-
mal. Some figures were givem to me by &
HSouth Australian pastoralist. Last year West-
ern Austraiia shore about 7,000,000 sheep, re-
sulting in 134,000 bales of wool. South
Australin  shore 6,000,000 gheep, result-
ing in 200,000 bales of wool. We are
therefore, about 30 per cent. behind
that S8tate. We are gradually improving,
and have had magnificent results at
the receut wool sales, There is still room
for great improvement in the pastoral indus-
try. It is only recently that the waol growers
of the North adopted the principle of culling
their ewes, but we still have a long way to
go before we come up te Scuth Auvstrelia.
The same thing applies to onr cows, pigs and
cattle generallv. In the Argentine breeders
pay from £2,000 to £3,000 for a stud bull
for beef-raising purposes. In that country
steers, two years old, weigh i00lhs, whereas
in this State they are four or five years old
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before reaching that weight. I hopu the Gov-
ernment will see that the people in the South
are provided with the best type of stoek. 1
understand the Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe rail-
way is being treated uearly as badly as the
Port Hedland-Marble Bar railway in the mat-
ter of freights. I am told it costs a man is. a
bushel to get his wheat round from Ravens-
thorpe to Perth. Recenrtly a through freight
of £3 a ton, covering wharfage, shipping,
freight and railage was arranged. This mat-
ter should be looked into. I hope the money
for the Bunbury harbour will be wisely spent
and a proper harbour systam inaugurated. It
is no good tinkering with an undertaking of
that nature, for the Government might as well
throw their money iuto the sea. Tf we have
not engineers eapable of conducting work of
this kind, it is time we imported them. We
should pay them decent salaries so that we
may securg brains and ability that will save
the State hundreds of thousands of pounds 2
year. I hope the Government will proceed
with the development at the Geraldton Har-
bour, and continue the line from Es-
perance to Norseman. I wish to refer to the
dog disc that has recently been handed to
members of Parliament to enable them to
travel over the railways, It is a disgrace
that the Government should not provide a bet-
ter pass than this. If they are not meiting
the 0ld passes down, in order to decrease the
deficit for December, I hope they will hand
them back to us, instead of the abortions of
things that we now possess, The Premier’s
latest migration proposal which the Imperial
anthorities will finance is a good one, If the
seheme is pressed strongly, the Imperial au-
thorities, I feel sure, will be prepared to find
the neeessary money. By that means we will
take the migrants and Britain will finanece
their settlement here. I am told that the
Commonwealth is paying the whole of the
passage money for migrants. If that is not
30, the Commonwealth should shoulder that
burden, beeause it is in the interests of the
Commonwealth that the migrants come here.
As soon as the newcomer lznds in Fremantle,
he commeneces to benefit the Commonwealth by
taxation paid through the Customs. If there
iz anvthing in the contention that our popula-
tion is drifting te other States, the Common-
wealth still gets the benefit It shonld be
the funetion of the Commonwealth to pay the
passage money and of the Imperial Govern-
ment to finanece the scheme. The Premier’s
proposal means that the intreduction of the
migrants will reduce our indebtedness per
head. I have much pleasure in supporting
the second reading of the Bill

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate ad-
journed till a later stage of the sitting.

BILL--LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Agsembly's Messege

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Council’s amendment.
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BILI—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Eequest for Confercnce.
Message received from the Assembly re-

questing a conference with managers of the
Conneil,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—S8outh-West) [9.50]: I move—

That a message be transmitted to the ds-
gembly agreeing to a conference; that Hon.
A. Lovekin, Hon, R, J. Lynn and the mover
be appoinied managers on behalf of the
Council and that the confercnce meet in the
Pregident’s room at 10 p.m.

Question put and passed.

BILL-—-VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assemt‘)]y received and
read notifying that it disagreed to the amend-
ment made by the Council for the reason set

forth in the schedule annexed, now con-
sidered

In Commitiee.
Hon. J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the

Minister for Education in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council’s amend-
ment was to Clause 7 and wae as follows:—

Add at the end of Subclause 5 ths follow-
ing words: ‘‘And ag regards the existing
fence in the Gascoyne distriol, such rate
shall not be applied@ otherwise than for the
poyment of interest and sinking fund for
the redemption of the loan already raised.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I move—

That the amendment be not insisted
upon.

The reason given Ly the Assembly for dis-
agreeing to the amendment is that the rate
is intended for the destruction of vermin only.
It has no application whatever to the fence.
During the tea adjournment I consulted
the Minister for Agriculture, and bhe as-
sured me there was no necessity for the
amendment. The fence has heen aban-
doned and the money will not be wnsed
in future for the purpose of maintain-
ing the femce. I do not know that it
would be wise to jeopardise the Bill by in-
sisting upon the amendment. TIf Mr. Holmes
can adduce adequate reasons for insisting
upon it, he may do so, but it will not be in
the interests of ithe Bill to pursve that course.
We cannot always have our way,

Hon, G, W, Miles: If we are right we can.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Minister for Agriculture assures me that the
Gascoyne people are fully protected. I hope
hon. members will agree to the motion.

Hon. J. J, HOLMES: T am not concerned
with what the Minister for Agriculture told
ihe Leader of the House, but T am concerned
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with what the Solicitor General has stated.
He told me that if I wished to protect these
people the amendment was what I should have
included in the Bill. The amendment was
drafted by him. He went further and ad-
vised the Minister to have certain werds in-
serted to protect the Government, What does
the Minister for Agriculture know about the
law on this subject?

The Minister for Education:
the Solicitor General.

Hon., J. J. HOLMES: I do not know
whether we are to have a conference on this
question but I think we could make the posi-
tion clear. The pastoraliste are not much
concerned as to whether the Bill is passed
or not. For my part I am not much eon-
cerned about the Bill, but T cannot allow
these people to be stranded seeing that they
have heen honest regarding the transaction
from the start. They have recognised their
obligations to the Government. I ask the
Committee in common justice to agree with
me on thiz point.

Question put and negatived, the Council’s
amendment ineisted upon.

Resolntion reported and the report adopted,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Asgembly,

He consulted

Sitting suspended from .66 to 10.55 p.m.

BILL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAZX.
Conference Managers’® Repori.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOXN
(Hon. J. Ewinp—South-West) [10.507: I
desire to report that the managers appointed
by this Chamber to meet the managers ap-
pointed by the Legislative Asgembly have
conferred and have failed to arrive at am
agreement. I move—

That the report be adopted.
Question put and passed.

BILL—THE W.A. TRUSTEE, EXECUTOR
AND AGENCY COMPANY, LTD., ACT
AMENDMENT (PRIVATE).

Adssgmbly’s Amendments.

Amendments made by the Legislative As-

semb]y now considered.
In Commiitee.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; Hon. J.
Nijcholson in charge of the Bill.

No. }—Clauses 15, 16, Strike out these
clanses:

Hon, JJ. NICHOLSON: I move—

That the amendments be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Assembly’s

amendments agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly transmitted to
the Assembly.

[COUNCIL.|

BILL—APPROPRTIATION.
Second Leading.

Resumed from
sitting.

Hon. E. H. GRAY {(West) [11.0}: When
Mr, Hickey was speaking he referred to the
proposal to divide the mining arcas in the
State into sections, and the Leader of the
House scouted the idea that it was possible
to do such a thing. 1 have in my possession
a statement from a file dated 1st November,
1923. T will read it—

Hon. G, W. Miles:
from?

The Minister for Education:
the Table of the House?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: T cannot say. It has
been handed to me; 1 do not know where ft
came from, but T will read it—

In November last year, information was
sought from the department regarding
abandoned mining tenements, and it was
intimated that Mr. J. D. Stevenson pro-
posed to endeavour to raise eapital for the
purpose of working some of them if some
right could be given him on which he could
proceed.

After discussion of the matter with Mr.
Stevenson by the State Mining Engineer,
and the Under Secretary for Mines, a re-
commendation was submitted and approved
of on the following lines:—

1. On the Minister being satisfied with
the resources and constitution of a limited
company to be formed by Mr, Stevenson
he would approve of the reservation of the
ground formerly held under gold-mining
leases throughout the State which had pro-
duced gold, and which had been abandoned
and not held within the past two years ag
mining tenements, and would grant the
company the right, temporarily, to cccupy
such reservations for prospecting purposes,
subjeet to the following conditions: (a)
The goldfields of the State to be divided
into squares as ghown in red on the lithe-
graphs attached heretoe and the abandoned
gold-mining leases within each such square
to be reserved when and as hereunder pro-
vided. (b) A nominal rental for the re-
serves as may be fixed to be paid by the
company. (e} The term and occupation of
the reserves not to exceed five years. (d)
The labour conditions to be as required
from time to time by the Minister, but not
more than three parties of six men each are
to be required to be employed in any ome
aquare. (e) The Company to declare from
time to time which of the squares it intends
te ocenpy for prospecting purposes and how
many parties of mern it propoeses to employ
on each, (f) During the occupancy of any
square by the Company it to have the sole
right to prospect for gold on all the said
abandoned leases therein, but to have no
priarity in respect to other vaecant Crown
fands. (g) The period for prospecting any
squares limited to one year unless extended
by consent of the Minister. (b) Any

an earlier stage of the

What file is it taken
Is the file on
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square not oceupied by the Uompany work-
ing to the satisfaction of the Minister to
become thereon open to prospecting by all
comers on ordinary terms. (i) Upon the
Company notifying the Minister as pro-
vided in Clause 2 of its intention te occupy
a sguare, abandoned leases on such aquare
to Le reserved in favour of the Company
for one year. (j) The Company to have
priority of application during the period of
reservation for mining tenements over re-
served ahandoned leases. (k) The Com-
pany to couclude the whole of its prospect-
ing within five years. (1) The Company to
have no right to zell, assign, or sub-let any
part of ity conmcession without convent of
the Minister. (m) The abandoned gold-
mining leases referred to above are those
leases included in a list or lists te be sup-
plied by the Department of Mines. (n)
The concession to be liable to cancellation
if the conditions are not duly observed.

8. At the present juncture no reserva-
tions have heen made, for the reason that
Mr. Stevenson has not advised the depart-
ment that he has been sucecessrul in form-
ing a company, and this is a condition
precedent to further action by the depart-
ment.

The ohject in giving encouragement to
Mr. Btevenson to proceed was to endeavour
to get old abandcned wmines again opened
up. The point to be considered was that
no difficulty should be placed in the way of
any prospector who might desire to acquire
any of them, and it was thought the most
equitable way would bhe when Mr. Btevenson
announced he was ready to occupy a square,
reservations should be made of land that
had not been held under any form of min-
ing tenement for a period of two years, it
being considered safe to assume that if the
land had lain idle for that period it would
not be required by anyone.

Tt is unreasonable to asseme that in
centres such as Kalgoorlie, land which hag
lain idle for this period is prabably con-
sidered quite valueless. It should also be
noted that if Mr. Stevenson’s company de-
sired to occupy the whole of 1he squares,
of whieh there are 33, his company would,
unless the Minister reduced the labour re-
quirements, have to actively engage in min-
ing operations a total of 494 men. If the
(Company is occupying, say, only oue square,
it has been made clear to Mr, Stevenson
that the abandoned leases in the remaining
squares are not reserved to him until such
time a3 he is ready to occupy them, ie.
until his eompany is definitely prepared to
proceed the land is open to all comers.

It might be pointed out that many of the
abandoned leases which would come unider
the scheme have Jain idle for very many
years, and it is desirable to encourage, so
far ag rossible, the further exploitation of
these arear.

I do not pose as a mining expert. Mr, Hickey,
however, made certain statements, and I think
those partieulars show his remarks wera fully
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justified. I was astounded at the attitude of
Mr. Miles to State trading concerns and par-
ticularly the shipping service. I canmot un-
derstand any man from the North-West advo-
cating the abolition of the shipping service.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Were you here when
the Adelaide Steamship Co. were running
boats up there?

Hom. E. H, GRAY: 1 am given to under-
stand that people residing tuere desire the
service to be continued, and that they have
never had any service comparable with that
provided by the State shipping department.
I was working on the wharf, and as a be-
liever in trading concerns, I paid a good deal
of attention to the shipping service, I had
an opportunity to discuss the balance sheets
with the departmental cxperts and people en-
gaged io the shipping business, and was in-
formed that the deficiencies are only paper
deficiencies.

Hon. R. J. Lynn: But we bhave to borrew
the money to pay for them.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Let me mention the
‘‘Kangaroo’' that was placed on the world’s
trade routes during the war, and made enor-
mous profits. Elder Smith and Co., Dal-
gety’s and otber big traders making tremen-
dous profits, paying big dividends, and in-
enriing all sorts of expense to cover up their
profits, do not pay everything away in divi-
dends and leave their business helpless. They
make their business sound and gecure, Under
sympathetic administration the prefits from
the “‘Kangaroo’’ would have been deveted
to putting the departmenrt on business lines
and business values, and then no great loss
would have been shown. We have to remem-
ber the little commissions that the service
does for the State, such as going inte Yampi
Sound to permit of inquiries being made there.
I believe Mr. Miles knows something about
that,

Hon, G. W. Milea: The scrvice should re-
ceive credit for it.

Hon, £, H, GRAY: On one trip when the
‘‘Bambra’’ was running from Sourabayva dir-
ect to Premantle, she was diverted hundreds
of miles out of her course to Wyndham to
pick up mails for Perth, 1f a blue funnel
boat had been similarly deviated it would
have been done only at enormous cost. I
doubt whether the shipping service was paid a
penny for that deviation. This sort of thing
in happening all the time.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: Theyr do not complain
about the £25,000 spent on the aerial mail.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: I hope to see a West-
crn Australian mercantile fleet built up. Even
when some of the inter-Btate companies op-
erated on the North-West coast they did not
victual their boats at Fremantle, All the
gtores were brought from the Eastern States.

Hon, G. W, Miles: So they are now,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: If the shipping ser-
vice were developed it would mean a big
thing to the working people and business
people of Fremantle, One of the big factors
that resulted in my election to this House
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was that my opponent, who had to his eredit
an honourable record in this Honse, objected
to the State shipping serviee. The electors
showed emphatically that they did not approve
of his views. It i3 the duty of the Govern-
ment to improve the service, Mr. Miles’
suggestion is a good one. The Government
should secure better boats for the coast.

Hon. G. W. Miles: If they are going to
carry it on, let them do it properly, but other-
wise let them get out of it.

Hon. J. W, Hickey: What is wrong with the
““Bambra’'?

Hon. E. H, GRAY: She is unsuitable for
the North-West coast. The peeple are solidly
in favour of the comntinuation and improve-
ment of the service. The Commonwealth au-

therities are advertising for  boys  for
naval servieee, It would be a fine
thing, if after they ecompleted their

naval service, they cvould be transferred to
the mercantile marince of Western Aunstralia.
It is a goal worth striving for, It is an
insult to find on the coast boate manned by
black labour when the poliey of all parties
is to maintain & white Awvstralia. Daring
my short experience in this Chamber Mr.
Lovekin has appeared horror-stricken at the
idea of Government enterprise or any sugges-
tion to create new departments, The party
I represent have a cure for any negligence
on the part of departmental officers. We
believe in Btate industry. If the workers
were given a share in the management of
business, the dificnlty would be overcome.

Hon. G. W Miles: Do away with political
influence,

Hoen, BE. H. GRAY: T am absolutely opposed
to political influence. Great firms operating
in the Ol Country have given workers a
share in the control of industry, and I know
of no instance where it has proved unsue-
vessful. Twenty-five years ago we were of
opinion that if everything was econtrolled
by the State all our troubles would be over.
We know now it is not so. 'We have created
big staffs of public officials, and at election
time they always vote against the Labour
Party.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: A disturbing influence?

Hon, E. H, GRAY: Yes, We think the
workers should be given a share in the
management of industry. The works of
Joseph Baker, Sons & Perkins' Lid., a big
engineering firm in London specialisiug in
machinery used in the baking industry, are
a haven for Labour agitators. If the union
secretary has a good workman who is boy-
cotted for pushing the objects of his union,
the secretary can go to this firm with the
certainty of getting a job for the man if
there is a vacancy. The firm has long been
in suceessful operation without ever a strike
or a lockout. In that firm it is impossible
for a foreman to sack a man. Tf the fore-
man considers that a man has done some-
thing deirimental to his werk or to the firm,
he brings the man before the shop com-
mittee, who deal with the case and forward
a recommendation to the head office. On
the strength of that recommendation the
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mnan is retained or dismissed. Such a pro-
cedure seems an innovation in Australia, but
it is an old establighed custom jn that
Englisk firm. If the State Shipping Service
and the State Implement Works were simi-
larly controlled they would be a great
success, Undoubtedly the State Implement
Waorks have been of enormous service o the
farmers of Weatern Australia. It would be
4 calamity to this State if the works were
sold or handed over to a company who would
close them down in order to bolster np their
works in the Eastern States or in America.
In view of the fact that numbers of parents
in this State are unable to apprentice their
sons to trades, it would be especially un-
desirable to get rid of the State Implement
Works, I know a number of the mechanics
employed at the implement works, and those
men struck nmie as taking a keen interest in
their duties. I trust there will be no attempt
to dispose of the works.

Hon. W_ Carroll: What is wrong with the
State Tmplement Works nowt

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The selling charges are
out of all proportion to the wages. For the
last year the wages amount to £50,367, and
the charges of the salea department to
£16,417.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you details as to
how the £16,000 odd is made up?

Hon. E. H, GRAY: I have not the details,
but the amount includes advertising, eom-
missions on sales, and other charges incurred
in disposing of the products of the works.
Mr. Moore and Mr, Hickey have referred 1o
the Government’s migration poliey and the
cost involved therein, I was greatly struck
with the apparent indifference of the House
to the case made out by those hon. members.
Iam a Pommy, and I am not going to admit
that English people are inferior to Austra-
lians, For a fortnight I was acting secre-
tary of the Fremantle trades hall, and I got
quite a shoek when I found the huge amount
of work which that institution had to under-
take in adjusting the worries and eares and
troubles of migrauts. An oversess steamer
which came inte Fremantle yesterday landed
a good many passengers, Many a little
mother in England will have sent out by that
steamer a parcel of clothing, or perhaps a
Christmas pudding, according to the English
custom. As a result of mismanagement on
the part of the Government many lads have
not the money to pay the Customs duties on
such parcelr of elothing and Christmas
presents,

Hon, G, Potter: Is duty charged on such
small matters?

Hon. E, H. GRAY: I myself have paid
duty on a Christmas pudding.

Hon, A, Barvill: But is net (hat a Federal
matter?

Hon, E. H. GRAY: There are in this State
migrants who have not enough money to pay
duty on presenta from their friends at Home,
Men and women are being brought from
Britain to this country thoughb there is not
enough work now offering in Western Aus-
tralia to absorb the labour available. That
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is a disgrace to the Government and a dis-
grace to the State, When we leave this
House to-night even the poorest of us will
have enough mouey te enjoy Christmas, but
there are hundreds of migrants here who
have not the wherewithal to buy a Christmas
dinner, who will be on the starvation line on
Chrisimas Day.

Member: How long have they been here?

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Some of them three or
four months. It is a disgrace that English
people should be asked to send their sons
out here if, after they land here, the Gov-
erminent care not & ‘‘dump’’ whether they
get work or not. I want the Leader of the
House to answer me on this point. There
is not cunough work offering to enable
migrunts to obtain jobs in the bush. As a
conscquence they drift from the country into
the vity, The first question asked at the
trades hall iy, “*Are you in & unton?’' The
reply generally is, ‘‘Neo.”’ Of course the
trades hall looks after all the cases.

Hon. J. .J, Holmes: The Government, under
their agreement with the Tmperial authorities,
undertook tu find employment for the mi-
grants.

Hon. E. I1. GRAY : Yes, but it is not done.
They are rent into the bush and after a fort-
night or three weeka are set adrift. Any
adult man (alled upon to do unskilled lahour-
ing work shculd receive sufficient pay to keep
him in devent comfort, a wage conforming to
our Australian standard of living., Large
numbers of men receive £1 or 13s., or even
less, per week with food. Two migrants who
had worked for a fortnight om a elearing job
got u shitlling to go on tramp with. One
young fellow told me recently that he eame
out with ihe idea of geing ou the land and
making good, He was sent as yarlman to
a “‘pub’’ at Norseman, Is that the sort of
job to give a yomng migrant? These illus-
trations show how young men and marriedl
people from the Old Country are treated on
arrvival in o country where they expect to be
able to make good. They are simply cast
adrift. The Minister for Works, proposing
to start the construction of a reservoir, ad-
vertised for 200 men at 18s. per day to report
on the next Monday morning. When the men
arrived, they found there was nothing doing.
The Government are guilty of extravagance
and waste, sand then place the responsibility
on individuals. They ask people to come to a
country where there is no work for them. If
the Government are sincere in their migration
poliey, it i4 up to them te have work ready
for migrants on their arrival. The misman-
agement of the migration seheme is having
a bal effect upon Australian manhood.  As
AMr. Moore put it, where five months ago men
were getting €2 1lis. a week and keep for
ordinary unskilled farm work, to-day they can-
not get more than £2. That is the position
ereated by the Government, n position which
has led to a reduction im the Australian
workers’ standard of living. That reduction
ja the reason why numbers of our Australian
people are leaving this State for the East,
The loss to Western Australia is a heavy one,

as is cvident when one ealls to mind the cost
of settling migrants under the Imperial
scheme. The farmers in this Chamber could
give us a tair idea of what it coats to make
out of an ordinary active migrant a good
farmer. Tt would cost, I suppose, something
like £200 per head. Through this misman-
agement by the Government we are driving
skilled bush workers out of the State and re-
ducing below the ordinary standard of living
those who cannot get away. As Mr. Hickey
sgid, we ure on the edge of a voleano. Dur-
ing this deboate the North-West members have
put up telling urguments for the develop-
ment of the North-West, and the Country
Party members alse have put up a case for
their constituents, But all their splendid
sehemes gt fall to the ground uniess sup-
ported by the rank and file. Although the
working class of this city have shown wonder-
ful restraint, there must come o time when
the leaders of the Labour movement will have
to take a stand. Once they do that, the his-
tory of Anztralian workmen will contain a
disastrous chapter. 8till it must be so if this
attempt to foree down the workers’ standard
of living he contimied; a stand will be made
and a Dbitter fight put up against the em-
ployers. '

Hon. J. .J. Holmes: Cannet you pull to-
gether with the employers more than you have
done in the past?

The PRESIDENT:
a threat.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: No, certainly not I
am merely pointing to the sariousness of the
industrial yosition., During the last six
monthy the industrial leaders have adviged
their rank and file to aveid any industrial
trouble; but we cvannot always de that, and so
I should like to impress on the House the
seriousness of the position, for sooncr or later
we shall have to take a firm stand against the
c¢ontinued attempt on the part of the c¢m-
ployers to reduce the standard of living,

Hon, J. Nicholsen: What you want is more
idustries to absorb the unemployed.

Hon, E. Il. GRAY: We want steady work
provided for those brought cut here, instead
of their being merely furnighed with a fort-
night's job. Teo-day we seem to be engaged
converting splendid Englishmen into hoboes.

Hon, J. XNicholson: Wounld you not have
more industries to absorb the unemployed if
you were to do away with State enterprises?

Hon, E, H. GRAY: Jt is a goed thing we
have State enterprises to provide as much
employment as they do. They are the police-
men of industry.

Hen. A, J. H. Huw: Yes, the poliveman
that locks everybody else up!

Hon. E. H. GRAY: We require the State
canterprises to polire the profiteering of pri-
vate enterprise. T have been very much con-
cerned with the laxity in factory inspection.
The department is starved for inspectors. Tt
is impossible for the industries to be con-
trolled by the small departmental staff. In
any industry where the workers are not
strongly vrganised, the young people have to

[ take it this 13 not
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suffer unless proper inspection is provided.
Until 2 week ago a certain factory in this
State was working 3C or 40 girls from 7 a.m.
to 6 p.m., without overtime pay; and in the
same factory younger girls were working from
8 am. to 7 p.m, without any break for tea,
and without the 1s. 6d. tea money.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why can you not remedy
that?

Hon, E, II. GRAY: I did remedy it. I am
merely quoting it as an instanee of what is
going on. I brought it under the notice of
the department, and it was remedied at once.
A week or two ago we had the hox factory
riot, when the girls took the law into their
hands and did a good deal of damage.

Hon. A. J. H. S8aw: But I thought they
denied having doune it!

Hon, E. H, GRAY: Well, somebody did it.
When the Government failed to earry out the
law those girls took the law into their own
hands and did quite a lot of damage. In the
circumstances they were entitled to do se.
The department should provide bctter fae-
tory imspection, During the debate we have
talked millions of pounds. In listening I have
been struck with the inescapable idea that
we are nothing but a nation of hypoerites.

We sit here for hours discussing great
and important activities, yet we
cannot look after the people sup-

ported by the State. We talk grandly
about our butter production, but the inmates
of the Hospital -for the Insane, drawn from
all geetions of the community, are fed on
margarine. T approached the Colonial Seere-
tary with tbis protest, but he treated it as a
joke and deelared that margarine was good
food.

Hon. J. A. Greig:
than is butter.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: My father was an
English labourer working for 18s. a week.
When T was a boy he was earning 165 a
week, yet he would not have margarine in the
house. Margarine should not be tolerated
anywhere in Australia. It ecauses diseontent
amongst those who have to eat it, and that
it should be used in the Hospital for the Ia-
sane amounts, in very many individual in-
stunces, to positive hardship. The inmates
of the Old Men’s Heome are supplied with
botter, but those in the Old Women’s Home
have to aecept inargarine. It would be an in-
sult to the intelligence of members it I asked
them to agree that these old women were en-
titled to butter. They should get buiter to
a greater extent than the men. I have tried
quietly to work with the departmental officers
but they have treated me with derision. I
ask the Lender of the House to consider this
matter, becavse the Colonial SBecretary has re-
garded it as a joke. The old people should
be granted these small concessions, which will
not amount to much at the end of the year.
The Government should no longer counten-
ance such a state of affairs. My main reasen
for rising is to support the points put for-
ward by Mr. Moore on the immigration policy
and also to support Mr. Hickey in his state-

Tt is more wholesome
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ments, It is time, in the interests of the
country, that the Government improved their
policy, so that they may not force down the
standard of living of the Australian work-
men, and not be the means of forcing into
the gutter so many of the youug fellows whoe
have come out from the Old Country.

Hon, E. ROBE (South-West) {11.47]: I
congratulate the Leader of the House on the
way in which he Landled the second reading
of thix Bill. We have been (iseussipg a sum
of something like 10 million pounds, It is
wondetful how seadily the Leader of the
Tlouse has fallen into the place of his pre-
decessor. I police that o sum of £300,000 ia
on the Estimates for group settlement. That
poliey is costing the couniry a great deal of
money, but I hope it will turn out an un-
(ualificd suceess. In the South-West is some
of the finest country in Australia for group
settlement. If properly managed, I think the
settlors will make a wuecess of their under-
taking. A Jot has been said about the Peel
estate and the valee of the land there. I
have not sern jt, but trom what Mr. Holmes
has stated there appear to be at least 18,000
acres of good swamp land. If properly
drained and e¢leared, the swamp land in the
Sovth-West is worth anything from £20 to
€100 an acre. There is coastal land and river
flats near Bunbury that, when cleared and
drained, people would not take £100 an acre
for. Some of the settlers there have taken
£150 worth of produee off one acre in a year,
1If the Peel cstate contains 18,000 acres of
this class of country, it will form a very
valuable asset, Tn the further South-West,
tlong the Margaret River and in the Pem-
berton distriet, a lot of money has been
wasted in estahlishing groups without giving
them proper faeilities for transport for their
goods and for their produce. Money has been
spent in clearing roads and forming them
without any provigion having been made for
pravelling them. A few months ngo the roads
were like quagmires, and it was almost im-
possible to get from one group to another.
The expense in this direction has been enbr-
mous, The railway from Busselton to Mar-
garet River is not yet completed. If the
Government do not hurry up it will not be
finished before the coming winter. This is
the time to put the roads into proper condi-
tion, while the country is dry. There is a
sum of £100,000 on the Estimates for new
roada and bridges, There should be at least
a quarter of 1 million spent on the roade with-
in o few months if they are to be in order
before the wet seasor begins. The winter starts
in May, Unless the Government take advan-
tage of the dry months, during which they
cvan cart stone and gravel for the roads and
have them properly formed and drained, we
shall be in the same dilemma next winter
that we were in during the previons one,
Tt is no use putting people on the land unless
proper roads are prorided for them. In the
South-West we have a heavy rainfall and a
long winter, and it is ont of the question
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to expect people to send their produce to
market at reasgnable cost if they have no
road facilities. It is the same thing through-
out the South-West. There must be drainage
and good roads. We want feeder roads for
our railways, In cases where our railways
are not paying, good roads should be laid down
So that people may cart their produce along
them to the railways at a reasonable figure.
More produce would thus be bronght into
the city than is the case to-day. ‘We are
importing from the Eastern States a great
deal of produce that ought to be grown here.
If we grew it here wa should give employ-
ment toe a number of farmera for years to
come. That produce can be and will be pro-
duced in Western Australia. It is a erying
shame that we should have sent about 150
miltions sterling out of Western Australia dur-
ing the last 25 or 30 years for that which
could have been produced in the State. We
have been keeping the Eastern States going
in order to supply our wants when we shonid
have lLeen supplying them ourselves.

Hon. A, Burvell: We are doing it still.

Hon. E. ROSE: FEven now we send
away £2,000,000 a year to the FEastern
States for produce that should be grown here.
People ask, what is the use of putting settlers
on the land if there iy no market for their
prodnce? 1 would point out that we have a
better market at our doors than any other
State in Australia, and we ean go on export-
ing for years to come. That, however, is not
particularly the concern of the Government.
If the Government did undertake the finding
of markets it wouldd mean another State trad-
ing concern, with the employment of a large
staff of officials, whose time would be oceun-
pied in disposing of the produce of the set-
tlers., WFor water supply, irrigation and drain-
age a sum of £30,000 has been allowed. That
is too small an amovnt to be spent upon the
country requirements, I am pleased the Gov-
ernment have realised-the necessity for estab-
lishing an agricultural esllege. We have
fonght for thiz for many years, and have
up to the present fought in vain. I am glad
to see a sum of £30,000 on the Estimates
for this "institution, which iz hadly needed.
During the last three years Western Austra-
lian boys have taken first pasges in the agri-
cultural college in South Australia. This year
Mr, Money’s son has taken first honoura at
that enllege. This is a great credit to him.
We should be proud that we have boys
in this State who can do that sort of thing.
If thisv can be done with boys that are sent
out of Western Australin, we can imagine
what would happen if we had our own agri-
culturnl eollege. Not many parents ean
afford to send their sons to the Eastern States
and give them an agricultural edueation, but,
if the facilities were provided here, things
would he altogether different. If we had our
own agricultural eollege it would soon be filled,
and we should be able to turn out smart agri-
enltrrists who would be of great benefit to the
State, There is an item on the Estimates
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‘*Land settlement for soldiers; improvements
and purchases of estates, £30,000.”’ I thought
the purchase of estates for soldiers had been
completed long ago and yet this amount ap-
pears on the Estimates. The majority of the
soldiers have been on the land for the last
two years, and I am surprised to see this
amount here. A lot has been said about the
North-Weat. We in the South are pleased to
see that the money has been distributed in
opening up different parts of the State—the
goldfields, the North-West nnd the wheat areas,
During the last day or two we have passed
railways which will coyt about a million
rounds, chicfly for the eastern wheat belt.
We in the South-West have had ahowt 5%
miles of railway passed. That ia the deviation
in conmection with the Flinders Bay-Margaret
River railway. That iz our whack, A little
money was passed last year, but none of our
railways had any money spent on them. We
do not complain for we want to see the coun-
try opened up. We are in favour of decen-
tralisation. We want our ports opened up go
that the hinterland people may have shipping
facilities to export their produce as cheaply
as possible. In the South-West we have not
had the consideration due to the importance of
the district.

Hon, J. Duffell: What about the Jarnadup-
Denmark railway?

Hon. E. ROSE: That will come later.
From the Collie coalfield hundreds of thous-
ands of toms have beem drawn, Years ago
T advocated a railway that wonld gn to Bun-
bury and provide better transpert facilities
for coal, wheat and timber,

Hon. G. W. Miles: You should have an
electric railway.
HTon. E. ROSBE: That railway has been

advocated in Parvliament and by the engineers.
Tt was suggested that another line should be
constructed throngh the Fergnson to Bunbury,
which would provide a brtter grade and easier
transport., The present means of communica-
tion are very congested, [ have seen the line
completely blocked beeause of the wheat, coal
and timher freights. Mr, Lynn will bear me
out in this. The present line is not capable
of coping with the traffic that exists now and
will come later on. There is no doubt the
Lake Grace-Newdegate line, which has now
keen will  still

authorised, further in-
crease the traffic on that line. Mr,
Miles has referred to the Bunbury har-
bour. A lot of money has been spent there,

but the position is not satisfactory owing to
the silting up that is taking place. On Sun-
day last T walked along the breakwater and
far three-quarters of the way at one stage
¥ was able to walk along the sand which has
silted up inside the harbour. It drifts north-
ward the whole time. It is washed up by the
ses between the rocks of the breakwater and
piles up inside. Unless steps are taken
promptly to dredge the harbour mare quickly,
it will not be possible for ships to make use
of the harbour. TUnforiunately the make-
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shifts that have been tried so far are of mno
avail. The breakwater was extended and then
later the jetty was increased in length, run-
ning paratlel with the breakwater. This has not
proved satisfactory and at the present time
we have six or eight feet less depth at the
end of the jetty than we had two years ago.
That will give hon. members some idea of
low rapidly the harbour is silting up. A
small dredge is employed in the harbour, but
it is uselesgs. Onae or two loads of sand are
tuken out of the harbour each day and
dumped into the ocean a few miles out. The
sand, of course, is washed baeck into the har-
bour. That sort of thing is useless. I have
spoken several times on this matter and the
only reply I have received from the Govern-
ment iy that they do not kmow what to do.
If the Government have not the engineers
who can grapple with the problem, it is their
duty to secure the serviees of an engincer
from Kurope or America who can report on
the matter. Such an engineer should decide
whether we should have a mainland harbour or
an inner harbour. No matter what the cost
may be that responsiblity should be shouldered
by the Government, The breakwater and
jetty have cost over £400,000. In order to
maintain Bunbury as an important shipping
ceatre, the expenditure of funds to secure
some expert opinion on thia question would
be fully warranted, Xast year 133 vessels
entered the harbour and handled about 500,000
tons of enrgo. Before the war Burmbury was
the third largest exporting port in Australia,
Jet alone Western Australia. At the present
time it occupies about gixth position. If we
had proper facilities Bunbury could quickly
regain its status as the third or fourth port
of Ausiralia, It is impossible for larpe

steamers to  enter the port amd  not
more than 2 couple of boata can load
in deep water at the onme time. 1 have

often endeavoured to find out what the
policy of the Government is regarding the
Bunbury harbour, Unfortunately [ cannot
apeertuin that they have a policy. Unless
the Government secure the assistance of a
first-class engineer we will have the trouble
with us for all time., With the opening up of
the conntry tehind Bunbury the cxport trade
must increase considerably. Large quanti-
ties of wheat, coal, timbher and other pro-
ducts are exported from Bunbury. In those
circumstances, Bunbury should receive more
attention at the hands of the Uovernment
than it has had in the past. A large belt
of coastal land is under offer to the Govern-
ment for group settlement purposes. 1 hope
the Government will avail themselves of that
offer for the arca comprises some of the finest
land in the State. When that area is brought
under cunltivation, we shall have large quanti-
ties of produce to be shipped away trom Bun-
bury znd that will be impossible unless some-
thing is done regarding the barbour. The
fruit erops of Bridgetown, Donnybrook and
other ecentres should be exported from
Bunbury, and cool stores are required
at the port. We cannot erect those stores
beeause there is no certainty about the
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tutore regarding the bLarbour. If the
present state of affairs continues it will
not he many years before the boys
will bLe playing ericket and football be-
tween the jetty and the breakwater. I am
FOrry to have to speak in this strain concern-
ing the harbour, because I know the Leader
of the House, as a representative of that par$
of the State, is a member of the Government
and has been interested in this matter. I
do not know what action he has taken sinee
be has become a Minigter. 1 know that be
will do lix best to secure some improvement.
We have dealt with 2 number of railways but
] would like to remind the House that the
South-West has been promired several rail-
ways for some years past. No mention is
made of them in the Appropriation Bill or
the Loan Bill. I refer to the railway to con-
neet the Bridgetown-Jarnadup line with the
Great Southern railway, somewhere near Mt.
Darker. When that line is constructed it will
open up some fine country including a belt of
timber country. Then there is the Boyup

Brook southwards line which will also
serve 2 number of settlers who are
not 10 miles, but up to 30 miles, from

a railway. Ther have to cart their pro-
duee over that distance, and hon, members

“will realise that that is impossible in the

South-West avhexe the roada are so bad.
Great possibilitics are abead of the South-
West and the Government should lend more
assistance to that part of the State than they
have dope during the last few years. In some
respeets the South-West is progressing satis-
factorily. It compriges ome of the finest
areas for mixed farming to be found in West-
ern Australia. I was pleased to hear Mr,
Miles refer to dairying, mixed farming and
pig raising. I believe that these industries,
together with root crops, on small areas will
be the salvation not only of the Sonth-West
Imt of the whole of Western Australin. The
bhutter factory we have at Bunbury is turning
ont nearly 15 tons of butter a week., That
will give hon. members some idea of the
progress made in the dairying industry there.
We hope that before the lapse of many years,
more factories will he eatablished with a
cimilar output. Ar. Macfarlane can bear me
out when I say that dairring operations have
greatly inereased and holdings have been im-
proved with ciovers and other grasses, This
progress has been so marked that in another
three or four vears there will be very little
dairy produee imported into Western Aus-
tralia. I Ao not know whether, with the
taxation imposed here, we shall be alle to
suceesstully compete against the Eastern
States, but T am hopeful that as the country
is eupable of carrying a larger population
the position will be rectified, T support the
second reading of the Bill,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I move—

That the adebale e adiourncd till 234
p.m. to-day.

I am npot fit to continue the debate at this
early hovr of the morning.
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The Minjster for Education: XNeither am 1
in a fit state to continue, but I have to do
0.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: We have no right to
do the country’s business at this hour of the
morning, when we are exhausted.

Motion put and a division taken with tho
following result—

Ayes e . .7
Noes .. . .14

Majority against

Il

AYEs,

Hon. J. Nichalson

Hon, H. Beddon

Hon. J. J. Holmes
(Teller.)

Hon. J. A. Greig
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon.-H. H. Harrls
Hon, A, Lovekin

NoEs.
Hon, J. M, Mactarlane
Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. W, Carralt
Hop. J, Duffell

Hon. J. Ewlng Hon, G. Polter
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. E. Roase
Hou. J. W. Hickey Hon, A, J. H. Saw
Hon. J. W. Kirwan Hon. H, Stewart
Hon. R. J. Lynn Hon, A, Burviil
{Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

The MINISTER ¥OR EDGCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—South-West—in reply) [12.15]: 1
thank hon. members for the generous support
they have given to the Bill. There are only
one or two matters to which I wish to refer
jn reply. I ask members not to take umbrage
if I do not reply to everything they have said.
I assure them that I have taken notes of
what has transpired during the debate, and
that every question of importanee will re-
ceive consideration. It is my intention to
submit to the Ministers inferested the mat-
ters that affect their departments. They will
receive detailed reports from me of what has
transpired in the course of this debate. 1
thank Mr, Rose for his courteous remarks
and assurc him that the work of effecting im-
provements at the Bunbury harbour has not
been lost sight of by the (iovernment; that
in faet what it is best (o do is receiving
earnest attention.

Hon. E. Rose: Bot we have heard that so
often
The MINISTER PFOR EDUCATION:

I am very much converned abount it, because 1
represent the same province as does the hon.
member.

Hon. F W. Hickey:
the Peel Estate.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
Tt will not be long before something of value
will be done in connection with the harbour
at Bunbury. Mr. Gray read an extract from
a file in connection with Mr. Stevenson’s ap-
plieation for the right to work abandoned min-
ing leases. I am astonished at the hon. mem-
her having been able to secure this informa-
tion from a departmental file. I would like
to know what file it is, and who plaeed it at

You also represent
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the hon. member’s disposal. Of course, the
hon. member was quite in order in using that
information in support of his arguments when
putting the position before the House. At
the same time, I must consider whether things
are quite right in the departments when it is
possible for a member {o have aceess to a
file in that way The hon. member counld guite
easily have obtained any information he de-
sired by asking for it in this House. I feel
sure, also, that the Minister for Mines would
have been only too pleased to place at the
hon. member’s disposal any file of a con-
fidentia] nature which conld not have been
bronght down here. The Government have
nothing to hide, but if there is a leakage in
the service it will have to be inveatigated. It is
a very serious thing, and I shall endeavour to
find out how this information got out. T re-
peat, that the hon. member has every right
to information in the possession of depart-
ments, and it will be readily given if he agks
for it in the proper way.

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Copies of that ex-
tract from the file were sent to several gold-
fields members. The information eame from
the department.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I am pleased to hear that. I had become
quite alarmed. :

Hon. J. W Kirwan: A number of gold-
fields members met at the Mines Department,
and this infoimation was placed at their dis-
posal.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I wish the hon. member had mentioned that
before. The impression on my mind was that
this information had leaked out in an im-
proper way.

Hou. J. W. Kirwan: BRefore leaving this
subject, T would like an assurance that the
proposed monopoly will not be granted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I assure the hon. member that nothing has
vet been done. So far as I know the matter
has not been considered by the Government.
Tt is a subject of some importance and will
become a Cabinet matter before auything is
done.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: T think goldfields
members are unanimously opposed to it.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Their views must receive consideration. When
T bring under the notice of the Minister for
Mines the debate that has taken place here, 1
feel sure that the greatest care will be ex-
ercised to see that nothing of an injurious
nature is done to the mining industry. In

. fairnesa to Mr. Scaddan, I should say that I

am satisfied that if such a proposal was put
before him he would be impressed with the
value of it, and that he would aet in regard
to it in a manner that would be in the best
interests of the State.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: It will be a moat ex-
traordinary thing if he can see any virtue
in the proposal.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
T take that remark from the hon. member
in the spirit in whieh it is wmeant. I cananot
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be held accountable for what the Minister for
Mines may have done, but I am quite sure
that whatever Mr. Scaddan does is, in his
opinion, in the best interests of the State. It
is well known that Mr. Scaddan is geoing out
of the Ministry at the end of the year, and
I know he will leave with the good wishes of
every member of this House and another place
as well. 1 admire the way in whieh Mr.
Miles works and speaks for the North-West,
and T was glad to hear his references to Sir
James Connolly to-night. The hon. member
and others have told me that Sir James Con-
nolly did excellent work as Agent General,
and if Sir James reads ‘‘Hansard’’ he will
therein see that he is held in high esteem by
members of this Chamber. We owe a good
deal to Sir James Connolly for his efforts on
behalf of Western Australia, I assure the
hon. member that I never used the words
‘“vipionary seheme’’ in conmection with his
attitude towards the North-West. The epi-
sode took place at Fremantle, and the expres-
sion was used by somehbody else, certainly not
by me. As a matter of faet, T conld not
recognise my speech when I read it in the
Press, beeause 8 third of what was reported
was never uttered by me. I do not intend to
refer to my notes, because if I do I may de-
tain hon. members too long. I would have
replied to hon. members at length but for the
jateness of the hour. T am pleased that M.
Holmes has got what he thinks is right in the
interests of the State by the appointment of
a commission of inquiry into the management
of the Pecl and Bateman estates, The Gov-
ernment have nothing to fear as the vesult of
any investigation that may be made, and T
am sure the hon. member and his colleagues
will go closely into the matter and give an
unbiassed opinion. T thank members for the
close attention they have paid to the Appro-
priation Bill. I have often suggested that
one must borrow money to get out of difficul-
ties. Many a man has pot out of difficulties
by doing that.

Hon. J. W. Hiekey: Only when his luck
was in.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
There is no justification for borrowing money
unless the State is worthy of it and unless
the money is expended wisely.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Committee.
Hon, J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Edneation in charge of the Bill

Clauses 1 to 3, Schedules A to C—agreed
to.

Sehedule ID:

ITon. A, LOVEKIN: I do not believe in
dealing with parochial questions, but as Mr.
Miles and Mr. Stewart have referred to two
matters that concern the metropelitan pro-
vinee, I wish to make a short explanation.
Mr. iles said the King's Park Board had
prevented the waterworks department from
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constructing as large a reservoir as they i
tended. The board are the carefakers of tl
park for the State. The land is vested |
them as a Class A reserve and cavmot |
touched without an Act of Parliament. Tl
department proposed to encreach within 32f
of May Drive, where there is an avenue ¢
oak trees planted in honour of the fallr
soldiers. They also propesed te erect a b
27ft. high with a batter of onc in one. F
the time tlie trees had grown—they are doir
execedingly well— the Dranches would ha
been touching the bank. As the departmer
had plenty of room in s own arca to mal
a reservoir of o diffevent shape, the King
P’ark Board could mot comgent to their pr
posal, The department could have made ti
reserveir square, whercas they wanted to mal
it oblong. Instead of aMering their pla
they c¢ut Jown the size of the rescrvoir by tl
equivalent of about five million gallons
water. The Government ouglit not to sper
tlie money they dre laying out on these add
tional rescrvoirs—£38% 000 odd—when th
outlay will only load the capital cost of tl
undertaking unnecessarily, because they r
quired not storage but extra water. Instes
of setting out to get extra water first ax
then building the reservoirs, they started tl
reservoirs first without having water to put !
them. This scheme will load the people «
the metropolitan area for years to come wh
enormous taxation—up to 3s. 8d. in the pour
on heavy ussessments, besides the price of t!
water—and there would have been no nece
sity for it had & proper and economic
scheme of working been adopted. The
methods remind one of a warchouseman py
ting shelves in his warehouse when he has 1
goods to eell. Hugh pipes have been laid «
both sides of the river te Fremantle at hea
capital cost, and there will be no great qua
tity of water to gu through them fur yeur
Mr. Stewart said the Government ought not

provide money for the extension of the metr
politan  waterworks, because the figur
showed they were not paying. When T ask
earlier in the session for a reduction in t
price of industrial water, T said the depa
ment, instead of making a loss, were maki
a profit, notwithslanding that the offiei
figures showed a loss. I explained where t
difference came in. We were paying interc
and sinking fund on debentures that had be
paid off and we are still paying interest :
them. That accounted for the sum of £8,0C
whereas the loas shown was £6,000, so th
the scheme, badly managed as it is, real
showed a profit of £2000. I have gone in
the matter further and I find the faects a
as stated, but the Government, as a result
their methods of finance, are iaking mon
which properly belongs to the waterwaor
department. Certain debentures were he
rowed at four per cent. interest, with one p
eent. sinking fund, Instead of investing t
one per cent. sinking fusd and letting

accumulate over the period so as to redee
the loan, every time they get the sinkh
fund money they pay off debentures which a
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carrying only a cheap rate of interest and use
the mouey for other purposes, and thus show
the scheme in debit. J referred this matfer
to the Auditor General, hecanse I contended
that if the sinking fund were invested as it
should be and as we are entitled to have it
invested, the scheme would be showing a profit
instead of a logs, I have a letter from the
Auditor Geperal setting ouf the faets and
concluding as follows:—

If there was a sinking fund of one per
cent. earning five per cent. interest over a
period of 41 years, this would provide ap-
proximately £188,000 more than is required
to pay off the debentures.

Under the present methods of finance the
Government willi get that £138,000 and the
scheme will show a loss. When the Govern-
ment adopt such methods of fipance, I hope
members representing the country will not
contend that the people of the metropolitan
area are not paying their way. I consider
it only right to my constituents to make thisa
explaoation.

Schedule put and passed.

Bchedules E to G, Preamble, Title—agreed
to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted,

BILI—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX.
Assembly’s furthar Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it was unable to make
the amendments again requested by the
Couneil and desiring the concurrence of the
Council in the Bill as originally transmitted.

In Commiticc.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the Min-
ister for Education in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clanse 6-—Delete Subclause 1:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move—

That the Council’s request No. 1 be no
longer pressed.

The conference has not been satisfactory,
insofar as no agreement was arrived at.
However, the Bill is still in our possession
and this House has requested amendments
which another plaece has refused to make.
Hon. members have a perfeet right to their
opiniens. My impression is that the con-
fusion of figures practically thrown at hon.
members by myself and Mr. Lovekin has
left a doubt in the minds of many as to
exactly where we stand, I have my opinion,
which is backed up by the Commissioner of
Taxation. Mr. Lovekin and others hold a
different opinion. I do pot think it possible
for us to decide on the floor of this House
either one way or the other. The vote which
was taken here was a vote against the super
tax, Many people hold that a supertax
should not be imposed at present.
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Hon, J. Duffell: It was introduced as &
war emergency measore,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Yes.
For some considerable time the Government
were considering whetbher it would not be
possible to do withont the supertax this
year. However, the tax was found to be
necessary. If it was necessary before the
Appropriation Bill was introduced here, it is
still more necessary to-day, because the rev-
enwe from the superiax is essential to the
State. Members voted us a matter of prin-
ciple that the time had arrived when there
gshould be no super tax, The Government
earnestly desire to reduce taxation and the
supertax is one that will receive the earliest
consideration of the Government. MMembers,
in voting as they did, well and truly showed
the country what their opinions are. I up-
hold the rights and privileges of this Cham-
her, but members have strongly impressed
upon the Government and another place the
need for the reduction of taxation, If hon.
members will not support me at this june-
ture, the position will be that the finances of
Western Augiralia have been taken in hand
by the Legislative Council. This Chamber
is not supposed to be in charge of the
finances.

Hon, V. Hamersley: We are sent here to
represent the people,

The MINISTER FOR FEDUCATION :
There is a difference in regard to finance be-
tween this House and the House which rapre-
sents the people on the ordinary franchise.

Hon. G. W. Miles: The other House repre-
sents the people and we represent the tax-

[AYers,
The MINISTER IOR EDUCATION:
Quite go. This question i one of finance,

and finance is Jargely ian the hands of another
place. Hon, members, having recorded their
non-apprecintion of this class of taxation,
would not be justified in embarrassing the
Government ot this stage, There are other
avenues of taxation, and the Government
will give consideration to them at an early
date and see whether the higher taxzpayer
cannot bo relieved by a scheme which might
Lbe thought out before Parliament meets
again. Hon. members will embarrass the
Government if they do not carry the motion
I have submitted. I have no fear of the
result of a division on this point, not be-
canse T think members have changed their
opinions, but because I know they will give
consideration to the needs of the State.
Hon, A, LOVEKIXN: As one of the man-
agers for this House, I desire to place before
hon. members the position as it appears to
me. I propose to move an amendment to
the Minister's motion somewhat in these terms,
‘‘In reply to the Assembly’s message, the
Legislative Council informs the Lepislative
Assembly that, in view of the ronditions im-
posed upon the managers for the Legislative
Assembly, the representatives of the Legis-
lative Council were unable effectively to dis-
cuss the differences between the two Houses,
No agreement having been possible in the
circumstances, the Legislative Couneil further
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presses its request.’”’ When we pressed our
request, a constitutional point was raised in
another place.

The Minister for Education:
gone if my motion is lost.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Another Bill can be
brought down.

Hon, A, LOVEKIX: If I am allowed to
proceed 1 shall finish by telling the Houge
that at the conference the Premier himsclf
put that poesition, saying that if we laid this
Bill aside, the only altcrmative would be to
preduce another Bill.

The Minoister for Edueation: On a point of
order, the P'remier did not say that at all
Further, I do not think it is right to say what
happened at the conference. 1 think it is a
breach of the rights and privileges of Parlia-
ment to do so.

Hon. J. Dufiell: But it wus fully diseussed
in another place.

The Minister for Education: The Premier
did not say that he would introduce another
Bili, but that another session of I’arliament
would be necessary.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN:
produce another Bill.

The Minister for Kdueation: But you did
not say that,

Hen., A, LOVEKILN: I was going to say it,
The Premier said he was going to produce
another Bill at another session of Parlinment.

The Minister for Edueation: He did not
aay that.

Hon, J. .J. Halmes: Why should we have
another session of Parlinment!?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: What I think abeut
the conference is that members and the coun-
try have a right to be informed of what hajp-
peoed, These matters have Leen discussed in
another place, and I see no reason why the
managers for this House should not give their
views, so that both wides of the question may
be known.

Hon, J. W, Hickey: Is that always done?

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: It is not always done.
However, last yvear it was done in another
place and quite a false impression was created.
I am not going to allow another false imprey-
sion to be created and have this House put in
the wrong when it i3 in the right,

Houn. J. W, Hickey: We should devide once
and for all whether we will have the managers
giving their views,

Hor. A, LOVEKIN: If the House does
net want to hear what I propose to say, I will
sit down; but I think it my duty to inferm
the House of what has happened. 1If hon.
members think I ought not to make this
statement, it is open to them to say 8o, and I
will not persist. When we pressed our re-
quested amendment a constitutional point was
taken in another place., It was gaid there
that, although we had the right under the
Constitution Act Amendment Aet, 1221, to
request an amendment, we had no right te
press if. That was argued in another place
and the Government were able to carry a mo-
tion in fuvour of a conference. By carrying

The Bill is

That is so, and to

[COUNCIL. |

that motion they affitmed the principle that
we had the right not oniy to request an
amendment but to press the requested amend-
ment.

The CHAIRMAN: T would like to point
out that, while it is not out of order, it is un-
usual, under the procedare of this House, to
reveal what has taken place at conferemees
other than the report that is always made to
the House. In this instavce that report hadl
already been made to the House.

The Minister for Education: Hear, hear!

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN: The course I am tak-
ing may be unusuval, but the conditions of
this conference were quite unusual, even
vnique, When managers are appointed from
each House, one expects those munagery to go
to the conterence free and unftettered, as pro-
vided by the Standing Orders and by the
provedure of Parliament.

Hon, J, Duffell: That is borne out by the
fact that the managers have to be unanimous
in their decigion.

Hou. A, LOVEKIX: I this instance the
maunagers for ancother place were not free,
but had an embargo placed upon them that
they must insist on the Bill as it stood. They
were not managers at all, because there was
nothing to manage. They were tied down
hefore they came.

Hon. V. Hamersley: How was that done?

Hon. A, LOVEKIXN : By a resolution carried
in another place after the conference managers
had heen appointed. This should be known,
because the conferemce has failed, and that
taiiore, if not explained, may rebound upon
this House. 1 am not going to permit that.
The Council's managers went to the conference
with frcedom to negetiate, freedom to point
out the position as far as we were concerned.
When we met the managers of another place
we were advised that they had a resolution
tied round them to the effect that it did not
matter what case we put up to them,
they were mnot free to accept anything
but the Bill asz it stood. Tn  those
circumstances, of course, the conference
was bound to fail. As hon. members
seem to think I ought nmot to proceed to say
what took place in the confereace, T will not
pursue it any further. But precedent covld
not he found for the appointing of managers
to a conference with their hands tied, so that
they could not negotiate. The purpose of a
conference iy explained by *May’' (page

.390) as follows:—

When a Bill has been returned by either
House to the other, with amen Iments whieh
are dicagrecd to, 1 message is sent, or
confercnce is desired, by the House whiek
disagiees to the amendment, to acquaint
the other with the reasons for surh dis-
agreement, in order to reconcile their dif-
ferences, and, if possible, by mmtual con-
cessions to arrive at an ultimate agree-
ment, If such apreement eannot be se-
cured, the Bill is lost for the session.

Hon. A. J. H. Raw: Then if the Bill is
lost are we not out of order already?
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Hon, A, LOVEKIX: But we have a mes-
saye from another place which also is out of
order; beeause on precedent the Bill is lost to
them, and nothing more can be done. But in
this instance another message i3 sent to va
asking that we reconsider our attitude and
pass the Bill. (‘ourtesy demands that we shall
send a message in reply. That message in
reply T have already indicated to the House.
At the conference we desired to pot up to the
members of unother place our facts and
figures. 1 will not say what happened, but
whatever we put up could have no effect,
seeing that the managers for another place
were bhound. Last session it was eommnon
ground amongst those conducting the nego-
tations that £30,000 was wanted to meet cer-
tnin exemptions granted te taxpayers said to
be on the bread line, and we agreed to give
the £30,000. When the tax rate was increased,
we said the rate was much too high; because
not only the difference of .001d. had to be
taken into account, but there were other con-
ditions, one being that for the first time
the Bill provided that dividends should be
taken into income, so that a higher tax rate
might be imposed on the incomes. And there
was the effect of the stabilisation of stoeks
to be taken into account, and which the year
hefore was the basis on which we were trying
to aseertain how to get the £30,000. Stocks
had been depreviated by merchants and others
the tax paid that year was particularly low,
and it was cxpected that the taxpayers would
reap the benefit next ycar. That i3 why we
sail to the Government ‘¢‘You will get, not
£30,000, but £64,000 besides to recoup ex-
emptions. '’

The Minister for Education:
different opinions,

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: T have a tremendous
lot of supporters in this, and have met no
onc who has broken down the figures. T put
up the figures in tabulated form on a cash
hasis, showing what we had reeeived, what
we had on our books and how we stood in re-
spect of the £30,000. Tn putting it that way
Y was putting it in the best way for the Gov-
ernment. It showed that after paying for
the exemptions they must have £64,105 to the
good. The ‘*Weat Australian,’’ which looks
after the interests of the Government as well
as it pesgibly can, pointed out that we must
not look at the cash basis as I had put it up,
but must take it from the view point of the
assessments. In the interests of the people
who pay the tax T am prepared to take it up
from that viewpoirt rather than on the cash
basis. When we do that, instead of having
£64,000 we have £136,000.

The Minister for Eidueation:
ment is absolutely ridiculous.

Hon. A. LOVEKIX: Tt is easy to say
that, but show me where it is ridiculous. The
Minister tells ns that the addition of .001d.
meant £31,661, Tf that be se it is obvions
that .007d. will pive seven times £31,661.
That eannot be disputed. That gives
£221,627 which must be the total tax they
could expect to receive for that year.

Otfhers held

The state-
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Hon. J. Duffell:
been getting .006d.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That is s0. We are
taking now the assessments irrcspeetive of
the cash basis. The figures the Minister gave
us were the figures on the assessments for
1921. The Minister said ‘‘All this means
£31,661 on the assessments.’’ I say that if
.0014d. is equal to £31,661 then if we apply
.0074d. it must give the total tax for the year
as £221,627. By the way, let me say that in
1922, although on that ealeulation £221,627
should have been paid, the total tax paid into
revenue for that year was £320,000. The
Minister tells us that the assessments for
1922, having been completed, are to be found
in the 15th annual report of the Taxation
Commissioner as £389,546. The assessmentis
actually yicided that amount, whereas on the
Minister's computation the assessments could
orly have yielded £221,627. If T take £31,661,
the amount necessary to provide for the ex-
emptions, we have £136,258 over, instead of
£64,000, as on my cash basis. fo I am quite
willing to take it on the basis of the assess-
ments, instead of the cash basis. But, of
eourse, the cash basis T put up was the eor-
reet basis. The assessments mean nothing.
The Commissioner puts up a lot of assess-
ments, some of them are altered seven or
eight times, all sorts of deductions are al-
lowed, some pepole do not pay, and so the
assessments mean nothing to the Treasurer.
The way I put it up, the cash actually re-
ecived, was the proper way and the best way
in the interests of the Treagurer, I wanted
to put up this case stroagly at the conference,
bnt it was no use when we found that the
managers for another place had no authority
to act. The peaple who impose the tax are
represented by those in another place, but
those who pay the tax are thosc represented
by members in this House. If those who pay
have no protection from this House, this
House is of no value. If we take away from
this House some measura of control over the
taxes imposed, this House has little or
no value, and the sooner it is got rid of the
better; becanse all the reviewing work done
here by 30 members ecould be done by one
good solicitoer at a couple of thousand pounds
per annum.

Houn. H, Stewart: That is your opinion,

Hon. A. LOVEKIXN: Yes. I think a
solicitor could better do some of the things
we have to do. But what we are here for is
to represent the people who pay the
taxes. With all due respect to members of
arother place, after all they mostly re-
present  those who could put on their
hats and walk away, leaving those with a
stake inm the country to foot the bill
In the circumstances we ought to do some-
thing to protect the people we represent. Last
session we committed the people to 2 pavmem.
of £31,000 in order to relieve cerfair others,
and we were guite willing to do that. We
are willing stiil, but it is now discovered that
instend of their paying £30,006 they are pay-
ing £00,000. We admit the Treasurer wants
the money badly, but he must keep faith with

But already they had
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us, and he has mno right to impoge taxation
amounting to £90,000 instead of £30,00n, |
move an amendment—

That in reply 1o the Assembly’s message,
the Council informs ithe Assembly that in
view of the condition imposed upon the
managers for the Legislative Assembly, the
managers of the Legislative Couneil were
nnable effective'y to discuss the difference
befween the two Houscs; no egreement hay-
ing buen possible in the eircumsiances, the
Legislative Council further presses itg re-
guest,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
1t is a very difficult thing to follow the hon.
member 's figures, aud I cannot find myself in
unisun with him, Mr. Lovekin now uses a
sum of £126,000.

Hon. A. Lovekin: That is your basiw,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATIOX :
At any rate, the figure is going up. If his
amendment is carried it will mean the defeat
of the Bill, and this Housze will have to take
the reaponsibility of denying to the Govern-
ment the necessary fuuds with which to carry
on the affairs of State. Members should give
the benefit of the doubt to the Government,
. whu are doing all that is possible for the de-
velopment of the State,

Hon. R. J. LYNX: I have no desire to
disclose anything that transpired during the
conferenve proceedings, but I am sorry the
Assembly restricted its managera in the way
it did. That was quite a wreng thing to do.
hecanse they came to the conferenee with their
hands tied. In my opinion Mr. Lovekin’s
fizures are correct. 1 regret that a resolution
was earried in the Assembly resulting in this
ahortive conference,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We all deplore the
fact that the conference did not result in a
satisiactory settlement, and that the man-
agers of the Assembly were deprived of that
freedomn which it is the right of every Honse
to give to its managers when they are ap-
pointed.

Hon, H. Stewart: It is the duty of the
House to give that freedom to its managers.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not wish to
injure the position for the Goverament, but
how ean the Government expect us, as
representatives of the people, to agree to
the request they have made that we should
not insist upon this amendment that they had
determined heforchand they would not agree
to? Tf, as Mr. Gray said, there exists a seri-
ous condition of unemploymet, that condition
would he relieved if there were more indus-
tries established in the State. How can the
Government relieve unemployment unless they
provide means for establishing such indus-
trieca! The only way to do this is by re-
ducing taxation. We have puggesied 2 means
to the Assembly whereby people can be en-
couraged to establish industries here, If pri-
vate cnterprise is hamper2d by heavy taxa-
tion, industries will not be established ia our
midst. The Leader of the House should urge
his colleagues to reconsider the matter and
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ask the Assembly to pass a motion witharaw-
ing the restrictions it placed upon its
managers, so that this matter may be final-
ised.

The Minister for Education:
done.

Hon. J, NICHOLSON: I do not see why
a further conference should mot be held.

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: It is suggested that a
number of large firms are going to Vietoria
to establish their head offices there, so as to
avoid the high tazntion in this State.

Hon, J. Duffell: That is se.

Hon. J. Nicholson: We are losing popula-
tion,

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: [ will reply to Dr.
Haw's remarks at a later stage. Mr Baldwin
reduced the income tax Ty £50,000,000 in
order to create employment und promote in-
luatry in Enpland. Last Mareh he reduced
taxation by another £26,000,000 for the aame
reason, as the first reduction had relieved um-
cmploymeut to soch an extent and prevented
the payment of doles. In a cable published here
on Friday last we were given a resume of
President Coolidgre’s manifesto. His domeatir
platform opens in this way:—

Congress should immediately reduce tax-
ation in order to save the United States
from the post-war economic digorders
which have effected all nations. The tariff
law should remain unchanged, jts elastic
provisions being sufficient te prevent in-
equalities, The Government-owned merchanr
marine sheuld he trawsferred to private
ownership.

The Right ¥Mon. G. N. Barnes, Labour, Glas-
gow, in speaking in the House of Commons
and dealing with unemployment, placed “‘the
remedies for the cxisting state of things'’
under three heads. Plank Nec. 1 was—

More hearty co-operation hetween em-
ployers and workmen.

The second plank was-——

An easement of the bu:den of taxation
upon industry.

Hon. members should remember that I am
quoting the views of a Labour man, His
third plank was—

A greater degree of mutua) aid amongst
governments in an international schemw.

Those were the planks which suggested them-
selves to Mr. Barnes to overcame the diffienlty
regarding unemployment and the payment of
doles.  Applying that position here, hon,
membera must see that something should be
done to reduce toxation in Western Anstra-
lia. We propose to make a start by taking
a paltry 7d. in the pound off the taxation.
While the Government may consider that they
will lose something in the immediate future,
it will be profitable in the long run.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: May I suggest an
addition to the motion to the effect that we
request another conferemee on this question
with another place,

Hon., A. Lovekin: TUnder the Standing
Orders only one conferenee is possible.

It cannot be
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The Minister for Edueation: That is right.
Standing Order 333 deals with the point.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .o N .. 8
Noes .. .. oo 1
Majority against .. 8
AYES.
Hot. J. Duffell Hon, J. Nlicholeon
Hon. E. H. Harris Hon, H. Beddon
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon, A. Lovekin (Teller.)
Hon, R. J. Lyon
NoOES.
Hoo. W. Carroll Hoa. G. Potter
Hon. J. Bwiag Hon. E. Rose
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. A. J. H, Saw
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon. A, Burvill
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Question put and passad;
amendment no longer pressed.

the Council’s

No. 1. Clause 7.—Delete clause.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
I move—

That the Council's request No. £ be no
longer pressed.

The secomd amendment
-to provide for the payment of the in-
come tax in two moieties. The Gov-
ernment are afraid :that if two moieties
are permitted this year, the tax will
vot all be collected. On the other hand if,
this year, the Government are allowed to
heve the tax collected in one moiety it will be
possible to diseuss the position and perhaps
allow the payment in moieties in the future.
The Government desire the one payment this
year becanse half the year has already
lapsged.

Hen, J. DUFFELL: I regret that the
Leader of the House has asked us not to
presa the amendment. The payment of the
tax in one amount will be irksome for a large
section of the community. I shall vote
against the motion beecaunse it will infliet a
hardship. The Government do not desire, I
presnme, to inflict a hardship upoa anyone
and while they may be inconvenienced by the
non-receipt of taxation payments, they them-
selves are to blame for the position. They
are to blame, too, for the way the business
of this session has been conducted. For
weeks we sat looking at each other without
any buginess to do. I know it is excusable
on the part of the Leader of the House, who
has not had the experience of Mr. Colebatch.
Mr. Colebateh, on the other hand, was always
able to place legislation befora us.

Hon. G. Potter: You do not blame the
Leader of the House for that position!

we sought was
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Hon, J. DUFFELL: No, I am eXcusing
him. The taxation payments should be
allowed in two moieties 2s in the past, I
hope the Leader of the House will give way
and mot press his motion.

Hon. H. STEWART: I ask for a ruling
regarding Clause 7. I would refer you, Mr.
Chairman, to Subscction 7 of Section 2 of the
Constitution Aet Amendment Aet of 1921,
wherein it is stated—

Bills imposing taxatiou shall deal only
with the imposition of tayation, and amny
provision thercin (dealing with any other
matter shall be of no effect.

I submit that the clause does not denl with
the imposition of taxation and that it is not
in accordanee with the provisions of the Con-
stitution Act Amendment Act.

The CHATRMAN: T rute that Clanse 7 is
in order.

Hon, H. STEWART: I shall move to dis-
agree with the Chairman’s ruling.

The CHATIRMAN: Will you rednge your
motion te writing?

Hon. G. W. Miles: Let it go.

Hon. H. STEWART: I will not proceed
with the motion.

Hon. G. W, MILES: T will vote against
the motion bevause of the insult offered to
this Clhamber by another place, who ap-
pointed their managers and refused to allow
them to agree to any alteration, It is a
direet insult to the Council to send managers
tr confer with our managers and yet tie their
hands.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
impress upon hon. members that this is al-
most as important os the previous matter dis-
cussed by the Committee. If we do not get
the tax in one payment this year, we sghall
receive only half the tax and the Govern-
ment will be embarrassed. Since the wmatter
wag raised I have been advigsed that for this
vear it is most important the tax should be
paid in one amount.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Minister re-
fers to the embarrassment of the Govern-
ment, but it is the Government who embar-
rass themselves, and now they are embarrags.
ing the taxpayers by ecollectiong £90,000 to
make good the £30,000 they gave away. The
Government have told the country that the
difference between the people thev represent
and those who sit in Opposition is that the
Government are in favour of private enter-
prise and the Oppeosition are in favour of
State enterprise; and the Government, pro-
nouncing a poliey like that, come down at the
end of the vear with figures that show a loss
of over £100,000 on the State trading con-
cerns and have the audacity to declare that
membhers are emharrassing them.,

Question put anid 2 division taken with the
frllowing result:—
Aves .. .. o1

Xoes . .. .

[

bel <

Majority for
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AYES.
Hon. A. Burvill Hopn. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon., W. Carroll Hon, E. Rose
Hon, J, Bwing Hon. A, J. H, Saw
Hon. B, H. Gray Hon. H. Stewart
Hon. J. A. Greig Hon. Q. Polter
Hon. J. W. Hickey {Peller.)
Nozs,
Hou. J. Duftell Hon. G, W, Miles
Hop. E. H. Harris Hon. J. Nicholson
Hon, J. J. Holmes Hon. H, Seddon
Hon. R. J. Lynn {Teller.)

Question thus passed: the Couneil’s amend-

ment no longer pressed.

Hon. G. W, MILES: I wish to ask whether
this Bill is in order in coming baek to us
after the managers have disagreed at the
conference, According to ‘‘May,’’ if an
agreoment is not arrived at, the Bill is lost
for the session.

The CHATRMAN: I would like the hon.
member to quote that passage trom ‘‘May.””

Hon. G. W. MILES: It rcads—

According to eatablished uses, when the
Bill has been returned by either House to
the other with amendments which are dis-
agreed to, a message is sent to say a eon-
ference is desired by the House which dis-
agrees to the amcndment to aequaint the
other with the reasons for sneh disagree-
ment in order to reconcile {heir difficulties
and, if possible, by mutpal concersions to
arrive at an ultimate agreement. If such
agreement canmot be secured, the Bill is
lost for the seesion.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
What the hon, member quoted refers to
amendments of Bills, a different thing alto-
gether, Tf it related to an amendment before
the House, the hon. member would be quite
right, but there is no amendment before this
Hougze.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: We sghould not split
straws on sneh a matter, A request for an
amendment is precisely the same a8 an amend-
ment made. To one eclass of Bill we can
make amendments and to another we can re-
quest that amendwents be made, and in hoth
instances we can ask for a conferemce, and
the conditions that apply to a conference
apply equally to Billaa, We can make re-
quests or make amendments. I submit,
whether it is a Bill that we ¢an amend, or a
Bill in which we can request that amend-
ments be made, the same principle applies.
‘‘May’’ does not draw any distinction be-
tween Bills.

The CHATRMAN: The quotation read by
Mr. Miles dves not carry the interpretation he
placed upon it. A close reading of it seems
to me to make it clear that it gimply states an
obvions Parliamentary truth. What it does
sav is that when all other means for settling
differences hetween the two Houses have
failed, the Bill iz lost. We have not reached
that stage, inasmuch as all means for arriv-
ing at a solution of the differences are not
exhansted. Consequently, I rule that the Bill
is in order.

[COUNCILL,]

Hon, G. W, Miles rose.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. member
wish to dispute my ruling?

Hon. G. W, MILES: No, I wish to rise
to another point of order. Standing Order
381 says—

At all conferences the managers for the
C'ouneil shall be at liberty to conifer freely
by word of mouth with the managers of
the Assembly.

[ maintain, that if a resolution is carried in
another place—

The CHAIRMAN: We have no official
knowledge of & resolution having been car-
ried in another place. What is the point of
order?

Hon. G. W. Miles: That another place could
not freely discuss the position with our mana-
gers,

The CHATRMAN; That is not & point of
order because we have no official knowledge
of a regolution having been carried in an-
other place.

Preamble, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without nmendment, and the
report adopted,

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT,
Assembly’s further Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read netifying that it continued to disagree
to the amendment made by the Council, and
that the Bill had been laid aside.

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[2.2} in moving the second reading said: This
Bill was introduced in another place by Capt.
Carter. Under the Public Service Appeal
Board Act of 1920, there is full provision for
appeals and for the protection generally of
members of the public service. The term
f‘public servant’’ is givem a specific mean-
ing, and the interpretation section defines a
public servant. Inecluded in the public ser-
vice are many persons filling more menial
positions 1hat do not entitle them to he clagsi-
fied as public servants. T refer to cleaners
and such like employers. Such persons are
provided for under the Public Service Appeal
Board Act by Subsection 2 of Seection 6,
which reads:—

Any pergon employed in the public service
at a daily or weekly rate of wages, whoe
is not a public servant within the meaning
of section two of this Act, shall be paid in
accordance with any award or induestrial
agreement under the Industrial Arbitration
Aet, 1912, applicable to workers of his
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class, whather such award or agreement is
binding on the Crown or not. If any ques-
tion shall arise as to which of several
awards or agreemenis is applicable, the
board shall determine which award or
agreement shall apply.

The board has experienced difficulty in deter-
mining certain matters because of the wording
of that subsection. The amendment proposes
to strike out the latter portion and insert in
liew s
If any question shall arise as to which
of several awards or agreements iz ap-
plicable, or as to whether any award
is ‘applicable or not, or as to what
portion of any award or agreement
is applicable to a particular person to whom
this subsection applies, the board shall de-
termine such question.

Full jurisdiction is given to the board. I un-
derstand the Government approve of the Bill.
I move—

That the Bill be now read o second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Cofamitltee, ete.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL--WOMEN 'S LEGAL STATUS,
Second Reading.

Hon, J, NICHOLSON (Maetropolitan)
[2.10] in moving the second reading said:
The object of the Bill is to equalise the status
in the community of women with that of men
by removing all those disqualifications to which
women at present are subject by reason of
sex. It was necessary three years ago to
amend the Constitution Act to extend to
wonen the same rights as men enjoy to sit
as members of Iarliament. TUnder the Consti-
totion Aet the question was raised that women
had not the same rights as had men. Section
7 provided that any man who had resided in
the State for a certain term wae qualified to
be elected as a member, notwithstanding that
at the time it was urged that under the In-
terpretation Act '*male’’ included 'ffemale’’
or vice versa. It was recognised that the
Constitntion Act did not intend to confer
apon women the same rights as were conferred
upon men, Accordingly in 1920 Parliament
passed the Parliameat (Qualification of
Women) Act, providing that a woman should
not be disgualified by sex or marriage for
being elected to and sitting as a member of
Parlinment. There are various vocations that
women are detarred from entering by reasons
of gex, and it is now desired to confer upon
them the same rights as men enjoy. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
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Hon. A, LOVEEKIN (Metropolitain) [2.13]:
Never before have 1 brought up in the House
anything that concerns me personally, but I
cun see that quite a large additional expense
will be imposed upon the proprietors of mews-
papers if this Bill be passed. Suppose we
had ladies practising in the courts, we should
have to employ lady reporters, because I am
gure no male reporter could do justice to a
lady appearing for a culprit if it were neces-
sary to describe what she was wearing when
appearing in the ecourt. To deseribe dresses
requires n somewhat technieal kmowledge and
the male reperter does mot learn thut part
of the business when studyving his profession.
Mr. Nicholson should spare us this large addi-
tional expense by inserting another clauge—
I am diffident about suggesting one because
I am persenally interested—so that ladies ap-
pearing in court shall be required to dress
in male attire. It would bec absolutely neces-
sary to do that, becanse under the Criminal
Code a woman who appearsz in public in male
attire is linble to a penalty. If she is to
appear in male attire in court, when defending
some secounilrel, we mmst make provision
for that in our laws. When a lady becomes
a K.C. we might allow her to wear her little
frills, knce-breeches, silk stockinga, and
buckled shoes. I hope the hon, member will
help the newspapers by embodying an amend-
ment covering this.

Hon. J. W. EIRWAN (South) [217]): I
am rather surprised that Mr. Lovekin should
den! with the Bill at this hour in the morn-
ing in snch a humorous fashiom. Tt is a
matter that ought to be viewed with
gravity. The Bill ig in accordance with the
movement in progress all over the world
where women are entering into all profes-
sions. T do not see why women in Australia
sbould lag behind those in other parts of the
world. T trust Mr. Lovekin’s remarks will
not imperil the fate of the Bill. It ia rather
difficelt to know how many members are
going to vote upon it at this late hour, It
may be they have not given it the considera-
tion that a Bill of this nature is entitled to
receive, There are, however, many women’s
organisations in this State which are very
interested in the measure, and are most
anxious to see it passed. Tt is in aceord with
the legitimate aspirations of the sex, and
I have pleasure in supporting the second
reading.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan—in
reply) {2.201: We all view with a great deal
of apprehension the point brought out by
Mr. Lovekin with regard to the cost he may
be involved in if this Bill is passed. T join
with Mr. Kirwan 4n saying I trusc the fears
he has expressed so humorously wiil not be
realised. He may rest assured that the Bill
ia ealculated to increase the sale of his
newspaper, because people will be interested
in the aceounts furnished by his reporters
from time to {ime regarding the dress worn
by those ladies who will appear in the courts
and other places. T feel confident in assuring
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him that the passing of this Bill will provide
for him increased profits,

Question pot and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, ete,

Bill passed through Committee withont
debate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted,

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LUNACY ACT AMENDMENT.
Hasembly’s further Message.

Message from the Assembly giving reasons
for disagreeing to the amendment made by
the Council now considered,

In Committee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; Hon.
J. W. Hickey, on behalf of Hon, T. Moore,
in charge of the Bill,

The CHAIRMAN: The reasons given by
the Assembly for not agreeing to the amend-
ment made by the Council in Clavse 2 are
that, ‘‘The amendment will render the Bill
inoperative.’’ The amendment made by the
Couneil was to add a proviso as follows—

Provided that this section shall noi
apply wherc a person is detained during

His Majesty’s pleasure under Section 633

of the Criminal Code.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I move—

That the Council’s emendment be in-
sigted wpon.

I received a letter from Mr. Moore stating
that he had to go away, and asking me to
pair with him. I immediately telegraphed
to him agreeing to do this. Aws a representa-
tive of the people in this Chamber it is my
duty to proteet them to the best of my
ability. The Bill proposes to provide means
for the liberation of 2 man suffering from
homicidal tendencies. There is always a
chanee in such a case that when a man re-
turng to his home his homicidal tendencies
will again break out. In this view I am
supported by the best authorities,

Hoa. J. W. HICKEY: I {rust the amend-
ment will not be insisted upon, although 1
appreciate the attitude adopted by Mr.
Holmes in pairing with Mr, Moore. Mr.
Holmes seems to have been the chief oppon-
ent to this Bill. He may be willing enough
to do justice in other directions, but he is
not doing justice by his opposition to this
Bill to ceriain individuals who are incarcer-
ated in the Claremont asylum, T obtained
legal advice in writing, It reads—

The amendmeni carried by the Legisla-
tive Council ia ridigulous and sbsurd.
I think T said that by way of interjection.
The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can-
not reflect upon any proceedings of the Legis-
lative Couvneil. e will have to withdraw
that remark.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: I withdraw,
I read the legal advice I have received?

The CHAIRMAN: TYes, if it is couched
in rerpectful terms.

Hon. J. W. HICEEY: You, Sir, are the
hest judge of that. The legal opinion con-
tinues—

Tt makes nonsense of the whole Bill
The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. mem-

ber had better not proceed any further.

Hon, J. W. HICKEY: Tbhe opinion also
contains the following;—

The scction of the principal Aet which
it is sought to amend contains, so far as
this matter is concerned, the following
phrase, which is the phrase governing the
whole matter: *‘Unless he is detained
therein for some other cause by process
of law.'’

However, I am afraid, Sir, that having ruled -
me out of order in connection with the early
part of this legal opinion you will do so
right through, Under Mr. Hoimes's amend-
ment the Bill gets nowhere. Probably that
is Mr. Holmes’s object. FEvery person placed
in an asyluin, even if he has committed an
indictable offence, should have the right to
appeal to an anthority to declare whether he
should be liberated. Why should he not have
the opportunity of appraling to a Supreme
Court judge? The amendment should not be
pressed. :

Hon. A, J, H. SAW: 1 ask members to
dismiss from their minds all guestions of a
personal character. To me the only question
is thia: if a man has, whilst insane, ¢om-
mitted what would otherwise be & erime—
homicide or murder—is he to have the right,
after having been confined in a mental hos-
pital and recovered his sanity, to he hrard
and to contest his case in open court? Tt is
plain that at the present time such a man
could be released by the Inapector General of
the Tnsane advising the Governor in Couneil
to that effect. T maintnin that in the in-
terests of justice such a man should have the
right, if he can produce prima facie evidence
that he has recovered his sanity, to have
kis case tried and his sanity proved in open
court. That i3 a safer procequre than the
other means, whereby he might be released
by the Governor in Council acting on the
reccommendation of the Inspector General. It
is because I am coafident of the truth of my
contentions that I have supported the Bill,
J£ & man has committed homieide whilst in-
sane, it would require the very stroangest evi-
dence that he has recovered his sanity and
that it is safe to releagse him to go amongst
the pubtie, His release could be effected
only after considerable diffienlty, and after
the lapse of considerable time,

Ifon. E. H. GRAY: I ask the Committee
to vote against the amendment on humani-
tarian grounds. If we had a proper place as
a mental hospital, it would be bad enough.
But, knowing that the arrangements for the
treatment of the insane at Claremont are
not all they should be, members, I submit,
must feel it incumbent on them to give a man
confined there a chance. T understand that

May
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there is u legal difficulty in the way, as the
Act throws the whole responsibility on the
Inspector General. The passing of this
measure would help the Inspector General
Let us not condemn an unfortunate man to a
living death.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I have been at some
trouble to follow up the references that have
been made to a defect in the Aet. When a
person who has committed homicide is found
by a jury to have been insane at the time of
the aet, it is the doty of the judge to com-
mit him to gaol. Whilst in gaol he is under
medical supervision. If then found to be
sane, be is held in gaol during His Majesty’s
pleasuare. TIf found to be still insane, he is
removed from the gaol to a lunatic asylum,
and is held there during His Majesty’s plea-
sure. Mr., Gray also said that it was mani-
festly unfair, as the asylum was not the
place for avch a man.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It is no place for an
insane man, either.

Hon. J. .J. HOLMES: Sarely Mr. Gray
does not suggest that I, or the Government,
would keep a2 sane man in the asylum! Does
he suggest that the Inspector General of the
Tnsane would do such a thing?

Hon. E. H, Gray: But the Inspector Genm-
eral wonld not shoulder the responsibility in-
volved in thiz matter.

Hen. J. J. HOLMES: Dr. Birmingham, of
Fremantle, is a member of the board of
visitors. 1 have known himn for 30 years; he
is a lovable, kind-hearted Irishman who would
do no one an injury. He agrees with me that
men of the deseription referred to should not
be at large. Dr, Saw suggested that such
cases should be dealt with before a judge.
Surely he will admit that when it is a ques-
tion of sanity or insanity, health or ill-health,
it is mot to a judge that ome goes, but to a
doetor.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: The judge would have
medical evidenee.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The judge would
have cvidenee based on caspal visits paid to
the institution. I would prefer—I should
think the Government, too, would adopt that
attitude—to accept the advice of the medical
man in eharge of the asylum, who sees the
patients from day to day.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I do not wish to give
a silent vote on this question. T am the last
man in the Hounse who would advocate putting
a man in gaol or in the asylum, I would
always prefer to do something for snch men
and keep them out of those institutions.
There are some eases, however, when, for the
protection of the people themselves, they
should be placed under restraint. I refer to
people with homieidal tendencies. I know of
a case in Adelaide in which the brother of a
man holding a highly responsible position in
that city, shot a man. The medical evidence
was that be was not regponsible for his aet
and that man was detained during His Ma-
jesty’s pleasure. Baving great influence be-
hind him, it was only a short time before a
large number of éminent medical men certi-
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fied that he had recovered his sanity and was
fit to be at large. The man was released
and within three months, when coming down
the steps of the Theatre Royal, he confronted
an individual whom he did not know and,
without any provocation, said, ‘‘Bee me clip
his ear off.’’

Hon. A. J. H, Saw: Was that man brought
before a judge in open court?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Yes.

Hon. A. J, H, Saw;
ordinary thing!
lensed? '

Hen. A, LOVEKIN: I understand he was
released because of the medical evidence. How-
ever, this man produced a revolver and clipped -
the individunl’s ear off. That man had dis-
tinct hemicidal tendencies and that is the
type of man who ghould be kept under re-
straint until, as Dr, Saw puls it, there is an
absolute assurance that he is all right.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result:—

That was an extra-
On what ground was he re-

Ayes .. b
Noes .. ‘e 7
Majority for 2
AYES,
Hon. W. Carroll Hon. J, M. Mactarlane
Hon. J. A. Grelg Hon. E. Rosa
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. H. Seddon
Hon, E. H. Harrls Hon. G. W, Miles
Hon, A. Lovekin {Teller.)
NoES
Hon, J, Ewing Hon. Q. Potter
Hon. E. H. Gruoy Hon. A, J. H. Baw
Hon. J. W. Hickey Hon, A. Burvill
Hon. J. Nicholson (Teller.)

Question thes passed; the Council’s amend-
ment insisted upon.

Hop. J. W. HICKEEY: I move—

That the Chairman do now leave the
Chair. .

Question put and passed; Bill lapsed.

BILT—JURY ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Hon. J. W. HICKEY (Central) [2.56] in
moving the second reading said: The ques
tion of trial Ly jury is not involved im the
amendment contained in the Bill. It deals
only with trial by a special jury. It has been
long recognised in a democratic country like
Avstralia that a man i3 antitled to be tried
by his peers. That has been appreciated ever
since at Eurcka the first blow was struek for
freedom in Australia. Unfortunately, we have
not gained as mueh from the trials and tribu-
lations of the people in those earlier days as
we shonld. When anybody did something not
in accordance with camp laws, there was im-
mediately a roll up, and the crowd proceeded
to deal with the offender. If a man be guilty
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of an offence, he is entitled to be tried by
his peers. I am not attacking the principle
of trial by jury, but I say that trial by special
jory is wrong. Under that system, if I
can pay for a special jury I can get if. Im
my experience 90 per eent. of applications
made by counsel for special juries bave been
granted. I do not anticipate any great opposi-
tion to the Bill, but neither do I want it to
be said that I have not put up a case against
apecial juries,

Hon. J, A, Greig: What are the chief ob-
Jections to special juriest

Hon, J. W, HICKEY : T want to know what
sre the chief arguments in favour of speeial
juries? Whenever 4 worker is arraigned be-
fore a tribunal and counsel asks for a special
jury, the request is granted.

Hon. J. Duffell: He can only get a special
jury on a special case.

Hon. J. W, HICKEY: Tell me onc case
where a special jury has been refuged! I
have been tried by special jury, and since then
I have seen tramping the streets of Perth some
of those who found me guilty. What is good
enough for the trying of a man under ordin-
ary cireumstanceg ought to be good encugh
for trying him under any circumstances. I
do not see why a man should be a bank man-
ager, a school teacher or the owner of real
estate worth £500 before he can try a man
charged with having refused to work with
non-unionists. That was al! I was guilty of.
Yet a apecial jury had to be empannelled
to convict me. We do not want to perpet-
nate those bad old days, and I hope the
Housa will protest against the wicked sys-
tem of special juries. I move—

That the Bill be now read o second time.

Hon, E. H. GRAY (West) [3.14]: The
object of the Bill is to abolish special juries.
It is said by medical authorities that a certain
part of our anatomy is now useless. In the
same way this special jury provision is mow
ugeless, At ome time it was congidered bad
form to be educated. Even kings were unable
to read or write. Education was confined to
a restricted class. That accounts for special
juries, which nlso are restricted to a select
class. I appeal to the House o pass the RBill
on the ground that justice should not be meted
out by people of & special class.  Wealth
should not be considered the standard of know-
ledge, education or honour. The best types
of men are not necessarily allied with wealth.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: 1 move—

That the debale be adjourned til Tues-
day next.
Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. .o 14
Noes .. .. .. .. 4

Majority for .. 10

{COUNCLL.. |

ATYEA,
Hon. W. Carroll Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. Duffel) Hop. G. W. Miles
Hon, J. Ewiog Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon. J, A. Greig Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. V. Hamersley Hoen. H. Seddoo
Hon. H. H. Harrls Hon. E. Rose
Hon, J., J. Holmes (Tellery
Hon, A. Lovekin

NoEes.
Hon. J. W. Hickey ‘Hon, E. M. Gray
Hon. J. W. Kirwan {Talier.)
Hon. G. Potter

Motion (adjournment) thus passed.

BlLI— APPROPRIATION.
Head a thivd time and passed.

ADJOURNMENT—CLOSE OF SESSION.
Complimentory remarks.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.
J. Ewing—Sonth-West) [3.21]1: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
Thursday, the 27th December.

Then Parliament will probably be prorogued
by proclanation. We are all pleased, Bir,
at the way the business has been conducted by
you. My first session as Minister has been
very interesting and pleasant, and I thank
members for their generous treatment. The
work has been ardnous, but no matter what
happens inside the House, we are all good
friends outside. An election will take place
before we meet apain, and 1 am one of the
unfortunates that have to face the eleetors.
Without jveluding myself, I hope those con-
testing the elections will be returned to earry
on their useful work. Mr, Colebatch has writ-
ten from London in the hope that his letter
would reach me befors the session closed, ask-
ing me to convey to yourself and members his
best wishes for Christmasz and the New Year.
He said he was wonderfully well, and was
taking over his duties and looked forward to
being able to do something of value for West-
erm Australia. I eompliment the Chairman of
(lommittees upen his first session’s work in
that capaecity. His work hes been thoroughly
well done, T thank the staff for the able and
careful manner in which they have carried
out their duties. It is my pleasure to again
testify to the efficiency of the ‘‘Hansard’’
gtaff. As a private member I always took
opportunity to thank them for their work.
T have no hesitation in saying, as I have said
hefore, that no Parliament in Australia has
a more efficient ‘‘Hansard’’ staff than we
have in Western Anstralis to-day. I have
found it necessary to make some very long
speeches this session, and taking them right
through these have been reported with
gear¢cely an error. It is a wonderful per-
formanee and greatly to the credit of the
staff. T extend to them my thanks for the
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manner in which they have carried out their
duties, In conclusion allow me to express my
best wishes to all for a happy Christmas and
a prosperaus New Year.

Hon. J. W. KIBWAN (South) [3.23]: [
reciprocate the gool wishes of the Leader of
the House, and 1 am sure members generally
sincerely hope he will have an enjoyable rest
after the teil and turmoil of the session. He
has been very kind in his appreciation of us,
and we cz2n join in congratulating him wpon
the manner in which has has carried out his
work during the first session he has been in
¢large of the House. There are ten members
that have to go out into the ¢old world next
vear and face the lists of an eleetion, and |
am sure [ voice the opinion of members gener-
ally when I express the hope {hat all of them
will be returned. Tf I had ten votes, J would
eertainty e¢ast one for each of the retiring
members, [ must refer to the excellent spirit
that prevails in this House. Without doubt
members are animated by an carnest desire
to do what is best in the interests of the coun-
try, and this accounts for the tone that
exists, 1 thank the Leader of the House for
his all too kind romarks regarding my first
term ag Chairman of Committees. The posi-
tion has been peculiar innsmuch as so many of
us were new to office. The Leader of the
House was new, I was new, and the Clerk and
other officers were new fo their dutics. The
fact of our having got throngh ig largely due
to the kinduess and congideration shown by
wmembers generally.

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-Subur-
ban) [3.28]: I should like to add my mecd
of praise 10 those who have contributed to the
suceess of our cfforts this session. T en-
dorse the remarks of the Leader of the House,
and the Chairman of Committees. In the ten
vears I have been a member this is the first
ovcasion on which T have joined in these
felicitations. Let me pay a tribute, too, to
the manner in which you, Sir, have filled the
high offiee you occupy. Notwithstanding all
the trials that have beset you during the ses-
rion, you have carried ount yovur duties with erc-
dit to vourself and satisfaction to the House.
The Leader of the House has my highest re-
gard for the manner in which he has earried
out his duties during the first session under
Lis leadership. Though we have not always
seen eye to eye with him, yet in these eclosing
moments we realise that he has done his duty
and has done it well. With regard to ‘“Han-
sard,’’ I have arrived at the stage of never
even checking the proofs sent to me for that
purpose. 1 do not knew what the ‘“Han-
sard’’ reporters put in them, but I do kmow
that my utterances in this Chamber are re-
corded, and I am quite prepared to rely upon
the neenraey of Mr. Ramaciotti and his able
staff. As repards our (lerk, the Usher of the
Black Rod, the Cletk of Records, and the mes-
sengers, I feel that all have contributed fo
the sceeess of the seagsion. T trust that the
retiring members will be again amongst us.
Althongh we have passed through some trying
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moments during this long sitting, I desire to
offer my gincere congratulations and thanks
to Mr. Lovekin for the work which he has
devoted to the meaaures brought before us
during this session. XNext to the Leader of
the House, Mr. Lovekin has been the hardest-
worked man in thia Chamber. I am under
deep obligations to Mr. Lovekin for the guid-
ance he hay afforded me. T trust that on tha
eve of our going into recess Mr. Lovekin will
not feel apgrieved beeause he, lke some
others of us, has not been able to carry into
fruition that which he so much desired and
concerning which he was so0 earnmest. T trust
that the hon. member will recomsider the de-
cision he haa voiced, and that we shall see
him amongst vs next session as fresh and
vigorous as he hag proved himself during the
present one, I desire to express to you, Mr.
Prenident, and to all other members, my hest
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Question put and passed.

The PRESIDENT [3,33]: Mr. Ewing and
hon. members, T wish to thank you all, and
espeeially Mr. Ewing and Mr. Duffell, for the
kind references made to me in the position
svhich T occupy here, and in which yon were
good cnough to place me two years ago. I
also desire to place on record my apprecia-
tion of the universal courtesy which has been
extended@ me during the whole of this session
as well as the last, Differencez of opinion
must inevitably arige. Tf jt were not so, thera
would be nn neccssity for Parliament, for
cleeted members, or for a President. Tt has
heen my lot, perhaps a happy lot, at various
periods of my life to travel aroand the world,
thus having the opportunity of visiting a
gooil many Houses of Tarliament. I have
heen in Japan and seen the Legislature there,
and T was amused to observe that the Japan-
ese knew gll about stone-walling, among other
things. T have been in the Legislatures of
Hawati, the United States, Germany, Eng-
and, and various other countries. Even at the
visk of repetition T must say again that I
have rarely seen a better debsting House
than the Legislative Council of Western Aus-
iralia. We are fortunate in having all shades
of politieal thought represented here. That
is as it should he. Tt is our good fortune

- that we have members who are willing to

submit their views in opposition to others,
and they do it without any ill-feeling. They
state their contentions most eclearly, and
evervone is respectful. All the measures
which come hefore this Council receive the
most careful convideration. Some member
or another is sure to pieck out the weak spots.
Very little passes here that should net pass.
We are sometimes aecused of being a lot of
old Conservatives. T believe that is the pen-
eral idea, In fact, I have known new mem-
bers to come here with that impression. Bat
T have never seen members very anxious to
get out of the place. It is an extraordinary
thing that no one car point to an instance
in which this House has blocked any legisla-
tion that was for the advantage of the State.
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In view of all the legislation in favour of
that class of people whe think they are very
hardly used—the Labour Party—they cannot
complain of the legislation of thiz Council.
They have got almost everything they want.
T cannot conelnde without complimenting the
Leader of the House on the efficient manner
in which he has earried out his duties. They
are arduous duties, and require not only a
great deal of thought and a ecertain amount
of ability, but a high degree of tact. When
T look at some of the members with whom
the Leader of this House hag to deal, I re-
alise what conanmmate tact he must have to
be able to part from all members in so
friendly a spirit, after having been s0 sue-
cessful with his Bills. 1 must aiso congratu-
late the Chairman of Committees. He, too,
is new. T myself am only two years old as
President. Having regard to the newneas of
almaost the entire staff of the Howse, T think
we may fairly congratulate ourselves on the
reguits of the session. Apain I thank you all
for the rcmarks made regarding myself, and
I wish yon a very happy Christmas and a
prosperons New Year,

House adjourned at 340 am, (Friday),

Legislative Hssembly,

Thuraday, 18th December, 1923,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

PrIVILEGE—STAMP ACT AMENDMENT
BILIL.

Mr, RICHARDSON (Subiace) %.33]: Oxn
a matter of privilege, I wish to ask whether
the Stamp Act Amendment Bill was recom-
mended by Message from the Governor, and
whether the fact was properly gshown on the
Clerk's certificate,

Mr, SPEAKER: Neither the Stamp Act
Amendment Bill nor the Land Tax and In-
come Tax Bill was recommended by message
from the Governor, and no such statement
was made in the Clerk’s certificate. Indeed
no similar Bill has ever been 50 recommended
during the peried 1 have oeccupied the posi-
tion of Speaker. The hon. member’s ques-
tion is due to a pardonmable confusion of
thought betwecn the two classes of Monay
Bills—those imposing taxation and those
appropriating revenuve. If be will turn to
the Constitution Act Amendment Act, 1921,
he will see that while both these ¢lasses
must originate in the Legislative Assembly,
and both may not be amended by the Legis-
lative Council, for one class only is a Gov-
ernor’s message required—Bills for the
appropriation of revenue and moneys. This
is clearly stated in Subsection 8§ of Section
46, which the hon. member hag before him
in his copy of the Standing Orders. The hon.
member may possibly have observed that the
form of Message from the Governor is in-
variably ‘‘The Governor recommends that
an appropriation be made for the purposes
of a Bill, ete.’’ Obviously suoch a recom-
mendation would be out of place for Bills
imposing taxation.

Hon. P, Collier: Move a vote of c¢ensure
on the laws,

Mr. RICHARDSOX: T wanted to find out
the position.

Hon. P. Collier: They know not what they
do,

QUESTION—GAOL REGULATIONS,

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Premier: 1, Fur-
ther to my question of the Gth inst., on what
date were the (iaol regulations gazettedf?
2, Is it his intention to place a eopy of them
on the Table at the next sitting of the
House?

The PREMIER replied: 1, 19th January,
1923. 2, These regulations were laid on the
Table of the House on 23rd January this
year,

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, LOCO,
SHOPS,

Mr. HUGHES asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, On what dates regpectively were the
seven lathes ordered, costing £4,833, referred
to in the reply of the \Immter for Bm]wayﬂ
of 27th November last? 2, Why did not the
foreman turner at the loco. shops submit a re-
port as to the number and style of machinery
required by the Government Laco. Shops when
the departinent wa3s intending to spend the



